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Liturgy of the Word
First Reading									Jeremiah 1:4-9
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah
The word of the Lord came to me thus: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you. “Ah, Lord
God!” I said, “I know not how to speak; I am too young.” But the LORD answered me,
Say not, “I am too young.” To whomever I send you, you shall go; whatever I command
you, you shall speak. Have no fear before them, because I am with you to deliver you,
says the Lord. Then the Lord extended his hand and touched my mouth, saying, See, I
place my words in your mouth!
The Word of the Lord.					

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm						

Psalm 23

Second Reading			

Acts 8:26-40

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Then the angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, “Get up and head south on the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route.” So he got up and set out. Now
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, that is, the queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury, who had come to Jerusalem to worship, and
was returning home. Seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. The Spirit
said to Philip, “Go and join up with that chariot.” Philip ran up and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied,
“How can I, unless someone instructs me?” So he invited Philip to get in and sit with
him. This was the scripture passage he was reading: “Like a sheep he was led to the
slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opened not his mouth. In (his)
humiliation justice was denied him. Who will tell of his posterity? For his life is taken

from the earth.” Then the eunuch said to Philip in reply, “I beg you, about whom is the
prophet saying this? About himself, or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his
mouth and, beginning with this scripture passage, he proclaimed Jesus to him. As they
traveled along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, there is
water. What is to prevent my being baptized?” Then he ordered the chariot to stop, and
Philip and the eunuch both went down into the water, and he baptized him. When they
came out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away, and the eunuch saw
him no more, but continued on his way rejoicing. Philip came to Azotus, and went about
proclaiming the good news to all the towns until he reached Caesarea.
The Word of the Lord. 						

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation							

Verse										
The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor and to proclaim liberty to captives.
Gospel 			

John 15:7-9

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:
Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and remain in his love. “I have told you this so that my joy may
be in you and your joy may be complete. This is my commandment: love one another
as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
You are my friends if you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, because
a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have
told you everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who
chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you
ask the Father in my name he may give you. This I command you: love one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.				

Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ.

Rite of Ordination
Election of the Candidate
The candidates are called by name and testimony is offered as to their worthiness.
Bishop: Relying on the help of the Lord God and our Savior Jesus Christ, we choose
these men, our brothers, for the Order of the Diaconate.
Assembly: Thanks be to God. (with reverent applause)
Homily- Instruction
Promise of the Elect
The elect rise and stand before the bishop. They are asked questions that declare their
intention to undertake the Office of the Diaconate. Each candidate resolves to consecrate
himself for ministry, live in a humble and charitable way, proclaim the faith in word and
deed, faithfully pray the Liturgy of the Hours, and conform himself to the example of
Christ, whose minister he will soon become. Each candidate also makes the promise to
live in a state of celibacy in imitation of Jesus.
Promise of Obedience
The elect go to the bishop and kneeling before him places his joined hands between those
of the bishop, promising respect and obedience to him and his successors.
Litany of Supplication
The elect prostrate themselves as a sign of their humility toward the office they are about
to receive, in recognition of their need for God’s grace, and to call on the aid of the
Communion of Saints.

Litany of Supplication
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Laying on of Hands
Each elect rises and kneels before the bishop. The bishop lays his hands on the elect’s
head in silence.
Prayer of Ordination
The bishop extends his hands over the elect as he prays the Prayer of Ordination.
Investiture with Stole and Dalmatic
The newly ordained are vested with the deacon’s stole and dalmatic. The stole is the
symbol of their office in the Church as a deacon. The dalmatic, which is in the form of a
cross, refers to the Passion of Christ. It symbolizes joy, salvation, and justice.
Handing on of the Book of Gospels
Vested as deacons, the newly ordained kneel before the bishop. The bishop places the
Book of the Gospels in each of their hands.
Fraternal Kiss
The bishop gives the newly ordained the fraternal kiss, a sign of peace and unity. All the
deacons present do likewise.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Altar and Gifts					

Sanctus

The Mystery of Faith

Amen

The Communion Rite
Lamb of God

Communion Antiphon

Reception of Holy Communion
All God’s children are welcome to this sacred place and liturgy. The Catholic
understanding of Holy Communion as the very Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, as
well as a sign of full communion with the Catholic Church and her shepherds, limits
the reception of the Holy Eucharist to those who share our faith and are united in
discipleship within the Church. Our brothers and sisters of other faiths, as well as those
Catholics who may not be able to receive Holy Communion on this day, are invited to
come forward to receive a blessing at this time. The desire to do so may be indicated by
crossing the arms over the chest.

Communion Hymn

Concluding Rite
Blessing and Dismissal
Recessional

Thank You
The newly ordained men would like to thank their wives, Lori Eckrich, Gidget Palmer,
Esther Sexton and Karen Swank, for the support they have given throughout the four
years of formation; for those who taught and led the program, for those who opened their
homes to us, for those who have prayed for us; for Fr. John Rutten, Fr. Ed Pierce, Fr. Tom
Anderson, Fr. Andrew Dickinson, Fr. Michael Kapperman, Fr. Mark Lichter, Fr. Patrick
Grode, Fr. David Janes, Fr. Shane Stevens, Fr. Melvin Kuhn; Deacons Thane Barnier &
Joanne, Roger Heidt & Diane, John Devlin & Mary, Henry Knapp & Christine; for those
who assisted us so patiently in our practicums; for Bishops Swain and DeGrood; Knights
of Columbus; and especially for the grace and strength that could only be provided by our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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