
November 9, 2020 
Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome 
 
Dear Parishes, Schools, Clergy, Lay Employees: 
 

It is with excitement that I announce that beginning January 1, 2021 our self-funded health plan 
will be offered through a health insurance program called Genesis.  Through a partnership between 
UMR, a United Healthcare Company, and the Catholic Benefits Association, the Genesis program will 
allow our Diocese to enhance our current offerings and strengthen how the services offered incorporate 
our Catholic Faith.   
  

Genesis is an opportunity that provides access to one of the largest networks of care and 
dedicated customer service while ensuring a strong Catholic standard of care on all health care 
offerings.  
 

The Genesis program has been designed to be in full alignment with our Catholic faith and 
teachings by partnering with Catholic ethicists and medical professionals. They have partnered with the 
largest health carrier in the world, United Healthcare, to bring our employees great access to health care 
providers and a dedicated team of plan advisors to help get the most out of our health benefits while not 
providing any health care services that are contrary to our Catholic faith. Genesis continues to innovate, 
strengthen and enhance Catholic health care through their insurance plan. 
  

What Genesis has promised: 
 Dedicated service team 
 Innovative claim policies and coverages focused on Catholic employers 
 Catholic medical and ethical expert partnerships 
 Driving change from what Catholic health care will not do, to the richness of what Catholic 

health care should be, which is in full alignment of all aspects of our Catholic faith. 
  

Why it matters: 
In our current times, our faith is often met with challenge, but we have been called to live as 

Catholic disciples in all aspects of life. Fortunately, our faith has clear, ethical and moral teachings and 
directives that are supportive of living healthy, happy and holy Catholic lives in principle and practice. 
 

I am grateful to God for the Founders, employees and all who helped to develop and provide a 
fully aligned Catholic health care insurance program. God is good. 
 

  In His service, 
 
 
 
Most Reverend Donald E. DeGrood 

  Bishop of Sioux Falls  
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