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Lifelong belief: Time for a eucharistic revival!

Bishop Donald E. DeGrood
Ninth Bishop of the Diocese 
of Sioux Falls

It is with great fondness that I recall 
so clearly my fi rst holy Communion. 
Faith in the real presence of Jesus in 
the holy Eucharist was clear, simple 

and certain. Faith is a gift from God that is 
easy for us when we are open to the gift. 
As we grow older, our fervor, faith and 
love of the real presence of Jesus in the 
holy Eucharist can grow dim or even non 
existent. 

With the decline of faith and religious 
practice of a good number of Americans, 
it is time for a renewal of knowing, loving 
and serving God through the holy Eucha-
rist. I am pleased to announce that on Cor-
pus Christi Sunday (June 19) a National 
Eucharistic Revival will begin.

As a “revival,” this is more than just a 
program—it’s about renewing the entire 
Church in our great country. My brother 
bishops and I have this desire for you: 
to enkindle a living relationship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the holy Eucha-
rist. That is the mission of this Revival, 
with the goal of sparking a movement of 
Catholics from across the country who are 
healed, converted, formed and unifi ed by 
an encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist. 
And they, in turn, are sent out on mission 
“for the life of the world.”

There are a variety of ways the Revival 
aims to make this happen, and here I 
would like to highlight three:

 ● To foster encounters with Jesus 
by announcing the good news of 
Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist 
and encouraging opportunities for 
eucharistic devotion. More than 
just teaching, this is about pro-
claiming the power and beauty of 
Jesus’ presence to us in the holy 
Eucharist.

 ● To contemplate and proclaim the 
doctrine of the real presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist through the 
truth of our teaching, the beauty of 

our worship, and the goodness of 
our accompaniment of people in 
poverty and those who are vulner-
able. If the Eucharist is really what 
we say it is, then our faith in it and 
our participation in Mass and ado-
ration will spill over into the rest of 
our lives.

 ● To reach the smallest units: parish 
small groups and families. As goes 
the family, so goes the Church, and 
it is our hope to deepen the faith, 
not just of individuals, but also of 
our families in Jesus’ loving pres-
ence in the Eucharist.

This Revival will last two years: the fi rst 
year (from Corpus Christi this summer 
until Corpus Christi next summer) will 
be the “diocesan year,” in which we’ll be 
off ering resources and events around the 
diocese toward the Revival’s mission and 
vision.

Year two will begin on Corpus Christi 
next summer, June 11, 2023, and will be 
focused on parish formation and events. 
During this year, resources will be off ered 
to parishes, small groups and families to 
deepen their encounter and relationship 
with the eucharistic Lord.

This will all culminate with the National 
Eucharistic Congress on July 17-21, 2024, 
in Indianapolis where all are invited to 
attend. It is my hope that there will be 
tens of thousands or even hundreds of 
thousands of Catholics from across the 
country, including from our own diocese, 
in attendance. And at the conclusion of 
this congress, there will be a call to share 
the good news of Jesus Christ through 
missionary outreach.

There will be more information to come 
in the Bishop’s Bulletin this fall, but in 
the meantime, I hope you will join me 
in praying for and engaging in the new 
opportunities to know, love and serve God 
through the National Eucharistic Revival. 
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June

5 9:30 Mass with Aberdeen Catholic 
community, Barnett Center

 10:30 One Vine/Many Branches 
Celebration, Barnett Center

 5:00 Mass at St. Charles, Big 
Stone, celebrating the 140th 
anniversary of the parish

6  Bishop’s Charity Fishing 
Tournament, Big Stone City

9 11:00 Priest Council meeting, 
Catholic Pastoral Center

11 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph* 

12 1:30 Confirmation, Ss. Peter and 
Paul, Pierre

13  Bishop’s Charity Fishing 
Tournament, Lake Oahe 
Downstream Recreation Area

13-17 United States Catholic 
Conference of Bishop’s 
Special Assembly

18 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph*

21 12:00 Diocesan Finance Council 
meeting, Catholic Pastoral 
Center

 5:30 Mass and potluck at St. 
Agnes Church, Sigel

23 5:30 Mass and potluck at St. John 
the Baptist, Wagner

25 5:00 Mass and 40th Anniversary 
Celebration of St. Agnes, 
Vermillion

26 10:00 Mass and celebration at St. 
Mary, Sioux Falls

  *Broadcast on Keloland TV or 
live stream via sfcatholic.org
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Safe environment commitment of the Diocese of Sioux Falls...

Catholic Diocese of Sioux Falls
523 N. Duluth Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
webpage@sfcatholic.org

...in order to be eff ective in fulfi lling her mission to evangelize and to remain 
true to Christ’s calling for us all, the Church’s ministries and institutions must 
be safe places for both children and adults. The Diocese, therefore, pledges 
to preserve safe environments in all of its facilities and catechetical programs. 
Those clergy, religious, diocesan, parish and school employees, and volunteers 
who collectively carry out the Church’s ministries, remain committed to fulfi lling 
this solemn pledge to protect those children entrusted to her for formation in 
the Catholic faith.

Aware that some who have ministered in the name of the Church have caused 
harm, the Diocese of Sioux Falls also pledges to assist any who may have been 
harmed. As a diocese, we desire to help individuals heal from injury that has 
been caused to them. If you or someone you know has been abused, regardless 
of who caused the harm, please contact us. We promise to cooperate with civil 
authorities in any investigation. We promise to do our best to help facilitate a 
process for healing. Whether the need is for counseling, an opportunity to tell 
your story or something else, as a diocese, we are ready to assist.

Our chancellor or victim assistance coordinator can be reached toll free at
1-800-700-7867 or 605-334-9861. We will do our best to help.

Lord Jesus, Son of the Eternal Father and Mary Immaculate,
grant to our young people the generosity necessary

to follow Your call and the courage required
to overcome all obstacles to their vocation.

Give to parents that faith, love and spirit of sacrifi ce
which will inspire them to offer their children

to God’s service and to rejoice whenever
one of their children is called to the 

priesthood or religious life.
May Your example and that of Your Blessed Mother

and Saint Joseph encourage both young people
and parents and let Your grace sustain them. Amen.

Prayer for Vocations
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The Most Reverend Donald E. DeGrood 
has decreed the following appointments 
eff ective July 1, 2022:
Those who will be continuing ministry as 
senior priests:
Reverend Charles Cimpl, granted his 
request to retire from his assignment as pas-
tor, Holy Spirit Parish, Sioux Falls.
Reverend Cathal Gallagher, granted his 
request to retire from his assignment as pas-
tor, St. Paul Parish, Marty, St. Mark Parish, 
Lake Andes, and St. Paul Parish, Armour.
Reverend David Krogman, granted his 
request to retire from his assignment as 
chaplain, Avera McKennan Hospital & 
University Medical Center.
Those who will be serving in new pasto-
ral and specialized/chaplaincy ministry 
assignments:
Reverend Timothy Cone from parochial 
vicar of St. Mary and Sacred Heart Parishes 
and St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center, 
Aberdeen, to parochial administrator of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Leola, Holy 
Cross Parish, Ipswich, and St. Thomas the 
Apostle Parish, Roscoe.
Reverend Kristopher Cowles from priest 
director of St. Thomas More Newman 
Center, Vermillion, to pastor at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish, Sioux Falls, and vicar 
for Hispanic ministry.

Reverend Brian Eckrich from parochial 
vicar at St. Mary Parish, Dell Rapids, St. 
Rose of Lima Parish, Garretson, and St. 
Joseph the Workman Parish, Huntimer, to 
parochial administrator at St. Rose of Lima 
Parish, Garretson, and St. Joseph the Work-
man Parish, Huntimer, and sacramental 
minister to the South Dakota State Peni-
tentiary and chaplain to Mater Ecclesiae 
Monastery.

Reverend Shaun Haggerty from pastor at 
St. Lambert Parish, Sioux Falls, to pastor 
of St. John Paul II Parish, Harrisburg, and 
chaplain at Sanford USD Medical Center.

Reverend John Helmueller from pastor at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Sioux Falls, 
to parochial administrator at St. Mark Par-
ish, Lake Andes, and St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish, Armour.

Reverend DeWayne Kayser from chaplain 
at Sanford USD Medical Center to chaplain 
at Avera McKennan Hospital & University 
Medical Center and sacramental minister at 
Sanford USD Medical Center.

Reverend Paul King from pastor of St. 
George Parish, Hartford, and St. Ann Par-
ish, Humboldt, to co-pastor at St. Lambert 
Parish, Sioux Falls. 
Reverend Anthony Klein from chaplain at 
O’Gorman Junior High School and parochi-
al vicar at Holy Spirit Parish, Sioux Falls, 
to vocations advocate for the diocesan 
Vocations Offi  ce, chaplain at O’Gorman 
High School, and sacramental minister at 
the Cathedral of Saint Joseph.
Reverend James Mason from president-
rector at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary to 
pastor at Holy Spirit Parish, Sioux Falls, 
co-pastor at St. Lambert Parish, Sioux 
Falls, and vicar for clergy.
Reverend Jeff rey Norfolk from parochial 
vicar at Cathedral of Saint Joseph Parish 
and chaplain to the South Dakota State 
Penitentiary to formator and spiritual direc-
tor at St. John Vianney College Seminary, 
St. Paul, Minnesota.
Reverend John Rutten from pastor at St. 
John Paul II Parish, Harrisburg, to priest di-
rector at St. Thomas More Newman Center 
at the University of South Dakota.
Reverend Timothy Smith from pastor 
at Holy Cross Parish, Ipswich, Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Parish, Leola, and St. 
Thomas the Apostle Parish, Roscoe, to 
graduate studies in canon law through St. 
Paul University, Ottawa.
Reverend Andrew Thuringer from chap-
lain at O’Gorman High School, sacramen-
tal minister at Cathedral of Saint Joseph 
Parish, and discernment assistant for the 
diocesan Vocations Offi  ce to parochial ad-
ministrator at St. George Parish, Hartford, 
and St. Ann Parish, Humboldt.
Those with adjustments to their current 
pastoral assignment while remaining in 
their current role:
Reverend Jacob Doty, in addition to cur-
rent assignment as parochial vicar, St. Mary 
Parish, Sioux Falls, to sacramental minister 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe, Sioux Falls.
Reverend Joseph Forcelle, in addition to 
his current assignment as pastor of St. Leo 
the Great Parish, Tyndall, and St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish, Springfi eld, to pastor of St. 
Wenceslaus Parish, Tabor.
Reverend Jim Friedrich, in addition to his 
current assignment as pastor of Assump-
tion Parish, Dante, and St. John the Baptist 
Parish, Wagner, to pastor of St. Paul Parish, 
Marty.

Reverend Mark Lichter from pastor at St. 
Wenceslaus, Tabor, to remaining pastor at 
St. John the Baptist Parish, Lesterville, St. 
George Parish, Scotland, and St. Boniface 
Parish, Idylwilde.
Reverend Scott Miller, in addition to his 
current assignment of parochial vicar at St. 
Michael Parish, Sioux Falls, to chaplain of 
O’Gorman Junior High School.
Reverend Shane Stevens from pastor at 
St. Joseph the Workman, Huntimer, and St. 
Rose of Lima Parish, Garretson, to remain-
ing pastor at St. Mary Parish, Dell Rapids. 
In anticipation of their ordination to 
priesthood on May 27, 2022:
Reverend Nicholas Haiar to parochial 
vicar, St. Mary Parish, Dell Rapids.
Reverend Mitchell McLaughlin to paro-
chial vicar, Sacred Heart Parish, St. Mary 
Parish, and St. Thomas Aquinas Newman 
Center, Aberdeen.
Reverend Zachary Schaefbauer to paro-
chial vicar, Holy Spirit, Sioux Falls.
The following was decreed April 18, 
2022:
Deacon Thomas Rausch from deacon at 
St. Lambert Parish, Sioux Falls, to personal 
leave from public ministry.
Since the last publication of The Bishop’s 
Bulletin, the Most Reverend Donald E. 
DeGrood decreed the following:

With the attestation of his suitability and 
good standing with the Diocese of Rich-
mond, Virginia, provided by his bishop, 
granted Deacon Mark Harrimon the fac-
ulties of the diocese for diaconal ministry 
and assigned him to minister at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish, Sioux Falls.

Relieved Deacon Chet Cordell from his 
assignment to St. Lawrence Parish, Mil-
bank, and appointed him as parish deacon 
at St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Sisseton.

Decreed the relegation of the St. Anthony 
church building in Pukwana to profane, 
non sordid use and granted consent for its 
sale.
Thank you for holding each of these priests 
and deacons in prayer as they undergo these 
transitions in their ministry.

Respectfully Submitted,
 
Mr. Matthew K. Althoff 
Chancellor

Offi cials of the Diocese of Sioux Falls Changes to the Bishop’s 
Bulletin begin in August

Location: 
3709 S. Grange Ave 

Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

Just West of Costco 
605-271-4055 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

 

UPCOMING 
R E T R E AT S

123 Saint Raphael Circle, Irene, SD 57037
605-263-1040 | broomtree@sfcatholic.org

123 Saint Raphael C
605-263-1040 | broo

DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

SPECIAL RETREATS

REGISTER FOR
RETREATS ONLINE

Broom Tree Days of Recollection begin at 10 a.m. 
and consist of conferences, time for Adoration, 
Mass, and an opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. The day ends in mid-afternoon. 
Because lunch is also served, we ask that you 
please register. A prayerful donation is requested.

June 21, 2022
Vanquishing Vice and Valuing Virtue
- directed by Fr. Kristopher Cowles

August 16, 2022
The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary
- directed by Fr. Joe Forcelle

September 13, 2022
The Meaning of the Cross
- directed by Dr. Chris Burgwald w/ Father 
Joe Vogel

October 11, 2022
TBD
- directed by Fr. Paul King

SILENT RETREATS
Men’s Silent Retreats

Women’s Silent Retreats

 September 15-18
 November 17-20

June 16-19
October 6-9
November 3-6

broom-tree.org

October 14-16, 2022
- directed by Fr. Scott Traynor

Couples Retreat 

Healing Retreats

November 11-13, 2022
- directed by Ed & Jen Hogan

Due to some recent changes related to printing the Bishop’s Bulle-
tin, we wanted to draw your attention to some changes in deadlines 
that will eff ect anniversaries, ads and events some of you may 
wish to send to us. 
Beginning with the August issue, you will notice our deadlines 
will be much earlier than they have been in the past. For example, 
the deadline for ads, anniversaries and events for the August issue 
is June 10 while the deadline for the July issue is June 16. This 
is happening because we will be using a new printing company 
beginning with the August issue and have some overlapping dates 
during the transition. 
After the August issue, due dates will settle into a more normal 
pattern again, but they will be earlier than you’re used to. For ex-
ample, the September issue deadline is July 25. If you’d like to see 
deadline dates for the remainder of 2022 and all of 2023, please 
visit sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin/advertise-and-print-schedule.
Please also notice we’ve made some changes to our anniversary 
submission guidelines on page 21. The years we will include on 
that page will be 25, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70 and 75 beginning in July. 
Finally, you may see some design changes as we make this transi-
tion over the next few months. Our goal is to keep things feeling 
fresh and continue to bring Jesus and the Church into your homes 
every month. Pray for us as we embark on this transition.
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Let the 

For some time, we have explored the diocesan vision for all of 
us to become Lifelong Catholic Missionary Disciples Through 
God’s Love. But let’s be honest, some of you reading this may be 
wondering how to begin as a missionary disciple.
It sounds a little scary and you may be asking yourself, where do 
I start? I pray, but do I pray enough to be a missionary disciple? 
I want to help in my parish, but how do I begin to get involved? 
I’m an introvert, what if they ask me to talk to large groups?
The Bishop’s Bulletin has featured many personal stories of 
parishioners in the Sioux Falls diocese living this vision long 
before the vision was revealed by the Lord to Bishop DeGrood 
in prayer. Those examples have off ered inspiration and hope to 
those of us who have yet to start our own journey to reach others 
through local missionary discipleship and acts of charity.
The answer to those questions you’re asking is to reach out, not 
to wait for someone to approach you. What are your hobbies and 
interests? Look for ways to assist that suit your personality or 
gifts. Missionary discipleship is a walk of faith, a journey over 
time giving yourself to God in your daily life and to your parish 
as a resource to help it grow and fl ourish.

They started by saying yes
Doug and Cheryl Austreim, parishioners at St. Thomas More in 
Brookings, describe how they did not start out to be missionary 
disciples in their parish. They simply wanted to build a stronger 
relationship with Jesus Christ in their daily lives and assist their 
parish in any way needed. It seemed to build over time.
“I think as we became more involved, it led to other things,” 
Doug said regarding what came fi rst, a strong relationship with 
God or volunteering in the parish. “It’s almost like a chicken 
and an egg thing because some of the things the parish did led 
us farther into our faith journey, while some of the things Cheryl 
and I did let us become more active in the parish.”         

“Many diff erent times, various priests would ask me would I do 
this or would I do that? And I guess I never thought about saying 
no; I always said yes,” Cheryl said. “Over time, more and more 
opportunities arose.”
Starting each day by praying that the Holy Spirit will guide you 
and place you in situations to help others is a good place to start. 
It puts God fi rst and can help in developing a more devout prayer 
life. Volunteering in your parish may also lead you further down 
the path of charitable work for those in need. We just need to 

Guide you in service to your parish
Holy Spirit

By Marcus Ashlock
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make sure we’re ready to say yes to new opportunities to serve.
“I think as we got involved with some of the Bible studies and 
things like that, the contexts with diff erent people sometimes 
lead you into diff erent ways that you can help out,” Doug said. 
“As we became more involved, it then led to other opportuni-
ties.”
Cheryl combined her love of sewing into charitable work by 
making quilts for the Sleep in Heavenly Peace Quilts program 
for the Catholic Daughters organization in which she is involved. 
Cheryl and Doug pray the Rosary together each day, attend daily 
Mass, and weekly adoration together. However, she describes 
how a person needs to not give in to the temptation of breaking 
those faithful habits.
“Daily Mass has become a habit and sometimes I get busy 
with things and I think, it’s easier just to stay home and keep 
going with my sewing,” Cheryl said. “Then I remind myself 
going to daily Mass is the most important thing I could do that 
day.”            

Look for inspiration        
Being open to inspiration from the Holy Spirit allows one to 
see needs where none have been previously considered. Doug 
describes a new program he championed in his own parish after 
a hospital stay. He was a patient in a small hospital in a nearby 
town when a local parishioner came by his room each day of the 
two weeks of his care. He realized there was no formal program 
at his own parish and decided to act.
“Our parish wasn’t very involved with hospital ministry,” Doug 
said. “When I got back home, I thought, this is something that 
we need here that we don’t have. So I started a hospital ministry 
where every week somebody is on call and determines if we 
have parishioners in the hospital. That was a case where I saw 
something and I’m sure the Holy Spirit was part of infl uencing 
it.”
Both Doug and Cheryl maintain their daily prayer life, and the 
conscious choice they make to encourage one another’s daily 

walk with Jesus is what makes the diff erence at home, as well as 
their parish work. The choice to be involved in the simple things, 
such as attending weekly Mass, also leads to greater opportuni-
ties to serve the Lord.
“Once people become involved by being there on Sundays, 
they’re going to feel more like they belong to the parish and 
then, hopefully, branch out into some of the ministries that they 
could participate in,” Cheryl said.
Cheryl related a story of when she and Doug were younger with 
small children, and Doug was hurt in an accident and couldn’t 
work. Their local parish organized a food drive to help provide 
for them during this rough situation. They have never forgotten 
the feeling of charity, and now as they have retired, each week 
when they purchase groceries, extra items are bought for dona-
tion.
“We’ve had success in our careers and everything, but now  
we’re involved with the food pantry here in town,” Cheryl said. 
“As we do our weekly shopping, we pick up extras of whatever’s 
on sale, and then we make a special eff ort to drop off  food each 
week. We feel like it’s a way that we can help others because we 
know there’s such a need. There are so many people that don’t 
know how they’re going to feed their families.”
“Our need many years ago probably made us more aware of 
what it feels like to not know where or how you’re going to 
make ends meet,” Doug said. “So that’s a way we feel now we 
can help others.”

Don’t forget to ask
Parishes should ask their parishioners for help if there is a need 
for assistance. If parishes are fi nding a lack of involvement, it 
could mean people need encouragement to volunteer, because in 
reality some people are simply waiting to be asked.
“Sometimes it’s real easy to just keep asking the same people to 
do things because you know they’ll say yes and you don’t have 
to worry about being turned down,” Doug said. “What we really 
need to do is ask a broader group of people and maybe you will 
get turned down, but you’re going to fi nd a few that will say yes. 
After the fi rst time, all of a sudden people are more willing to be 
involved.”
Are you willing to put God fi rst each day with prayer? Are you 
willing to open yourself up to God and say “yes” when the Holy 
Spirit is prompting you to serve him? This is your invitation to 
start your walk of faith of missionary discipleship.

Cheryl and Doug Austreim, parishioners at St. Thomas More, Brookings

Are you wondering if 
there are opportunities 

for you to serve and grow 
at your parish?

Reach out to your parish office 
today to see how you can help 

share the Lord with others.
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As a species, we’re not super keen on change. To a certain 
degree there’s prudence in this—if it ain’t broke, you don’t fi x 
it. Yet, adaptability and fl uidity are cornerstones of remaining 
relevant, and to survival. While staying deeply rooted in our core 
values is critical, plants, for example, that cannot grow towards 
the sunlight are smothered by the competing weeds that surround 
them.

This principle applies not only to plants, but also to animals, 
people and even parishes. 

A pioneering spirit, willing to take risks for the new evangeliza-
tion, is the only way we will preserve and then grow the Church. 
While we strive for this to be a path of continuous improvement, 
the truth is that change may open us to unintended, gut-wrench-
ing consequences. But within the sifting process of strife, there 
may be golden nuggets that emerge and radiate with splendid 
beauty.

How every parish navigates the challenges of this apostolic, 
post-Christendom era will be as unique as you and I are from 

By Jake Geis

each other. These individual approaches are colored with the 
highs and lows associated with the decisions made. The fol-
lowing account illustrates the path taken by one parish in our 
diocese.

Parish life prior to Covid
By all accounts, parish life at Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Watertown was cruising along smoothly. Parishioners attended 
a host of prayer groups, youth catechism classes were full, large 
events drew crowds of 300 plus, and you had to show up early 
to get a decent seat for Sunday Mass. Father Richard Fox, the 
current pastor, credits the hard work and wisdom of preceding 
priests for growing the parish into a vibrant faith community.

However, he and Missy Baumberger, the parish director of adult 
faith formation at that time and current director of missionary 
discipleship, made a key observation. The crowd at every parish 
function was populated with familiar faces. After years of expan-
sion, the parish growth had plateaued. 

Watertown parish takes

Missionary
Pioneering steps into

Discipleship
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“People started to get comfortable to come to these events,” 
Missy explained. “They were satisfi ed with what we were giving 
them.”

Upon prayer and refl ection, Father Fox identifi ed a metaphor to 
explain the parish’s situation. Though he received much feed-
back indicating parishioners felt well-fed in their faith, he said, 
“There’s a diff erence between eating and being well-fed, and 
being a cook that knows how to make good-tasting food and 
desires to serve it to others.” 

In short, the parish couldn’t grow again unless it sparked a re-
newed missionary spirit.

A specifi c incident heightened interest in this new direction. A 
Lutheran friend of a parishioner was invited to attend a parish 
event. While at fi rst skeptical of coming to a Catholic event, after 
experiencing the unique aspects of our faith, the friend found 
the Church fascinating and wanted to learn more. This was the 
catalyst for further thought—what could Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish do to showcase the genius of Catholicism to a wider 
audience?

While the parish leadership brainstormed ideas, another storm 
was brewing that would change our lives forever. This was 
March of 2020, and with the cloud of the Covid pandemic envel-
oping the entire world right down to Watertown, South Dakota, 
some of these ideas hit the backburner. In the months while the 
Sioux Falls diocese held no publicly attended Masses, the fi rst of 
several changes began. 

Investing in the staff 
With the church all but vacant through the week, thoughts turned 
to whom could the parish minister to? While searching online for 
ideas, Missy came upon an answer. A video encouraged parishes 
to use this time to build up their staff , so that when restrictions fi -
nally were removed, the staff  could be more capable of minister-
ing to the parish at large.

Under the leadership of Father Fox, group prayer multiple times 
per day became a feature of the staff . Whether in person or 
through remote technology, all members assembled for prayer 
three times per day, with the focus being a meditation on the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 p.m.

“I came to realize that the staff  itself needed to become the 
Church in miniature to lead this parish,” Father Fox explained. 
“The challenge was forming a staff  that could ‘love beyond our 
wounds’ and see each other as Christ does. We need to be a more 
authentic team of disciples, to better witness true community to 
the parish.”

By Jake Geis

In addition to prayer to create this culture, the staff  began to 
share more of their deeper thoughts and emotions with each 
other, allowing their vulnerabilities to be exposed in a loving, 
Christ-centered environment. This led to a fl owering of trust that 
was capable of traversing the Covid challenges. After the Covid 
restrictions slowly lifted, this mentality was furthered by moving 
all the staff  offi  ces to the same area of the building, rather than 
having them scattered in a wider area as separate silos.

Shi� ing towards an evangelical mindset
The lifting of restrictions allowed the conversations about that 
missionary spirit to reawaken. And the timing felt right. “Covid 
gave us the opportunity to see the world was hungry and search-
ing,” Missy said. 

The idea to share the only true satisfaction for this hunger, our 
Catholic faith, magnifi ed in the minds of the staff . The problem 
was, as Missy put it, that “so many of us didn’t have either the 
desire or skills to be missionary disciples.”

To address this, Missy scoured the web for programs on evan-
gelization. Out of all the available options, the staff  selected 
“The 99” series from Ascension Press. It had two facets, both of 
which the parish would use. The fi rst, entitled “The 99 Experi-
ence,” was targeted to the parish at large. It featured eight videos 
that helped participants identify their story and how sharing 
that story allowed them to become witnesses. The message had 
power, as it inspired one of the attendees to return to confession 
for the fi rst time in 20 years.

The second component, “The 99 Masterclass,” off ered in-depth 
training for people in leadership roles in the parish. The staff  
invited a dozen parishioners who were current volunteer leaders 
of various groups in the parish. In the original goal, the program 
would be completed in six sessions, just in time for the dozen to 
aid in “The 99 Experience” for the parish at large.

However, in the fi rst few sessions, Missy sensed a problem. 
The 12 partakers, even though very connected in their faith, 
were oddly quiet and uncomfortable with the material. Several 
expressed a desire to leave the program early. Addressing the el-
ephant in the room, Missy stopped the class and asked the group 
to express their concerns. They responded that the program was 
moving too fast, and they couldn’t process everything that was 
being asked of them.

“Missy then came to me and asked to extend the program from 
six weeks to a full year,” Father Fox said. “At fi rst, I thought that 
was a lot of time to invest in just 12 people, but then I realized 
that this is exactly what Jesus did for three years!” 

At the next session, Missy and Father Fox off ered to slow the 
pace of the program to a year and dig deeper into the group’s 
concerns. With the door now opened, the sources of tension 
came to light.

“Everyone said they didn’t feel capable of being a missionary,” 
Missy explained. “Through the program they realized they were 
not just sharing the faith as a missionary; they were sharing 
themselves.”

“They saw the risk, the danger of sharing the faith and them-
selves more personally,” Father Fox added. “The participants 
also stated they didn’t feel equipped or worthy to do this. They 
felt this job was only for exceptional people.”

Missionary

A group of parishioners attend "The 99" course. 9



To assuage their fears, Missy brought copies of St. John Paul II’s 
letters on how the laity are called to transform the world in the 
new evangelization. Armed with this information, the partici-
pants gained confi dence in themselves and the mission being 
introduced in the masterclass program. All but one member stuck 
it out for the year, and as an added bonus, a participant in “The 
99 Experience,” being enthralled in the concept, jumped into the 
masterclass as a replacement.

Salvaging success from near failure brought valuable lessons. 

“We learned that there are no cookie-cutter programs in disciple-
ship,” Missy explained. “We needed to look at each person and 
each group as an individual, with unique needs.” 

It also highlighted the importance of challenges in growing the 
faith. “If you’re not changing lives,” she said, “then there’s no 
purpose.”

Diverging paths in youth formation
Building upon the success of “The 99” series, the staff  at Im-
maculate Conception embarked on an ambitious program for the 
fall of 2021 involving youth ministry. 

“Our staff  attended a diocesan retreat at the Abbey of the Hills 
that showed 85 percent of Catholic youth leave the faith during 

their high school or college years,” Father Fox said. “So I asked 
myself, if what we have been doing no longer works, what can 
we do diff erently to change this?”

“‘The 99 Masterclass’ taught us a lot,” Missy continued, “If 
a dozen of our parish leaders didn’t feel prepared to share the 
faith, our youth’s parents likely felt the same way. We were 
also unsure what we would do if Covid forced us to lock down 
again.” 

This led to the idea to change religious education for the youth 
from a classroom-based system to a family-based system. Father 
Fox informed the parish of the new program and expounded 
upon the key tenets in a series of homilies.

The new program began with parents and children meeting at the 
church the fi rst Wednesday of each month. After a parish meal, 
children left for classroom instruction while parents remained for 
religious information, faith formation and to provide feedback 
to the parish staff  on their concerns and insights. The evening 
concluded with adoration.

Materials were sent home with the parents for them to instruct 
their children during the remaining three weeks of the month. To 
support parents, mentors were available at the church the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the month. A parish-wide speaker/sup-
per occupied the third Wednesday.

This change resulted in divergent outcomes. For some families, 
this style was a blessing. 

“Before this program, I was terrifi ed by how the secular culture 
was pressing down on my home,” explained Kalina Sternhagen. 
She and her husband Dan are parents of two children in the 

Sternhagen family

McCormick family
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program, Alanna and Brody. “I taught CCD before, but I found 
I wasn’t as equipped as I thought I would be to do this. We real-
ized that this wasn’t just teaching, it was a lifestyle change. It 
changed our priorities, how we speak to each other and how we 
parent together. It brought peace to our home.”

Kalina’s example of this shift came from a school Mother’s Day 
project Brody brought home. The assignment was to make a list 
of his mother’s favorite things. “The list said ‘Mom’s favorite 
thing is God,’” Kalina said. “That would not have happened 
before this program.”

Kalina’s views are echoed by Jim and Michelle McCormick. 
They are the parents of Christopher, Grace and Joe. When they 
started family-based religious education, they became more 
involved in their kids’ lives. 

“We now had a fi nger on the pulse of our kids’ faith,” Michelle 
noted. “I believe if we [parents] are an active part in growing 
their faith, it’s easy for them to say ‘this is important.’”

While it involved a signifi cant time commitment and tweaks 
to the program needed to be made as they went along, Jim also 
found it indispensable. 

“There’s growing pains, but we feel the fruit that this program 
will bear will be well worth it,” Jim said.

Yet this style of learning was not for every family. First, there 
were logistical challenges. 

“Parents that had children of various ages, such as a 1st, 5th 
and 9th grader, didn’t know if they should teach three separate 
lessons or one that spoke at each level,” Father Fox said. “Not 
addressing that from the outset was a failure on our [he and the 
staff ’s] part.”

Other parents felt the same inadequacies expressed the year 
prior by the dozen in “The 99 Masterclass.” Though encouraged 

by the staff , the larger number of parishioners involved with 
this program made providing the necessary level of individual 
attention diffi  cult. Other parents felt this approach did not fi t 
the needs of their children’s religious education, preferring the 
traditional classroom approach.

The combination of these factors led to a signifi cant attrition 
of families from the program. Refl ecting upon this experience, 
Father Fox and Missy feel the concept is good, but ongoing 
changes will be made to next year’s program to address the is-
sues. While the inevitable missteps of pioneering weigh heavy 
on their hearts, the beautiful fruits are worth it.

Challenge for all parishes
This struggle is repeated across our diocese. Parish leaders hop-
ing to evangelize the masses and stem the tide of youth leaving 
the Church grapple with vexing options every day. Achieving 
these endeavors will require bold action—action that may look 
diff erent in every parish. These eff orts may yield fruit 100-fold, 
induce agonizing consequences, or both. But as Teddy Roosevelt 
said, the credit goes to the “man in the arena,” the one who is 
willing to fi ght. So, let’s glove up and be not afraid.

If  you’re a parish leader and 
would like to explore new ways to 
bring missionary discipleship to 

your parish, contact the diocesan 
Discipleship and Evangelization 

team at 605-988-3714.
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Opportunities abound in ruling on Roe v. Wade
By Nicholaus Michels

The Church recently celebrated 
the solemnity of the Ascension 
in which the Apostles watched 

as Christ ascended body and soul into 
heaven. It would still be some time yet 
before the Holy Spirit would come upon 
them at Pentecost. So, they were likely 
left with a very reasonable question af-
ter seeing Jesus leave them: Now what?

We as Catholics are about to ask our-
selves the same question, but under very 
diff erent circumstances. 

The United States Supreme Court will 
be handing down a decision this month 
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization—a decision that will ei-
ther strike down or uphold the so-called 
constitutional right to abortion that the 
court in Roe v. Wade created. In either 
case, the same question will be put to 
us that was put to the Apostles after the 
Ascension: Now what? Let’s consider 
each scenario.

Suppose, fi rst, the Supreme Court 
strikes down Roe v. Wade’s prior ruling. 
Despite what many people believe, this 
does not settle the legal question; abor-
tion is not automatically outlawed in the 
United States. Rather, it is up to each 
state to resolve that question within its 
own borders. 

In South Dakota, we have what is called 
a “trigger law,” which would immedi-
ately outlaw abortion in our state except 
to save the life of the mother (see SDCL 
22-17-5.1). But in states like New York, 
for example, abortion would remain 
legal even up to the 24th week of 
pregnancy (see N.Y. Pub. Health Law § 
2599-bb). So in many ways, the work of 
the pro-life movement would really just 
be beginning.

Now what? Now we need to work on 
changing the laws in those states where 
this injustice is still carried out in the 
life of the womb.

Even in states like ours where the law 
would be more favorable to the unborn, 
there is still work to be done apart from 
the legal question: work to change the 
minds and hearts of those who do not 
embrace the gospel of life. It is not 
enough to change the law, as important 
as that is; we should also be striving to 
create a culture of life. One of the most 
important ways we do that is by cham-
pioning the dignity of life at all stages.

Consider one of the charges that those 
who support abortion rights level 
against us: that we are pro-life when 
it comes to the child in the womb, but 
aren’t as interested in championing that 
same life once it is born. I personally 
believe that allegation is hogwash and 
those who allege it are uninformed. 

There are numerous resources available 
to those in need. Consider the resources 
just within our own diocese: the Alpha 
Center, the Lourdes Center, St. Joseph 
Catholic Housing, the Mother Teresa 
Fund, or the Bishop Dudley Hospitality 
House.

And yet, perhaps the abortion rights 
crowd has a point. After all, what words 
did Christ say he would direct to the 
righteous on the last day? “Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father. Inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hun-
gry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, a stranger and 
you welcomed me,  naked and you 
clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in 
prison and you visited me” (Matthew 
25: 34-36). 

Perhaps we all have to ask ourselves, 
individually, “To what degree do I 
champion life? Am I prepared to engage 
in the corporal works of mercy? Am I 
prepared to proclaim to the world just 
how precious life is in God’s eyes—
from conception ALL THE WAY to 
natural death?”

Suppose the other scenario takes place: 
the Supreme Court upholds Roe v. 
Wade’s prior ruling. Now what? The 
answer is the same! It is always the 
same. We are called to preach the Gos-
pel “whether it is convenient or incon-
venient” (2 Timothy 4:2). We are not 
called to be successful; we are called to 
be faithful. 

Like St. John Paul II said, “We are an 
Easter People and Alleluia is our song!” 
We cannot, we will not, be deterred. 
Life will ultimately win in the end, 
because Christ won in the end.

Even if we can’t convert hearts in the 
process, we still have a responsibility to 
uphold the dignity of every life God has 
created. Our salvation depends on it.

Nicholaus Michels is the deputy state's 
attorney for Minnehaha County and a 
parishioner at the Cathedral of Saint 
Jospeh in Sioux Falls.

We are called to preach 
the Gospel “whether it 
is convenient or 
inconvenient” 
(2 Timothy 4:2).
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Adoration Sisters serve for the glory of God
By Renae Kranz

As Catholics in the United States 
gear up to begin the three-year 
National Eucharistic Revival as a 

way to return our attention to the im-
portance of our Lord in the Eucharist, a 
quiet group of religious sisters in our own 
diocese devote their entire lives to serving 
others by adoring Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament—the Perpetual Adoration Sis-
ters of the Blessed Sacrament.

Mother Angelica Morales, who was 
elected mother superior of the order in 
February of this year, says their charism is 
totally centered in the holy Eucharist and 
everything they do throughout the day is a 
continuation of the Mass.

“We are called to be witnesses of his Real 
Presence among us in the most Blessed 
Sacrament,” Mother Angelica says. “Each 
one of us expend time in prayer and 
adoration day and night, in total gift of 
self for the good of the Church and of all 
humanity. In this way, our desire is to cor-
respond to the great love with which God 
has loved the world in giving us his only 
Son for our salvation.”

The sisters are expecting many blessings 
during the Eucharistic Revival. Mother 
Angelica says we must all be open to re-
ceiving those blessings. “It will be an op-
portunity for all of us to renew our faith, 
love and devotion to the sacred mystery of 
the holy Eucharist and to let our souls be 
fed by the heavenly food,” she says.

She points out that the angels have the 
great privilege of being able to contem-
plate God face to face and are sustained 
by that. We, on the other hand, need to be 
nourished through our bodies during our 
time on earth with healthy food and with 
the “unsurpassed banquet placed before 
us each single day in the holy Eucharist” 
she says.

“If we refl ect for a moment on this real-
ity, is there anything greater that we can 
long for?” Mother Angelica says. “This 
predilection and love of God for us cannot 
be expressed in human words but only by 
faith.”

The faith of these sisters who are devoted 
to Jesus in the Eucharist is evident in 
Mother Angelica. She professed religious 
vows on August 25, 1993, at Saint John 

the Baptist Monastery in Coscomatepec 
Veracruz, Mexico. She was elected to lead 
the sisters for the next three years, and she 
was humbled by their confi dence in her as 
a leader.

“I know that this is a big privilege that I 
do not deserve,” Mother Angelica says, 
“and at the same time it is a big responsi-
bility before the Lord because a superior is 
not elected only to serve in earthly matters 
but to also serve the sisters, guiding their 
souls as servants of the Lord, encouraging 
the community to remain faithful to the 
call that we have received as Adoration 
Sisters.”

The presence of the Adoration Sisters in 
the diocese is not about them as indi-
viduals, Mother Angelica says, but is 
really about them as a community being 
dedicated to off ering their lives to Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament for the “good and 
salvation of the souls.”

“We always say that we want to go to 
heaven not alone but taking with us all the 
souls entrusted to our care in prayer,” she 
says.

Another way the sisters care for us in 
their service is by receiving daily prayer 
requests from around the diocese and 
bringing them before Jesus in the Eucha-
rist. “This is how we are united spiritually 
to the joys, suff erings, worries and needs 
of all our brothers and sisters during their 
daily journey,” Mother Angelica says.

“Our ministry has been possible because 
of the generosity of the parishes and all 
people who have been inspired by the 
Lord to share the gifts given to them,” she 
continued. “I think they are planting seeds 
on earth to harvest blessings in heaven. 
That is my prayer.”

Mother Angelica makes one last thing 
very clear: we are all always welcome to 
come to Mater Ecclesiae Monastery to 
visit the gift shop and come to the chapel 
to pray with them.

“You are always welcome to come and 
spend time before Jesus in the most 
Blessed Sacrament,” she says. “He is 
always waiting for you.”

And what can we do for the Adoration 
Sisters? We can pray for them and we can 
support them.

“We beg for your prayers so that we 
remain faithful to the Lord,” Mother An-
gelica says, “living the charism given to 
us and serving in joy and happiness to all 
who need our humble service of prayer.”

The Adoration Sisters in the Mater Ecclesiae 
Monastery chapel during Christmas



In His time:

The average American wedding costs around $30,000 and 
takes over 12 months to plan. Despite all the money and 
wedding planning, the divorce rate continues to hover 

right around the 50 percent mark.

These statistics show something is missing. The thousands of 
dollars and countless hours spent planning are all for a moment, 
an event, a day. Finding a godly spouse requires time and energy 
spent in preparation for the marriage, not the wedding.

Little girls begin dreaming about their perfect wedding early in 
life. Yet, the focus is not on the kind of wife they will one day 
be, it is on the dress they will wear and the number of people 
who will stand beside them at the altar. 

And in that year before the actual wedding, caterers are secured, 
fl owers are chosen, and fi rst-dance songs are picked. Little time 
is left to focus on the person they will be bringing into the mar-
riage. Matthew Kelly, in his “Better Together” marriage prepa-
ration program, refl ects that as much time, or more, should be 
spent planning for the marriage as is spent planning the wedding.

So what is missing? And more importantly, why would we con-
tinue to seek this institution of marriage if the time, money and 
eff ort are not paying off ?

Goodness of marriage

Proverbs 18:22 says, “To fi nd a wife is to fi nd happiness, a favor 
granted by the Lord.” And it goes on to tout the value of a good 
wife in chapter 31:10-11, “Who can fi nd a woman of worth? Far 
beyond jewels is her value. Her husband trusts her judgment, he 
does not lack income.” Clearly, Scripture recognizes the good-
ness of marriage. 

As Catholics, we know marriage is sacramental, meaning it is an 
outward sign of a supernatural reality. We are drawn closer into 
communion with God through the sacrament of marriage, and 
through marriage, we are called to bring one another to the gates 
of heaven.

But the question remains, how do we get ourselves into a godly 
marriage, and how do we ensure it lasts a lifetime?

Jason Evert has spent his professional career focusing on this 
question. In one of his many books on the topic, “The Dating 
Blueprint,” he specifi cally addresses young men and the best 
approach to fi nding exactly what God wants for them. While he 
off ers advice on everything from how to ask a girl out to when to 
know if you are ready for marriage, he off ers the encouragement 
that to fi nd the wife of your dreams, a young man needs to fi rst 
be the man she deserves. 

God's plan 
for finding a godly spouse

By Heidi Comes
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Similarly, in Sarah Swaff ord’s book 
“Emotional Virtue,” she dives into common 
problems faced in dating but always comes 
back to the need to become the person God 
created you to be fi rst.

This gets to the heart of seeking and fi nding 
a godly spouse—be a godly person.

Become what you seek

There is an old expression: you are what 
you attract. In order to fi nd the godly 
spouse you long for, you have to be a godly 
person. In Matthew 6:33, Jesus says, “But 
seek fi rst the kingdom [of God] and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
given you besides.” God knows the desires 
of our hearts; he knows what we long for 
and need before we think or imagine it. 

Both Evert and Swaff ord acknowledge and 
encourage a deep and ongoing development 
of personal character that centers on Christ. 
For Evert, he calls this period of time the “loving your bride 
before you meet her” stage. Even in the time when a young man 
isn’t actively dating, he can still be forming himself in a way that 
speaks of the love he has for his future bride, through self-denial 
and spiritual development. And likewise, Evert’s wife, Crysta-
lina, encourages young women with these words, “Instead of 
looking for the ideal man, become the ideal woman, and let him 
come fi nd you.”

Prayer, always, is the best place to start. 

While it can be tempting, at any age, to go down a list of 
requests during our personal time of prayer, it is important to 
develop habits that go beyond that. Spend time in prayer that is 
Christ-centered, not self-centered. 

Relational prayer requires us to actively listen and share, allow-
ing time for God to speak softly into our hearts. In these mo-
ments of prayer, pour out your heart to him in gratitude for his 
goodness, and with honest abandonment, share the concerns of 
your heart. Ask God to make known his desire for your future, 
and to begin preparing you for the vocation he has in mind.

Additionally, recognizing and seeking out friendships of value, 
people who encourage you to be the best version of yourself and 
inspire you to do better is so important. Surrounding yourself 
with people of godly character can only increase your chances of 
fi nding a godly spouse. 

In the end, it all comes down to trusting God with the most 
vulnerable places of our hearts. Allowing him into those deep 
longings and desires, and allowing him room to shape and mold 
you, while at the same time trusting him to do the same with 
your future spouse.

Worth the wait

Waiting for an answer to prayer is never easy, but waiting upon 
a godly spouse is always worth it. Never settle for less than what 

God has planned for you. Even if it may not seem like it, there 
are worse things than being alone. The actor Robin Williams 
once said, “I used to think that the worst thing in life was to end 
up all alone, it’s not. The worst thing in life is to end up with 
people who make you feel all alone.” 

Unfortunately, this fear of being alone is what drives so many 
young people into unhealthy relationships, only to discover that 
the longing for love they seek cannot be found outside of God’s 
perfect plan for them. When you immerse yourself in Christ and 
the love he has for you, his “perfect love will cast out all fear.” 

So fi x your eyes on Christ Jesus, the one who loves you more 
deeply than you can possibly imagine. Spend time with him in 
adoration and at Mass. Talk to him every day and develop a re-
lationship with the one who is love. And when that person, your 
person, the one who God has prepared for you alone, walks into 
your life, you will be ready to love them as they were created to 
be loved.

“Don’t worry about fi nding your soul mate. Find yourself.” 
-Jason Evert

Check out the resources mentioned 
in the story:
• The Dating Blueprint by Jason Evert 
• Emotional Virtue by Sarah Swaff ord

Interested in learning more?

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin June 2022 • The Bishop’s Bulletin     15



Explaining the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist
How can I explain the real presence of Jesus 
in the Eucharist when people ask about it?

Be sure to check out the additional 
resources at 
sfcatholic.org/answer.
If you have a question you 
need an answer to, email 
rkranz@sfcatholic.org.

Chris Burgwald holds a doctorate 
in theology and is the director 
of discipleship formation for the 
Diocese of Sioux Falls.

This is a regular question 
people ask, and with the 
kickoff  this month of the 
National Eucharistic Revival 
(see Bishop’s column on page 

2), it makes sense to address it 
now. But in order to do the ques-

tion justice, we’re taking a few columns to 
respond to this question.
In last month’s column we began by look-
ing at one of the deep biblical roots of the 
Mass in the Old Testament in order to see 
how the Mass did not appear out of thin 
air, but in fact has ancient origins in the 
Word of God. This month, we’re going to 
continue to explore some of those other 
Old Testament roots.
Two of these roots are closely associ-
ated with the Exodus, the key moment 
in the history of Israel when God saved 
them from slavery in Egypt and led them 
eventually to the Holy Land. Near the 
beginning of that journey, God gathered 
his people together at Mount Sinai, in 
the Sinai Peninsula. We read about this 
gathering of God’s people in Exodus 19, 
which tells us several things.
The fi rst thing to note is that in coming to 
Sinai, the Israelites are following God’s 
command: He calls the people to come 
to Sinai. Why? In order to hear his word. 
That is, God calls his people to come 
before him to receive his word at Mount 
Sinai.
When the people are assembled by God at 
Mount Sinai, the following happens. First, 
the people prepare to receive God’s word 
through a series of actions of praise, ado-
ration, supplication, fasting and purifi ca-
tion. At the climax of these actions comes 
the reception of the word of God: the Ten 
Commandments.
Once God’s word was proclaimed, it 
was solemnly accepted and agreed to by 
the entire people; it was with this accep-
tance the covenant between God and his 
people was constituted. It still needed to 
be ratifi ed, however, and this required a 
sacrifi cial off ering. In that sacrifi ce, the 
people pledged themselves to the word 
of God that they had received, and then 
God sealed his word, and this pledging 

occurred by the sprinkling of the 
sacrifi cial off ering on the people. Thus 
were the Israelites established as the 
people of God.
This kind of ritual gathering of God’s 
people would be repeated in Israel’s 
history, with similar elements: God 
calling his people together, the procla-
mation of his word, prayer and praise 
to God, and the off ering of sacrifi ce 
(or in some instances, a formal prayer 
of thanksgiving) to formally renew 
the covenant.
We see here the very same structure we 
fi nd in the Mass: God calls us together, 
we repent of our sins and give praise to 
God, his word is proclaimed, and then a 
thanksgiving sacrifi ce is off ered that the 
people partake in.
And this points us to the other Old Testa-
ment root we’ll consider this month: the 
Passover sacrifi ce and meal itself, which 
the Israelites celebrated the night before 
God led them out of Egypt and then every 
year since then, for over 3,000 years.
In the Passover, the Israelites sacrifi ced 
an unblemished (i.e. fl awless) lamb, and 
then roasted and ate the lamb, together 
with wine, unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. In so doing, they celebrated (and 
still celebrate today) their freedom from 
slavery in Egypt. In fact, the Jewish belief 
was and is that in the Passover ritual, 
they are themselves participating in that 
historical event: they are present at that 
event, even though it happened thousands 
of years ago.
We see this, for example, in the writings 
of the fi rst century Jewish rabbi Gama-
liel, who’s mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles; he was a great scholar among 
the Jews of the time. St. Paul notes that 
he himself learned at the feet of Gama-
liel, and he was the one who cautioned 
the Sanhedrin to be careful about how 
they treated the Apostles after Pentecost. 
Speaking of the Passover and its annual 
celebration, Gamaliel wrote: “Every man 
in every generation must consider himself 
as having been personally delivered from 
Egypt. Every Israelite must know that he 
personally has been freed from slavery.”

So in the Passover sacrifi ce and meal, a 
fl awless lamb is consumed, together with 
bread and wine, and in this ritual, God’s 
saving action in the past is made present 
so those celebrating can participate in it 
and, in a sense, receive its benefi ts.
It was precisely this sacrifi cial meal that 
Jesus celebrated at the Last Supper, with 
a crucial deviation: at the point during the 
meal when the sacrifi ced and roasted lamb 
would be consumed, Jesus instead took 
the unleavened bread, gave thanks, broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples to consume, 
saying, “This is my body, which is given 
for you.”
We can see here the basis for the Catholic 
teaching that at the Mass, we participate in 
Jesus’ saving work for us in his crucifi xion 
and resurrection: he is the unblemished, 
fl awless, sinless Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world, and at the 
Mass, we both participate in those events 
2,000 years ago and consume the Lamb of 
God in holy Communion.
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Diocesan priests celebrate anniversaries

Religious Goods Inc.
Hurley’s

Serving You Since 1951

Relgious Gifts for All Occasions
Baptism - Communion - Confirmation

Weddings - ArtWork - Statues - Jewelry
Crucifixes - Candles - Church Supplies

1-800-437-4338
www.hurleysrg.com
(full catalog available online)

Store Location
1417 S. University Dr.

Fargo, ND 58103

Father Jerome Holtzman was 
born in Highmore. He was 
ordained June 2, 1957. He 
served in many parishes in the 
diocese, taught in Mitchell and 
at O’Gorman High School, and 
joined the Maryknoll associate 
program, going on missions in 
Thailand and South America. 
Father Holtzman is retired and 
resides in Watertown.

65th Anniversary 60th Anniversary 50th Anniversaries

25th Anniversaries

Father Jerome Holtzman Father John Riedman Father Rodney Farke Father Edward Pierce

Father Randy Phillips Bishop Donald DeGrood

Father John Riedman was born 
in Valley City, North Dakota. 
He was ordained June 2, 1962, 
in Fargo, North Dakota, and 
incardinated into the Diocese 
of Sioux Falls on November 
28, 1988. He taught in several 
Catholic schools and served 
as pastor at many parishes, in-
cluding rector of the Cathedral 
of Saint Joseph. He is retired 
and resides in Texas.

Father Rodney Farke was 
ordained May 20, 1972. He 
has served in many parishes 
around the diocese and es-
tablished St. Benedict Parish 
in Yankton. In July 2016 he 
retired as pastor, continuing to 
live in Brookings and help in 
parishes in the area.

Father Ed Pierce was raised 
in Newton, Iowa. He was 
ordained June 1, 1972. He has 
served as vice rector of the 
then O’G Minor Seminary, 
founding pastor at Brandon, 
penitentiary chaplain and 
Carmelite confessor. He is cur-
rently serving as a diocesan 
consultor.

Bishop Donald DeGrood was 
born February 14, 1965, in 
Faribault, Minnesota. He was 
ordained May 31, 1997. He 
served in several parishes in 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis, as well as 
serving as a formator and 
spiritual director for seminar-
ians and as vicar for clergy. 
He was ordained as the ninth 
bishop of the Diocese of Sioux 
Falls on February 13, 2020.

Father Randy Phillips was 
born in Mitchell. He is a 
convert to Catholicism, and 
worked in banking before 
becoming a priest. He was 
ordained June 13, 1997. Father 
Phillips has served in parishes 
in Watertown, Dell Rapids, Ip-
swich, Scotland, Idlywilde and 
Mayfi eld. He currently serves 
as pastor at St. Thomas Parish 
in Faulkton and St. Liborius 
Parish in Polo.

on the 25th anniversary of your ordination to the priesthood.
We are grateful for your humble service in leading us all closer to Jesus.
May God bless you and keep you a holy, happy, and healthy Bishop!

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and School  |  Savage, MN

Congratulations Bishop DeGrood
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Jay Fritzemeier, FIC

605-999-2705
Mitchell, Parkston &  
nearby

Brian Zitzmann, FIC

701-238-3643
Milbank, Big Stone City  
& nearby

Butch Byers, FICF 
605-661-2437
Sioux Falls, Watertown
& nearby

Angie Jorgensen, FIC

605-660-5814
Yankton, Vermillion & 
nearby

WE are the only Catholic 
Fraternal Insurer who 

offers Medicare Supplement 
Insurance in South Dakota

*Neither Catholic United Financial nor its standard Medicare Supplement insurance policy are connected 
with or endorsed by the US government or the federal Medicare program. Plan options vary depending 
on where you live. This is a solicitation of insurance. © 2021 Catholic United Financial MSNA10A

Medicare Supplement insurance* now available. 
Contact your local representative for details.

COUNSELING
SERVICES

CALL US TODAY

YOU’RE MADE TO FLOURISH

605-988-3775  |  THELOURDESCENTER.COM

Experts in
Exterior Building Repair

www.midcontinental.com
800-835-3700

Masonry Cleaning

Mortar Joint 
Repair

Brick Repair

Stone Repair

Caulk Replacement

Stucco Repair

Plaster Repair

Painting

Clear Water 
Repellents
Waterproof 
Coatings

Structural Concrete 
Repair

431 N. Cliff Avenue • Sioux Falls, SD 
605-335-5823

  Open Monday - Saturday | 9am - 5pm
All donations are tax deductible.

WHEN YOU

SHOP
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift
You help those in need

Thank you for all your continuing support of St. Vincent de Paul



DIMOCK – Bob and Jean 
Schoenfelder will celebrate their 
50th anniversary on June 10. They 
have 3 children, 2 grandchildren 
and are members of Ss. Peter and 
Paul Parish.

EDEN – John and Sue Jaspers will 
celebrate their 60th anniversary on 
June 23. They have 4 children (1 
deceased), 9 grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren and are mem-
bers of Sacred Heart Parish.

LAKE ANDES – Gary and Shari 
Boetel will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 23. They have 
4 children (1 deceased), 10 grand-
children and 6 great-grandchildren 
and are members of St. Mark 
Parish.

MADISON – Gerald and Alice 
Lange will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 2. They have 4 
children, 13 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish.

ELK POINT – Dan and Marie Ful-
lenkamp will celebrate their 55th 
anniversary on June 17. They have 
3 children, 6 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Joseph Parish.

HURON – JD and Shelley Noonan 
will celebrate their 25th anniver-
sary on June 9. They are members 
of Holy Trinity Parish.

JEFFERSON – Paul and Danielle 
Irwin will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 2. They have 
4 children, 9 grandchildren and 
6 great-grandchildren and are 
members of St. Peter Parish.

MELLETTE – Jim and Jeanne 
Fischbach will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on June 11. They have 
3 children, 9 grandchildren and are 
members of All Saints Parish.

MILBANK – LeRoy and Kate 
Capp will celebrate their 30th 
anniversary on June 27. They have 
3 children and are members of St. 
Lawrence Parish.

BOWDLE – Joseph and Betty 
Geier will celebrate their 65th 
anniversary on June 4. They have 
4 children, 11 grandchildren (1 de-
ceased) and 9 great-grandchildren 
and are members of St. Augustine 
Parish.

ABERDEEN – Craig and Tracie 
Eschenbaum will celebrate their 
25th anniversary on June 14. They 
have 3 children and are members 
of St. Mary Parish.

HUMBOLDT – Dale and Jackie 
Lofswold will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 3. They have 
3 children, 7 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Ann Parish.

MILLER – Allen and Jane 
DeRoos will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 23. They have 
2 children, 6 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Ann Parish.

MITCHELL – Bob and Lori 
Schleich will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on June 12. They have 
8 children, 2 grandchildren and are 
members of Holy Family Parish.

MOBRIDGE – Edward and Mary 
Schweitzer will celebrate their 
60th anniversary on June 9. They 
have 3 children, 9 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren and are 
members of St. Joseph Parish.

PIERRE – Ron and Marlys Mul-
livan will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 28. They 
have 5 children (1 deceased), 15 
grandchildren and 14 great-grand-
children and are members of Ss. 
Peter and Paul Parish.

ROSHOLT – Dennis and Ardie 
Kraus celebrated their 65th an-
niversary on May 22. They have 
4 children, 7 grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren and are 
members of St. John the Baptist 
Parish.

SALEM – Mike and Diane 
McGregor will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 10. They have 
3 children, 6 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Mary Parish.

SALEM – Jim and Lois Mc-
Cormick will celebrate their 55th 
anniversary on June 3. They have 7 
children, 19 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Mary Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Dave and Karen 
Bangasser will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on June 26. They have 
1 child, 2 grandchildren and are 
members of Holy Spirit Parish.

Anniversaries continued on page 20
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SIOUX FALLS - Lyn and Diane 
Oleson will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 3. They have 
4 children, 2 grandchildren and are 
members of Christ the King Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Don and Jane 
Stoltz will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 30. They have 
3 children, 2 grandchildren and are 
members of Holy Spirit Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Gary and Colette 
Peterson will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 10. They have 
3 children, 8 grandchildren and 4 
great-grandchildren and are mem-
bers of Holy Spirit Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Parker and Judy 
Kunkel will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 2. They have 3 
children (1 deceased), 3 grandchil-
dren and are members of Christ the 
King Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Carl and Mari-
etta Soukup will celebrate their 
60th anniversary on June 19. They 
have 4 children, 11 grandchildren 
and 2 great-grandchildren and are 
members of St. Michael Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – John and Jeanne 
Ranek will celebrate their 65th 
anniversary on June 25. They have 
5 children, 8 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren and are mem-
bers of Christ the King Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – John and Delo-
res Gauer will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 6. They have 
3 children, 7 grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren and are mem-
bers of Christ the King Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Monte and Tami 
Carda will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on June 19. They have 
4 children, 3 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Therese Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Don and Maggie 
Zahm will celebrate their 55th 
anniversary on June 24. They have 
2 children, 5 grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren and are mem-
bers of Holy Spirit Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Bob and Shirley 
Garry will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 24. They have 
3 children, 8 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Lambert Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Joe and Suzanne 
Mentele will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on June 19. They have 
2 children and are members of St. 
Mary Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Randy and Kathi 
Lindquist will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 17. They have 
4 children, 5 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Michael Parish.

SISSETON – Darrell and Sharon 
Haaland will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on June 5.  They have 
2 children, 6 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Peter Parish.

TABOR – Ron and Gail Hovorka 
will celebrate their 45th anni-
versary on June 17. They have 4 
children, 2 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Wenceslaus Parish.

WAGNER – Donald and Theresa 
Koupal will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on June 26. They 
have 3 children (1 deceased), 8 
grandchildren (1 deceased) and are 
members of St. John the Baptist 
Parish.

WATERTOWN – Dave and Sandy 
Crawford will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on June 16. They have 
3 children, 4 grandchildren and are 
members of Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish.

WATERTOWN – Norbert and 
Helen Gruba will celebrate their 
25th anniversary on June 20. 
They are members of Immaculate 
Conception Parish.

WEBSTER – Steve and Rita 
Kurkowski celebrated their 30th 
anniversary on May 9. They have 2 
children and are members of Christ 
the King Parish.

WESSINGTON SPRINGS – Larry 
and Ann Olson will celebrate their 
50th anniversary on June 3. They 
have 2 children, 5 grandchildren 
and are members of St. Joseph 
Parish.

WHITE LAKE – Scott and 
Chantelle Kirsch celebrated their 
30th anniversary on May 23. They 
have 9 children (1 deceased), 3 
grandchildren and are members of 
St. Peter Parish.

Anniversaries continued on page 21
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Father Dana Christensen loses battle with ALS
Father Dana Christensen, 44, a 
priest of the Diocese of Sioux 
Falls, died May 15, 2022, at 
his home in Milbank where 
he had been receiving hospice 
care.
A solemn high requiem Mass 
of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated May 19 at the Cathe-
dral of Saint Joseph. Burial 
was at St. Lawrence Cemetery 
in Milbank.
Dana Robert Christensen was 
born June 12, 1977, in Mil-
bank, South Dakota. He was 
the eldest of four children born 
to Lowell and Cindy (Kelly) 
Christensen. Dana received the 
sacraments of baptism on June 
27, 1977, and confi rmation on 
May 1, 1994, in Saint Law-
rence Church in Milbank.
In 1997 after graduating high 
school, Dana enrolled in the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Minor Seminary in Winona, 

Minnesota. In 2001, he contin-
ued his priestly formation by 
enrolling at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary in St. Louis, Mis-
souri. On June 3, 2005, he was 
ordained to the priesthood at 
the Cathedral of Saint Joseph 
by the Most Reverend Robert 
J. Carlson, in his capacity as 
bishop emeritus of the diocese.

Upon his ordination to the 
priesthood, Father Christensen 
served as an associate pastor 
at Holy Spirit Parish in Sioux 
Falls. In 2007, at the appoint-
ment of the Most Reverend 
Paul J. Swain, Father Chris-
tensen began his pastoral 
ministry as pastor to St. Rose 
of Lima and St. Joseph the 
Workman parishes in Garret-
son and Huntimer. 

He would go on to serve 
in pastoral ministry at the 
parishes in Ethan, Dimock, 
Alexandria, Emery and Bridge-

water before retiring from his 
role as pastor due to medical 
reasons in April of 2020. His 
public priestly ministry contin-
ued until his health would no 
longer permit him the ability to 
provide sacramental ministry 
to parishioners in May of 2020.

In 2009, Father Christensen 
was assigned to graduate stud-
ies at St. Mary of the Lake

University in Mundelein, Il-
linois, where he studied sacred 
liturgy. 
In addition, Father Christensen 
served as associate vocations 
director as well as a dean and 
member of the presbyteral 
council of the diocese.
Father Christensen served as 
a chaplain to the Northern 
Lieutenancy of the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulcher. 
He also used social media and 
personal blogs as a tool for the 
evangelization he attempted 
to provide as a function of the 
holy priesthood to which he 
was ordained.
Father Christensen is survived 
by his parents, Lowell and 
Cindy Christensen of Mil-
bank, his brother Jon (Alesia) 
Christensen, Milbank, and 
sisters Katie (Justin) Pinkert, 
Milbank, and Annie
Christensen, Milbank.

Father Dana Christensen

Anniversaries continued from page 20

YANKTON – Francis and Jeanne 
Laff ey will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on June 12. They are 
members of St. Benedict Parish.

We accept anniversary submissions for the following 
anniversary years: 25, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70 and 75. We 

include them in the issue of the month of the anniversary or 
the following month’s issue. Submissions received for later 

issues will not be included.  

Send a color photo, anniversary information and self-
addressed, stamped envelope by June 16 for inclusion in 
the July 2022 edition and by June 10 for the August 2022 

edition to:

The Bishop’s Bulletin
523 North Duluth Avenue

Sioux Falls, SD 57104
or e-mail to: bwingen@sfcatholic.org.

ANNIVERSARY SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
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Presentation Sisters elect new leadership

Congratulations Fathers 
Haiar, Schaefbauer, and McLaughlin!

The newest joyful, Catholic leaders ordained in the Diocese of Sioux Falls

The Presentation Sisters of Aberdeen held 
their Presentation Congregational General 
Chapter in March 2022 where they elected 
a new leadership team. 

The purpose of the chapter is to strengthen 
the congregation’s unity and apostolic 
vitality for the sake of the Church and the 
world. 

Every four years, congregational mem-
bers gather for their Chapter of Aff airs 
and Election to set directions for the next 
years, which will forward their apostolic 
mission. A president and council is then 
elected to lead in implementing these 
directions. 

The new leadership team will be installed 
June 2.

The new leadership team for the Presentation Sisters of Aberdeen includes, from 
left: Vice President Sister Vicky Larson, Councilor Sister Roxanne Seifert, Councilor 
Sister Pegge Boehm, and President Sister Mary Thomas. (Photo courtesy of the 
Presentation Sisters)
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The Lourdes Center

Grief Bible Study - A Season of Hope. 
This will run for six weeks starting 
Wednesday, July 6 from 9-10:30 a.m.  

Summer Grief Series: expressing grief 
in a healthy way - This program will run 
for three weeks starting Tuesday, July 
12 from 6-8 p.m. Each week a diff erent 
guest speaker will lead the group through 
a healthy, creative outlet for grief such as 
art, prayer, a craft and gentle exercise.

Please contact The Lourdes Center at 605-
988-3775 for more information or if you 
would like to register for either of these 
programs.

Recitation of the Rosary
Friday, June 3 - The rosary is recited for 
the faithful departed on the fi rst Friday of 
the month at 10 a.m. in St. Michael Ceme-
tery in Sioux Falls.

St. Benedict Yankton rummage sale
June 1-3 - St. Benedict Parish in Yankton is 
holding its annual rummage sale on Wednes-
day and Thursday from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. and 
Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. Friday will feature 
items at half price. Cash only. A portion of 
the proceeds will go to Rivercity Domestic 
Violence Center of Yankton.

Mass for those who have lost an infant
June 4 - A Mass will be celebrated on Sat-
urday at 9:30 a.m. at St. Michael Parish in 
Sioux Falls for those who have lost an in-
fant. We invite those who have experienced 
the loss of a child through miscarriage, still-
birth or infant loss (whether recently or 
years ago). Come celebrate the Eucharist to-
gether. You are not alone in your loss. This 
will be a time to honor the gift of your child 
and receive a special blessing of parents who 
have experienced a loss. After Mass, we will 
gather for refreshments and conversation.

Marian retreat in Aberdeen
June 11 - Sacred Heart Parish in Aberdeen 
is hosting a “33-days to Morning Glory” 
Marian retreat for either renewal of conse-
cration or fi rst-time consecration. The fi rst 
meeting starts June 11 at 9 a.m. at the parish 
hall. The rest of the retreat days are June 12, 
19, 26 and July 3 and 10 at 12:45 p.m., with 
consecration day held July 16 after the 8:15 
a.m. Mass. Please bring your own book if 
you are renewing your consecration, or get a 
free book at our fi rst meeting. Call Chiara at 
the parish at 605-225-7065 if you have any 
questions.

Family Camp at Broom Tree
June 24-27 - Join us for an all-inclusive 
Family Camp experience! This camp, direct-
ed by Sean and Jenn Dalton and Father Scott 
Traynor, off ers your family a great opportu-
nity to get away from the busyness and dis-
tractions of daily life to grow together in 
your relationship with each other and with 
God. The weekend begins June 24 at 5 p.m. 
and ends June 27 at 1:30 p.m. For informa-
tion on costs and to register, go to broom-
tree.org or call 605-263-1040.

Search for Christian Maturity Retreat
July 22-24 - Registration is now open for 
the March Search for Christian Maturity Re-
treat held at Holy Spirit Church in Sioux 
Falls. Search is a student-led, Roman Cath-
olic retreat. The weekend features talks, 

Sacred Heart Monastery

June 3 - Online Lectio Divina, Fridays, 
June 3, 10, 17 and July 1 10-10:45 a.m. 
Meet online for Lectio Divina, a time for 
praying with the Gospel of the follow-
ing Sunday. To register any time, contact 
group leader, Sr. Penny Bingham OSB at 
pbingham@yanktonbenedictines.org 605-
668-6023. Include your email address. 

June 18 - Monthly Contemplative Morn-
ings. Meeting the third Saturday of the 
month, 9-11:15 a.m. Contact Sr. Doris 
at doberembt@yanktonbenedictines.org 
605-668-6022. yanktonbenedictines.org/
retreats-contemplative-mornings.

Supervision for Spiritual Directors - 
Register now for 2022-2023 in-person 
or online supervision groups for spiritual 
directors. Contact Sr. Jeanne Ranek at 
jeanne.ranek@yanktonbenedictines.org. 
For more information: www.yanktonbene-
dictines.org/retreat-center/supervision-for-
spiritual-directors.

Silent personal retreats - We are cur-
rently accepting fully vaccinated and 
boosted residential retreatants at the Peace 
Center. You are welcome to contact us for 
reservations at 605-668-6292 or yankton-
benedictines.org/silent-personal-retreats.

Spiritual direction - Share your experi-
ence of God with an experienced com-
panion-guide and intensify your spiritual 
journey. Scheduling is fl exible, typically 
meeting once a month. Contact us to visit 
about online or in-person options at Bene-
dictinePeaceCtr@yanktonbenedictines.org 
or 605-668-6292.  

skits, music and opportunities to encoun-
ter Christ in the sacraments. All high school, 
college-age students and adults are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. Please contact us 
by phone 605-371-1478 or by email Sioux-
FallsSearch@gmail.com. Visit the Search 
website for more information and to register. 
www.siouxfallssearch.org.

Pray at Planned Parenthood with the 
Jericho Wall group
Tuesdays - In Joshua 1:14 fi ghting-age men 
are called to go to Jericho’s wall to fi ght 
for the women and children. Today we are 
called to step out for our faith. Men are 
meeting on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. at our 
wall of Planned Parenthood to pray the rosa-
ry for our women and children. We are ask-
ing for men to join us. If you have questions, 
call Paul at 605-201-5428. Women are wel-
come.

DEADLINES FOR THIS PAGE 
ARE CHANGING SOON!

If you have something you want to have placed on this page, 
beginning with the August issue information will need to be 
emailed to Casey at cbassett@sfcatholic.org approximately 
one and one half months before the issue is in mailboxes. For 
example, events for the August issue will be due June 10. 
Please plan ahead so you don’t miss the deadline! For a list 
of due dates for upcoming months, please visit sfcatholic.org/
bishopsbulletin/advertise-and-print-schedule.
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Jon Beebe 
General Agent 

(605) 882-8689 
jon.beebe@kofc.org 

www.kofcbeebeagency.com

Mark DiSanto 
Rapid City 

605-391-5694 
mark.disanto@kofc.org

Adam Werkmeister 
Armour 

605-999-0743  
adam.werkmeister@kofc.org

Phil Carlson 
Brookings 

605-695-4793 
philip.carlson@kofc.org

Tom Bechen 
Mitchell 

605-770-9798 
thomas.bechen@kofc.org

Jeff Gillen 
Sioux Falls 

605-759-7204 
jeff.gillen@kofc.org

Cole Heisey 
Sioux Falls 

605-740-0273 
cole.heisey@kofc.org

Matt Weller 
Redfield 

605-450-6066 
matthew.weller@kofc.org

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

This Could  
Be You! 

Contact Jon for 
Career Opportunities

RECOGNIZED FOR  
WHAT WE DO BEST.

*  Knights of Columbus ranked #6 in the permanent life insurance category on  
Forbes 2022 America’s Best Insurance Companies list. Forbes partnered with  
Statista to independently survey more than 16,000 customers who owned  
at least one insurance policy across 7 insurance product categories.
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