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 Who has a gmail, yahoo or msn 
email account? 

 Who does online banking? 

 

  YOU ARE ALREADY IN THE 
CLOUD! 

Cloud vs Desktop 



 Cloud 
computing is 
the use of 
computing 
resources that 
are delivered as 
a service over a 
network. 

 

 

Cloud vs Desktop 



 In the event of a natural disasters at your current 
physical location,  you data is protected at the hosting 
data center which maintains off site back up and 
redundancy. 

--- flood --- fire --- storm damage --- 

 

Advantages to Cloud 
Natural Disaster  



 Desktop computers are only as secure as your office 

  Is your office ever left unlocked where access to your 
computer and its data could be accessed? 

 Is your computer secured with a strong password? 

 Do you get logged off after a period of inactivity? 

 Cloud computing applications such as ConnectNow 
products REQUIRE strong passwords and will log you 
out of the program automatically after a short period of 
inactivity 

 

 

Advantages to Cloud 
Passwords  



 Desktop computers are vulnerable to attacks when anti-
virus software and windows updates are not installed in 
a timely manner. 

 Cloud computing applications such as ConnectNow will 
manage and apply updates to virus software and 
windows updates to the Cloud server. 

 Continue to update YOUR personal desktop computer. 

 

 

Advantages to Cloud  
Anti-virus 



 ConnectNow products backups  

 Minimum backup is Nightly 

 Online giving and Church Accounting is backed up every 15 
minutes 

 Archived backups are kept for one year 

 There are NO Data Storage limits 

 Local ParishSOFT database backup is managed entirely by the 
user 

 Have you ever tried to recover your local ParishSOFT database? 

 

Advantages to Cloud 
Backups  



 Data centers simply 
provide space, 
electricity, cooling, and 
connectivity for that 
hardware. They are the 
technology behind the 
technology; as long as 
the power is on, nobody 
notices them. The less 
flash, the better. 

 

 

 

Advantages to Cloud 
Data Center  



Advantages to Cloud  
Firewall 

 Each brick 
represents a 
Firewall requiring 
authentication to 
pass through to the 
next layer of data. 

 Redundant firewalls 
– if one fails another 
is available for 
access   

Encrypted data resides below all firewalls  



 Data 
encryption 

 Level of 
encryption is 
SSL (Secured 
Socket Layer) 
256 bit  

 Encryption 
keys are 
unique to a 
server 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advantages to Cloud 
Encryption  









 Click on the 
Members tab 

 Click on the 
Member 

 Click on Sacraments 

 Click on Edit/View 
Sacramental Details 

 Click Create 
Certificates 

 

ParishSOFT  
Print Certificates 



 Family has 
contributed in the 
past to your parish 
so they are already 
in your database. 

 Single left click to 
select family, single 
right click to see 
options. 

 May need to do 
multiple times. 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
Change Parish of Registration 



 Single left click to 
select family, single 
right click to see 
options. 

 Select Permanently 
DELETE Selected 
Family 

 You are unable to 
delete if 
contributions exist. 

 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
Delete Family from your Database 



 About, ParishSOFT 
System Info 

 Lookup Tables 

 Merge duplicate 
values by selecting 
in the drop down 
box, clicking on the 
duplicate on the 
right hand side 

 Click on Merge 
Records 

 

 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
Manage Tables 



 About, 
ParishSOFT 
System Info 

 Perform Backup 

 

 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
Backup  



 Everyone in your Staff list for Safe Environment is 
in your Manage Staff List in Family Directory 

 

 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
SEP 



 Anniversary Report 

 If a spouse dies, be 
sure to change the 
Matrimony Details 
from Married to 
Widowed  

 

 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
Widow Status 



 Export Registered 
and Active to Excel 

 Within Excel, click 
on the Filter icon.  
Grab items that are 
blank. 

 If sheet is too big, 
click on Custom 
Sort 
 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
Blank ParishSOFT fields 



• 92 of 148 parishes synchronizing data 

• 85% of data is managed at the parishes 

 

 Thank you for your attention to DETAIL!  Because of 
parish staff, Bishops Bulletin and CFSA mailings have a 
99% accuracy rate. 

 

 

ParishSOFT  
Diocesan Statistics 


