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BISHOP DONALD DEGROOD

n a college course I took, I was

blessed to learn an important insight

from St. Anselm about a good ap-
proach to the things of faith that we don’t
understand: “faith seeking understanding.”
This key insight has been so helpful to me
because previously I would come from the
disposition of “I need to understand first
and then I will believe (have faith).” The
problem with my former way of thinking
was that [ needed to learn that faith is a
gift from God.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC) speaks of faith as the “theological
virtue by which we believe in God and
believe all that he has said and revealed

to us, and that Holy Church proposes for
our belief, because he is truth itself” (CCC
1814).

Unlike some parts of our daily life, many
things we believe by faith can’t be proven
through our human capacities, i.e. external
and internal powers such as touch, smell,
hearing, taste, imagination, intellect, etc.
Those capacities are the tools by which
we most commonly learn. For example,
we experience wood and its hardness,

and that gives definition to the concept of
wood.

Spiritual realities, on the other hand,
require a supernatural power in order to
understand them because we can not know
them through our internal and external
powers alone. Is it any wonder then that as
humans we tend to struggle with the spiri-
tual mysteries of our faith? We tend to go
right to our human powers and think this
is the only way to know something that is
spiritual, but it doesn’t work this way.

We know from the Bible the many ex-
amples in both the Old and New Testa-
ments of people struggling to believe the
prophets and even Jesus himself when
they called people to have faith. Even
today, it is so common to struggle with the
spiritual reality of faith, partly because we
are so prone to limit our understanding
and willingness to believe something, and
then do so only when our human pow-

ers on their own can come to know and
believe that the thing is true.
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Turn to God for the supernatural gitt of faith

To complicate it even more, in our culture
today, many believe there are no objective
truths but rather there are different truths
for different people. This error in thinking
leads to confusion and uncertainty and de-
nies the objectivity of what is really true.

What I’ve learned is that “faith seeking
understanding” (about spiritual mat-

ters God has revealed to us) opens wide
the doors for us to receive supernatural
(God’s) spiritual powers. For example, if
we ask God and are honestly open to the
reality of spiritually good things from him
(grace), then we can attain the potential
of using both natural and supernatural
powers.

In my own life, there were many times

in my teen and young adult years when

I struggled believing in the Real Pres-
ence of Jesus in the Eucharist. I struggled
because I kept trying to understand this
mystery of our faith only through my
own human powers of knowing rather
than turning also to what Jesus so clearly
revealed to us in Scripture. This could be
the same reason that a 2019 Pew Research
poll of Catholics reported only 30 percent
believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in
the Eucharist—we’re trying too hard

to believe it under our own power and
knowledge.

“Faith seeking understanding” helped me
turn to God and ask for the supernatural
gift of faith and then choose to receive and
believe the mystery of faith. The result has
been that the veil of doubt and confusion
was replaced with a spiritual knowledge
and belief that the Eucharist is truly the
body and blood of Jesus.

Oh what a difference turning to God and
asking for faith, or whatever supernatural
gift we need, makes to learning what’s ob-
jectively true as God has revealed, as He
knows and desires for us to experience by
being open and dependent upon his grace.

Let’s pray that we all can humbly ask God
for the gift of “faith seeking understand-
ing” so all people can come to know and
love the objective truth of natural and
supernatural powers that God generously
has and desires to give to us.
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BISHOP'S SCHEDULE

September

4 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of
Saint Joseph*

5 9:00 State Fair Mass, Women's
Building, SD State Fair
Grounds, Huron

5-7 Labor Day priest gathering at
The Abbey of the Hills

9 6:00 Holy Spirit Men’s Group,
Holy Spirit Parish, Sioux Falls

11 4:30 Installation Mass of Father
Tom Anderson, Sacred Heart
Parish, Yankton

12 8:30 Installation Mass of Father

Tom Anderson, St. Benedict
Parish, Yankton

12 11:00 Caregivers of Children

15 9:00

16 8:30

18 4:00

19 9:30

20-21

21-24

25 4:00

with Special Needs Retreat,
Broom Tree Retreat and
Conference Center
Opening Mass at Mount
Marty University Mission Day,
Yankton

Staff retreat at Broom Tree
Retreat and Conference
Center

Stational Mass, Cathedral of
Saint Joseph*

Mass at St. Lambert Parish,
Sioux Falls

Bishop’s Charity Hunt,
Horseshoe K Ranch, Kimball
Institute for Priestly
Formation Bishop’s Program
Stational Mass, Cathedral of
Saint Joseph*

26 11:00 Installation Mass of Father

30

October

2

2 4:00

3 2:00

4-7

Tom Hartman, St. Michael
Parish, Sioux Falls
Monastery of Our Mother of
Mercy and St. Joseph visit,
Alexandria

50th South Dakota Right to
Life Convention, Sioux Falls
Stational Mass, Cathedral of
Saint Joseph*

Confirmation, St. Thomas
More, Brookings

Clergy Days, Arrowwood
Resort Cedar Shore, Oacoma

*Broadcast on Keloland TV or
live stream via sfcatholic.org

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin

Volunteer and employment opportunities
with the Diocese of Sioux Falls

Do you have a creative eye for photography or videog-
raphy? Do you feel called to help the Church spread the
message of Christ? The Communications Office of the
Diocese of Sioux Falls is looking for talented photog-
raphers and videographers around the diocese to help
us capture the events and everyday happenings of the
Catholic faithful. This would be done on a volunteer or
freelance basis. If you are interested in this opportunity,
email Renae Kranz at rkranz@sfcatholic.org.

Not a photographer or videographer? You, too, can be part of the mis-
sionary discipleship work of the diocese! The Chancery Office in Sioux
Falls has multiple positions open for a variety of skill sets. The positions
below are currently open:

*  Marketing Strategist (Communications Office)

e Administrative Assistant (Office of the Bishop)

* Database Administrator (Information Technology Office)

*  Parish Accounting Services (Finance Office)

* Administrative Assistant (Discipleship and Evangelization Office)

If you’d like to explore any of these or other available opportunities, visit
sfcatholic.org and click on Employment Opportunities at the top of the
home page.

We are also in need of volunteers

to help with the Sunday TV I
Mass ministry. This is recorded
in Sioux Falls each Saturday at 4
p-m. Volunteers typically assist
with one Mass each month. If you
would like to learn more about
this volunteer ministry, contact Bill Sealey at bsealey@sfcatholic.org.
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Turn life’s everyday moments into

hen we consider the great
evangelists through history, who
comes to mind? Matthew, Mark,

Luke and John? St. Paul? Or a more re-
cent example, such as Archbishop Fulton
Sheen? What if we looked closer, much
closer, to within ourselves?

As baptized Christians, we are all called to
carry out this important work. For God to
use us as evangelists, we do not need to be
effective public speakers or prolific writ-
ers or have an abundant number of follow-
ers. We just need to recognize and answer
his call to share the life-changing message
that Jesus Christ is Lord and God.

Getting started

Where do we start on this task of evange-
lizing? How can we best share Jesus with
those we encounter each day? The best
place to start, no matter the situation or
your season of life, suggests Audrey An-
derson, parishioner at Cathedral of Saint
Joseph Parish, is through prayer.

“Spend time in prayer getting to know
God. Get to know what his voice sounds
like, what his character is like. Share
your desires with him and ask him how
he wants you to respond,” Audrey says.
“When you know how to hear his voice
in the quiet of prayer, you will be more
aware of what he sounds like in your

opportunities to evangelize

everyday life. You will know if God wants
you to talk to a certain person or offer
someone help.”

Audrey believes both our words and our
actions are vital for effective evangeliza-
tion.

“If you speak openly and boldly about
the good news of Jesus Christ, but don’t
live in his grace, there is no evidence that
God actually frees, restores and fulfills
people,” she says. “There is a disconnect,
and your message doesn’t come across as
credible, let alone desirable. Similarly, if
you live joyfully as a disciple of Christ,
but never share where your peace and
strength come from, most people will just
think you’re a nice person or that you
have a good personality.”

Father Andrew Dickinson, pastor at
Sacred Heart and St. Mary parishes in
Aberdeen, agrees.

“Our society confuses niceness with
Christianity. We think that niceness is
what Jesus wants,” Father Dickinson
says. “Jesus wants us to be united to him,
which often means being kind but is more
than just being nice. Better than creating
a dichotomy between words and actions,
as if they are inherently opposed, I think it
is better to look at evangelization through
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
They create a better platform.”

4 THE BISHOP'S BULLETIN  September 2021

By Laura Melius

Using the works of mercy

The corporal works of mercy, identified
by Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew, are to
feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked, shelter the homeless,
visit the sick, visit the imprisoned and
bury the dead. The spiritual works of
mercy, given to us in the Gospels of Mat-
thew, Luke and John, are to instruct the
ignorant, counsel the doubtful, admonish
the sinner, bear wrongs patiently, forgive
offenses, comfort the afflicted, and pray
for the living and the dead.

Father Dickinson has observed that we

are often more comfortable evangelizing
through the corporal works of mercy. “The
corporal works are readily acceptable to
our post-Christian culture. We like being
‘nice,”” he explains.

We often see Christians engaging in the
corporal works of mercy, such as serving
dinner at a homeless shelter or visiting a
friend in the hospital.

“The spiritual works of mercy are counter
cultural because they testify that there is
something more important than the body
or bodily health. So, while corporal works
are always in season, real evangelization
comes about in our culture through the
spiritual works,” Father Dickinson says.

We can be effective evangelists through

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin



the spiritual works of mercy even as we
ourselves are afflicted.

“When I am having a hard day, I reach out
to friends and ask what they need prayers
for,” Audrey says. “I offer up my suffering
for them, and many prayers have been an-
swered in miraculous ways. Friends who
are going through a season of suffering
often reach out and ask how I am able to
cope. I share with them about how Jesus
brings good things, even out of suffering.”

Audrey adds that when we help a friend
through either the corporal or spiritual
works of mercy, we are both honoring our
friend and Christ who lives within them.

“Ask the Lord to help you see the people
in your life as he sees them. When your
heart is moved with compassion for one of
them, reach out to help,” she says. “Your
authentic desire to help is an image of
God’s heart, and that can be more healing
than the act of help you are offering.”

Real life opportunities

Sometimes the opportunity to evangelize
may happen unexpectedly and catch us off
guard, as when we are asked a question
about our faith. Father Dickinson offers
some advice for these moments.

“First, when the opportunity comes, know
your tendency. If your tendency is to be
inquisitive, and your heart tells you to
listen, then go against your tendency. If
your tendency is to be quiet and your heart
says, ‘Ask them about Jesus,’ then do it!
The Lord often pulls us against our ten-
dencies. Second, pray in your heart during
and afterward. We might pray, ‘Jesus,
what are you doing in their life? How are
you working, and how can I serve your
mission in their heart?’ After we’ve said
whatever we can, entrust them to the Lord
for several days afterwards.”

Audrey emphasizes that we don’t have to
have all the answers. She says it can be
incredibly effective to just tell someone
that you don’t know the answer. Offer to
ask someone who knows and get back to
them.

“The humility it takes to say that builds
trust, as long as you actually follow up,”
she says. “Many times it is relieving to
people who are just starting their faith
journey to know they aren’t the only one
who doesn’t know everything. It’s a great
witness to show them that a relationship
with God is something you have over a
lifetime. You don’t have to memorize all
the facts and then accept him.”

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin

Father Andrew Dickinson, pastor of Sacred
Heart and Saint Mary parishes, Aberdeen

Youth have a role

Evangelization is not only entrusted to
adults. Catholic Christians of all ages are
called to share Jesus with others.

“Youth evangelize adults mainly through
witness—witness in the Christian sense
of a testimony made by a coherent life,”
Father Dickinson says. “When an adult
encounters a young person living a coher-
ently Christian life, that makes the adult
reexamine their own life. A young person
giving such a witness powerfully convicts
the conscience of adults.”

Audrey has seen high school and col-
lege students have a profound encounter
with God at different events offered in the
diocese. These encounters change how
they live.

“They come home with a desire to live
differently,” Audrey says. “They start dig-
ging into what it means to be in relation-
ship with God. They start talking about

September 2021
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their prayer life and wanting to live on
mission for the Lord. And sometimes it
freaks out their parents and other family
members. Some adults haven’t had the
opportunity to truly encounter God’s love,
and while they may go to church regu-
larly, volunteer and tithe, they don’t know
God personally. When you know God
personally, he engages both your intellect
and your heart. Youth and young adults
can be very passionate about finding their
purpose and when they find what God’s
purpose is for them, they do great and
wonderful things. Their joy is contagious
to anyone in the community, young or
old.”

We must remember to evangelize in good
times, too. “Remind people to thank
God,” Father Dickinson suggests. “I use
my Facebook in a deliberate way. When I
see people with good news, I use delib-
erately Christian phrasing. For example,
‘Praised be Jesus Christ!” This reminds
myself and others to give thanks to God,
the giver of all.”

As we strive to be better evangelists,
Father Dickinson believes seeking God’s
wisdom will guide us both as individual
Catholics and through our parishes.

“Wisdom, simply said, is to do the right
thing, in the right way, at the right time,”
he says. “God, in his wisdom chose to be
incarnate in the womb of the Blessed Vir-
gin and to bring salvation at a time /ong
before technology, printing presses, social
media and modern marketing. These
things can help his mission today, but
they cannot be confused as his mission.
For parishes to make this transformation,
to change people that eventually change
culture, we’ll need patience and tenacity.
Good thing the Lord has plenty! Let us
ask God to make us his instruments.”

.
-

"‘l Audrey Anderson, parishioner at
% Cathedral of Saint Joseph Parish
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Dr. Chris Burgwald is the director of Discipleship Formation for the Diocese of Sioux Falls

Tell all your sins to a priest—regularly. You can't get divorced. No eating meat on Fridays during Lent.
Remember to follow the 10 Commandments. If you're not Catholic, you're probably going to hell. Oh, and
don t forget the big one: dont have sex before marriage.

or many who grow up Catholic, the Church is sometimes

characterized as one resounding “no.” The experience of

faith is sometimes mistakenly reduced to a set of rules
and regulations, with the sense that if all of them are followed, a
good Catholic will stumble his or her way into heaven, arriving
with the correct answers, albeit having lived a seemingly miser-
able life. Even for those outside the Church, a caricature of the
law-obsessed Catholic Church prevails.

Dr. Chris Burgwald, director of Discipleship Formation for the
diocese, says that especially for cradle Catholics (those who
grew up in the Church), there can be an emphasis on the “thou
shalt not’s,” with little understanding of why.

“Whether they’re said more often or we hear them more often,

6

we fixate on the ‘no’s,”” he says. “But we then lose sight of the
‘yes’ being offered.”

As American Catholics in particular, we have in many ways
more easily fallen prey to the “this is what we do, just do it”
mentality that has persisted in the culture in other ways. Over the
years, as people begin to ask important questions, the answers
have sometimes become difficult to produce, despite Catholic
schools and parish religious education programs. We didn’t lead
with the “why” Chris says.

Yet, he says two of the most important questions we can ask in
our faith journey are “Why?”” and “So, what?”—touching upon
what he calls the rationale and the relevance of faith.




€C Human sexuality goes to

the heart of who we are and

where we find our identity,

value and worth.)?)

Saint John Paul Il

dignity,

“Some of us love truth for its own sake, but many of us need to
be shown the relevance of truth to our lives,” he says.

Whether from outside cultural influences or inside influences of
poor catechesis or pastoral insensitivity, Catholics sometimes
find themselves as adults, having gone through formation during
their adolescent and teen years, with unanswered questions and
misconceptions about what their own Church teaches.

The unanswered “why” of the faith is what kept Rosalyn, a
parishioner at Holy Spirit Parish in Sioux Falls, from fully
embracing all aspects of the Church’s teaching on contraception.
Having grown up Catholic, Rosalyn knew the Church’s stance
on contraception, but used it during the early part of her relation-
ship with her now-husband, with whom she had lived before
marriage. She said it was just a common thing in the culture and
it seemed okay, even right.

“That was the thinking at the time, that this is what you do and
so I thought, that’s what I’m going to do,” Rosalyn said. “You
just shut yourself off to the truth because you don’t want to know
the truth in a lot of ways, so you continue to go on about your
life and try to pretend that truth doesn’t exist.”

Rosalyn said she and her husband continued to attend Mass reg-
ularly and wanted to remain in the Church. At one point, good
friends had approached them about the topic, and even though
they didn’t listen, Rosalyn says it always stayed with her.

“I always used the excuse that ‘we love each other, we’re doing
this out of love, and so surely God will be okay with it because
it’s a loving relationship,’” Rosalyn said. “So there’s that big ‘it’s
all about love’ trap that we can fall into.”

A Pew Research Center study, originally published in 2009 and
updated in 2011, found that of those who have left the Catho-
lic Church as adults, more than half cited dissatisfaction with
Catholic teachings about abortion and homosexuality, and 48
percent cited dissatisfaction with church teachings about birth
control as reasons for leaving.

Certainly, social issues surrounding human sexuality have played
an increasingly important role in society. Yet, the Catholic
Church has remained unwavering in her approach to many of the
so-called hot button issues of the day, from chastity to contracep-
tion to gay marriage, and the idea that the Church is all about
what can’t or shouldn’t be done prevails.

Chris says many of the questions in today’s culture boil down to,
“Why did God give us the gift of human sexuality and sex?”

“Biblical religion has always taught that it is about life and
love,” he says. “We see this biologically: sex is ordered towards
procreation, of the generation of new children. It’s not just that,
but it’s also about the union of the spouses.”

Many of the difficult issues Catholics may wrestle with today,
including sex before marriage, contraception, in vitro fertiliza-
tion and homosexual unions are a fracture or a separation of that
principle—that sex is about life and love. God’s will is that both
human love and human life would be united in the marital act,
Chris says.

In “Theology of the Body,” Saint John Paul II’s teaching on hu-
man sexuality, he sheds light on the profundity of this aspect of
human dignity and helps bring about an understanding of why
some of the common “no’s” that are often heard ultimately lead
to that greater “yes.” These teachings gained greater traction and

popularity in the late 1990s and early 2000s.

“Human sexuality goes to the heart of who we are and where we
find our identity, dignity, value and worth,” John Paul II said.
Which is why for many people, the increasingly radical counter-
cultural aspect of the Church’s teachings on human sexuality and
relationships can be hard to accept.

Among those most difficult to accept for many is homosexual
unions. Chris says a huge aspect of the misunderstanding of the
Church’s teaching on why individuals with same-sex attraction
cannot be married is due to a fundamental misunderstanding of
what marriage actually is. Even though culturally marriage has
become a way for people to express their deep love and affection
for one another, it has historically been ordered to procreation
and love.

“Marriage is about a man and a woman coming together and
growing in love and that being the context in which they raise a
family,” Chris says.

As with sex before marriage, contraception and in vitro fer-
tilization, homosexual unions represent a fracture of the two
fundamental precepts of marriage and human sexuality, specifi-
cally that of procreation and union of spouses. Instead of no sex
before marriage, no contraception, and no homosexual unions,
the Church is actually saying yes to something better, something
that brings freedom.



For Rosalyn, it was beginning marriage preparation classes and
taking a course in Natural Family Planning (NFP) that started
answering the why behind the Church’s stance on contraception
and cohabitation before marriage.

“I had never heard the reasons behind not using it—the full
reasons—and I had never been told some of the ways the pill, for
example, can end a very early pregnancy,” Rosalyn said. “It was
after that when I said to myself, ‘Okay, we’re done with this,
we’re not doing this anymore.’”

With the support of her husband and the guidance of the priest
who was counseling them for marriage prep, Rosalyn and her
husband changed their living situation and got back on a path
more in line with church teaching.

“The NFP class really kind of marked a turning point for me
that grew as we moved on in our marriage prep and in our mar-
ried life that really fed us as a married couple,” she said. “Even
though we did the wrong things in the beginning, by diving in
and being more faithful Catholics, it helped us to overcome that
as we started our marriage.”

Heather Eichholz is the director of the Marriage Tribunal for the Diocese of Sioux Falls

e

So, what is the “yes” being offered? Heather Eichholz, director
of the Marriage Tribunal for the diocese, works with individuals
seeking what is called a declaration of invalidity regarding their
sacramental marriage, more commonly known as an annulment.
In her line of work, she deals with many misconceptions of the
Church, especially the teachings on marriage and divorce.

“In reality, the Church very seldom says no,” Heather says.
“My office is the prime example of the Church saying that we
understand humanity is broken, and we understand that because
of our imperfections, life happens. Here is how we are going to
demonstrate God’s mercy and love to you.”
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Divorce, remarriage and the ensuing issues can be difficult for
Catholics as so many individuals and families have all-too-close
experiences with them. Again, Heather says many of the miscon-
ceptions come from that fundamental misunderstanding of what
marriage is.

“It’s a matter of covenant versus contract,” she says. “When you
enter marriage, the Catholic Church says you are entering a cov-
enant relationship. A covenant goes on indefinitely and nothing
breaks it.”

When a couple takes their vows, Heather says the Church wants
them to freely, with prudence, make that decision for life. Be-
cause we’re human and because we’re broken, things happen,
she says. But the Church is where we go to receive healing for
our brokenness and receive God’s grace.

“It’s almost like we have a rope,” she says. “And the rope is
leading up to God. Every time we mess up, every time some-
thing goes wrong, every time we sin, the rope gets severed. God
gave us grace and the sacraments so that rope gets tied into the
knot. Every time we tie the knot, the rope gets shorter and it ac-

tually brings us closer to God.”

Beginning the annulment process
is difficult for most people,

and those who do approach the
Church for one have many mis-
understandings about what it will
be like because they imagine the
Church to be passing judgment
upon them.

1

“A lot of times I have to explain
that no, what we’re doing is
we’re looking at circumstances
in the marriage at the moment
they said, ‘I do,””” Heather says.
“It’s about how certain factors
may have influenced that deci-
sion.”

Heather says she often reassures
people that a civil divorce does
not mean the marriage or the
people involved fail. You cannot
fail if you at least tried, she says.
But beginning the annulment
process may involve some dis-
comfort in order to bring about

g -

the desired freedom.

“Coming to my office is like reopening a wound and letting
everything flow from that wound again, and you can only reopen
the wound when you’re ready,” she says.

In much the same way, the sacrament of confession, even though
it is difficult and uncomfortable, brings about that greater free-
dom. And the idea of confessing one’s sins to a priest is difficult
for many Catholics and widely misunderstood by those outside
the Church.

Chris says he was away from the Church for a couple of years,
and although it didn’t take long to get back into the practice, it
wasn’t always easy.



“For me, there’s a psychological hurdle there,” Chris says. “I’'m
saying out loud to somebody else my faults and failings.”

Using the analogy of a broken arm, Chris says what happens is
the doctor causes some pain to the patient while assessing and
healing the arm. So it is with confession. While it might be pain-
ful to lay out the most difficult aspects of our personal lives, the
healing can happen once we do.

“This is not the Church trying to make me feel bad about my-
self,” Chris says. “In fact, it’s the Church giving us this gift that
God gave us by which I can not only be psychologically free, but
also spiritually free from my faults and failings.”

No matter the issue, from human sexuality to divorce and remar-
riage, confession and more, the perceived “no’s” of the Church
actually lead to a greater “yes,” a yes to freedom and ultimately,
happiness. This freedom is not simply the ability to choose what-
ever I like however and whenever, but rather a responsibility to
pursue the good—to pursue God.

In contrasting the world’s view of freedom and the Church’s
view of freedom, Saint John Paul II said, “True freedom is not
advanced in the permissive society, which confuses freedom
with license to do whatever, and which in the name of freedom
proclaims a kind of general amorality. It is a caricature of free-
dom to claim that people are free to organize their lives with no
reference to moral values, and to say that society does not have
to ensure the protection and advancement of ethical values. Such
an attitude is destructive of freedom and peace.”

In other words, freedom and the happiness that comes from it is
in reference to something else—God and his teachings through
the Church.

Chris says another word he uses for freedom is “mastery.” A
master is someone who has disciplined themselves, practiced
their craft or trade, and has become free to do it in the best way
possible. A useful analogy Chris uses is that of learning a musi-
cal instrument.

“Who is more free: a violin bow in the hands of a 3-year-old,
or the first-chair violinist of the New York Philharmonic Sym-
phony?” he says.

The 3-year-old may look like they’re having more fun, but the
result is fruitless and meaningless.

“Anybody who has become a master at whatever their craft,
whatever their trade, they’ve done things in a very particular
way; they haven’t done things however they wanted,” Chris

says. “They did it in a way that was ordered towards mastery and
in that, they found freedom.”

Chris says the Church gives us the owner’s manual for being
human—the rules and disciplines for pursing a life of freedom,
happiness, peace, joy and flourishing. The Church is just the
transmitter, passing on to us what God has revealed about who
we are and how we are meant to live, he says.

“God wants me to be happy,” Chris says. “And the teachings that
he has given to us through the Church are the owner’s manual to
the human person, and following those teachings is what gives
me happiness and sets me free.”

Not every question of human
experience can be answered, but
why the Church teaches what
she teaches? There is always an

answer to that question.
Dr. Chris Burgwald

And when it comes to teachings that are difficult or haven’t been
explained, Chris says ask the “why” questions with openness and
curiosity.

“Not every question of human experience can be answered, but
why the Church teaches what she teaches? There is always an
answer to that question,” Chris says.

To begin finding the answers, Chris says he recommends starting
with your parish priest. But there are many resources available
to begin the search, including the office of Evangelization and
Catechesis at the diocese.

For Rosalyn and her husband, it was starting the conversation
with their own parish priest that began the journey of diving
deeper into the why’s of the faith. She said connecting with
faithful Catholics and answering questions is another good way
to begin.

“If you avoid that your whole life like I was during that time,
it can often take you down the wrong path, but you can always
come back from that path. It’s just so much easier to avoid it!”
she says.

She and her husband have been married for nearly 20 years and
have been blessed to have the mutual support necessary to take
the journey to freedom, though she says she wishes she had
known more earlier in order to avoid some of those pitfalls. Yet,
she says it really is a matter of personal responsibility.

“The people of the Church are all sinners, and we’re all going to
make mistakes,” she says. “Sometimes we just have to remem-
ber as faithful Catholics that our job is to know what the Church
teaches, to understand how Jesus wants us to live our lives.”

In her work at the Tribunal, Heather says she has great hope

for Catholics in coming back from grappling with some of the
difficult issues, even for Catholics who have left the practice of
the faith for many years. She says Catholics yearn to come back
eventually.

“It’s like a pull or a draw that they have and they hunger for that
Eucharist, they yearn for that community,” she says. “We’re
raised that way from the day we’re born. Being Catholic is more
a verb than a noun.”

For Rosalyn, leaving the Church was never an option, even when
grappling with some of the Church’s more difficult teachings.

“I knew that’s where I was supposed to be.”



DOES THE CHURCH HAVE AN ANSWER?

Is it possible for us to know that Jesus is divine?

1 know this might seem like a silly ques-
tion for a Catholic to ask, but how do we

know Jesus is divine?

Thank you for submitting
this question, and let me
assure you, this isn’t a silly
question at all. As I’ve writ-

ten repeatedly of late in this

column, it’s a good thing
to ask questions about our faith in order
to better understand it. And, as I’ve said
many times, we can’t love what we don’t
know, so if we’re going to love God more
deeply, we need to understand him more
fully. This question in particular is a cru-
cial one, as it goes to the very heart of our
Catholic faith.

Jesus is unique in a great many ways,

but among founders of world religions,
his claim to divinity truly sets him apart,
and thus sets Christianity apart. When we
consider the founders of the other major
religions throughout history, we see that in
every case they pointed not to themselves
but to some set of teachings, which they
claimed either to receive from a god or
from enlightenment or from philosophi-
cal reflection. In effect, they said “follow
these teachings” in order to receive truth
or salvation or enlightenment.

Jesus, however, said, “Follow me,” and
again, we should be struck by that. It’s
too easy for us to reduce Jesus simply to
a teacher of morality. Yes, Jesus told us to
love and care for our neighbors, but as we
know from the Gospels, that was merely
a summary of what the Old Testament al-
ready taught. Jesus didn’t so much reveal
the Great Commandment for the first time
as he did expand it to include not only fel-
low Jews, but all peoples.

So the bold “newness” of Jesus wasn’t the
moral code which he taught, and there-
fore, to be a Christian isn’t merely about
morality. Rather, the radicality of Jesus is
found in his claim—made only indirectly
at first, but later more explicitly—to actu-
ally be God, and therefore that we are to
follow not merely his teachings, but to
follow Aim.

But the question remains: how do we
know he actually is God? After all, there
have been people throughout history
who’ve made similar claims, but they

aren’t taken seriously.
Why do we—or should
we—take Jesus’ claim
seriously?

There are a variety of
ways to show Jesus is
God, and in the Ad-
ditional Resources link
found below, you’ll find a
few of the best resources
to dive even deeper into
this question, but for now,
we’ll mention one of the
most important ones.

One of the most powerful
arguments for Jesus’ di-
vinity was popularized in
modern times by the 20th
century British author
C.S. Lewis, probably best
known as the author of the Chronicles of
Narnia. Lewis was a convert to Christian-
ity from atheism, and he argued that we
know Jesus is God because it’s the only
answer to the question of Jesus’ identity
that makes sense. The argument goes like
this: Jesus claimed to be God. So either
Jesus was lying, or he was crazy, or he
was who he said he was. (This is often
called the Lord, liar or lunatic argument.)
There really isn’t another option. Given
his claim to be God, Jesus must be one of
those three things: a liar, a lunatic or the
Lord.

Lewis and Christians throughout the cen-
turies have noted that when you read the
Gospels, neither of the other two options
holds up. Whatever one believes about
Jesus’ identity, it’s clear that he lived a
moral, upright life, one completely in
contrast to how a liar behaves. Not only
that, but people always lie in order to
gain something for themselves. But what
did Jesus “gain” by claiming to be God?
Death on a cross! Simply put, the claim
that Jesus is a liar isn’t backed up by the
evidence of his life.

The same holds true for the claim that he
must have been a lunatic. We know how
lunatics behave, and Jesus didn’t behave
like a lunatic. Not even his opponents

10 THE BISHOP'S BULLETIN  September 2021

believed he was crazy—they took him at
his word and were scandalized by it.

So, if he was neither a lunatic, nor a liar,
there is only one option left: he must have
been who he said he was—the Lord of
heaven and earth.

This is just a sketch of the argument Lew-
is and others have made, and again, there
are countless other arguments for Jesus’
divinity. If this is a topic that is of interest
to you, I’d encourage you to go online to
the link below for more resources. Our
belief that Jesus is divine is not merely

an opinion, but is true, and is backed up
by logic and history. May he give us the
strength to deepen our faith in him.

Be sure to check out the additional
resources at sfcatholic.org/answer.
If you have a question you need an
answer to,
email rkranz@
sfcatholic.org.

Chris Burgwald
holds a doctorate
in theology and
is the director

of discipleship
formation for the
Diocese of Sioux
Falls.
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Y PRIESTS By,

Family Festiva ' " IR

TC{] LLﬂR ,J

Aberdeen-area parishes, with the
help of the Lumen Christi team,
hosted a Catholic Family Festival
at Richmond Lake in Aberdeen. On
hand for the fun were area priests
for a live-action version of “Last
Collar Standing.” The day was full
of games, food and a bonfire to pro-
vide families a chance to enjoy time
with Catholic families in the area.

SURVIVING
DIVORCE

PROGRAM CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES

. I IS NOW OFFERING.
WE are the M{y Catholic ) SEPTEMBER 14
Fraternal Insurer who THROUGH

offers Medicare Supplement OCTOBER19
Insurance in South Dakota -

Join us for a 6 week

= ; program beginning Tuesday,
CJ oiteo
CaThOIIC Unlfed September 14, 2021

FlnadnC|a| \ 14 6:00-8:00 pm

04

Medicare Supplement insurance* now available.
Contact your local representative for details.

Brian Zitzmann, FIC
701-238-3643 The Surviving Divorce Program is a proven program of

(I;/Iilbang, Big Stone City hope and healing. It offers answers and guidance to the
nearby

Jay Fritzemeier, FIC

605-999-2705

Mitchell, Parkston &

nearby . . . .
many issues surrounding divorce, annulments, remarriage,

Angie Jorgensen, FIC Butch Byers, FICF parenting, and more. It brings the divorced through

; 60?(-660-58%4 605-661-2437 emotional healing, the power of forgiveness, and into a
Yankton, Vermillion & . . . . . .
i n‘éZrb‘;” ermien Sioux Falls, Watertown more vibrant relationship with Christ and the Church.

& nearby

*Neither Catholic United Financial nor its standard Medicare Supplement insurance policy are connected
with or endorsed by the US government or the federal Medicare program. Plan options vary depending MORE INFORMATION .
on where you live. This is a solicitation of insurance. © 2021 Catholic United Financial MSNAT0A OR TO SIGN UP 1 sfcatholic.org/cfs \. 605-988-3775
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LIFE IN THE CHURCH

Tending fo our humanity is not for the faint of heart

By Emily Leedom

Emily Leedom, executive director of
Catholic Family Services

t the start of 2020, when
Anewly appointed Bishop De-

Grood shared that he had been
discerning a vision for the Diocese of
Sioux Falls, it felt like a rallying cry to
gather the troops. As that vision rolled
out, Catholics throughout eastern
South Dakota began discerning for
themselves, their families, their par-
ishes and their communities how they
might enter more deeply into lifelong
missionary discipleship, rooted in the
love of God.

As I pondered this vision, I found
myself asking questions. What keeps
people from being lifelong Catholic
missionary disciples? What are those
challenges that keep us from being

who God truly created us to be? What
keeps us from being a bridge for other
people to encounter the love of God?

I called to mind my uncle who never
found peace after the loss of his broth-
er in the 1960s. I thought of the many
people in my life who have battled the
immense challenges of addiction, or
the endless stream of people on my
social media feed sharing about how
anxious they constantly feel.

I thought of the parents who ached
over the choices their child was mak-
ing. I thought of the couple who sat
before me feeling so lost in their mar-
riage and unsure where to turn.

I remembered the priest who felt
weary, the young man stuck in shame
hiding his browser history, the couple
longing for a child, the overwhelmed
mom, the lonely grandfather, the an-
gry teenager, the absent father.

I suppose the answer to my questions
began to crystalize. The problem is the
wounded heart.

Whether wounds of our own choos-
ing related to our sin or wounds from
matters far beyond our control in the
fallen world we find ourselves in, they
can often keep us from the profound
freedom of walking joyfully with the
Lord.

These wounds keep us from flourish-
ing by stifling the gift of our virtue,
distracting us from our vocations, rob-
bing us of the conviction that we have
been redeemed, and whispering lies
about our god-given identity as sons
and daughters of the Most High King.

The great challenge of our wounds

is that we often wear them like a pair
of glasses through which we see the
world. They distort reality and keep us
from seeing the truth. As persons liv-
ing on this planet, we have all experi-
enced this to some degree or another
as part of the wound of our fallen
humanity.

Here at Catholic Family Services, we
are working the battlefield by tending
to wounded hearts so our vision might
be continuously restored. Through the
healing power of this restored vision,
we can experience the freedom of
journeying on the road as disciples,
eager to share the love of God we
have received and invite others to
come alongside us.

Whether in one-on-one counseling,
group work, retreats, education, pod-
casts, formation programs or parish
support, Catholic Family Services
aims to integrate the best of the psy-
chological sciences with a Catholic
vision of the human person in the
service of human flourishing.

The promise is certainly not a life
without struggle or suffering, but
rather an integrated humanity in which
grace can freely build on our nature.

Tending to our own humanity is not
for the faint of heart. It is not easy and
it is often not pleasant, but it is good.
Choosing growth is a remarkable act
of heroism in a world of complacency.

Catholic Family Services is honored to
support disciples across their lifespan
in their pursuit of authentic flourishing
so we might all respond fully to the
call to be Lifelong Catholic Mission-
ary Disciples Through God'’s Love.



ANSWERING THE CALL

Fifty years of priesthood span three countries

By Laurie Stiegelmeier

Father Albert Cizewski, ordained a priest
in Poland 50 years ago, has experienced
parish life in three different countries.
Over those years, the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament has given
him the strength to carry out his vocation
every day.

Early ministry years

It’s difficult for him to say what drew him
to the priesthood, but he had been an altar
server for many years and met a wonder-

ful priest who was a good example. After
eight years of elementary school and four
of high school, Father Albert attended six
years of seminary in Bialystok, Poland.

“When I went to seminary, [ wasn’t sure
I would stay—it was always a battle for
me. Very often I was told by professors
‘we need priests like you’ because I was
always joyful and happy,” he said. “I like
to play jokes all the time.”

His seminary study was interrupted for
two years when he was drafted into the
army. “The Communists tried to destroy
the Catholic Church. No priests, no
Church,” he said.

And it almost worked—70 seminarians
were whittled down to 25 or 26 by ordina-
tion. There were only five others ordained
with him from his seminary.

“George, a seminarian I knew very well
who was also drafted in the army two
years, was brutally murdered by Com-
munists. At night when I say my prayers, |
always mention St. Theresa, Pope St. John
Paul II and George,” he said.

After ordination and serving one parish

in Poland, Father Albert studied marriage
and family at the University of Warsaw.
He said this was the most joyful time for
him and affected his vocation the most. He
became more appreciative of priesthood
because he learned how to work with
parishioners, how to communicate and
relate to them.

Afterward, he was involved with mar-
riage preparation and served three more
parishes in Poland until his bishop was
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Father Albert Cizewski, pastor at St. John de Britto in Britton, draws strength and
joy from his time in front of the Blessed Sacrament.

visited by a bishop from Canada.

“Poland had so many priests and my
bishop said to me ‘You were in the Army,
you’re a strong man, you should go to
Canada.’” So, he went to Canada and
attended college for three months to learn
English. “And you see, I did because I
don’t like to give up,” Father Albert said.

Priesthood in the U.S.

Father Albert became a Canadian citizen
while serving parishes in Canada from
1984 to 1990. Then, while visiting a Pol-
ish priest in Gettysburg, South Dakota,
Bishop Dudley arrived. This event led to
Father Albert serving the Sioux Falls dio-
cese and becoming an American citizen.

Having lived in and being a citizen of
three nations, Father Albert sees spiritual
differences among them. Poland is 95
percent Catholic (even Communist leaders
secretly baptized their children), and he
misses the more solemn atmosphere of
processions, Forty Hours Devotion, First
Fridays and feast days held each year in
every parish.

“More solemn,” he said, “like cemeteries.
Here in cemeteries you see just rocks; in
Poland you just see crosses.”

“Atmosphere,” he continued. “In Poland
a farmer in a field first takes off his hat,
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sprinkles ground with holy water, takes
seed in his hand and takes three steps—for
the Holy Trinity—as he scatters it. Only
when that is done, he uses his equipment
to plant and harvest.”

The greatest challenge during Father Al-
bert’s 50 years as a priest has been coming
to a new parish.

“It is kind of a question, will they accept
me or not? How will they feel? You are
coming and you don’t know anybody,” he
said. “At each new parish it is the same.”

However, Father Albert finds his rewards
in the smiles, hugs and Mass attendance
from his parishioners.

In addition to two sisters, Father Albert
still has many relatives in Poland.

“God works in mysterious ways,” he said.
“I have cousins in the U.S. because uncles
served in Army and couldn’t return to
Poland because of Communists, so they
settled in the U.S., Canada and England.”

“Generally, I am retired,” Father Albert
said. “This is my retirement and I ap-
preciate Bishop Swain who gave me this
parish.”

With his only—and very slight—frown
he added, “Completely retired...it’s not
good.”
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THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS

St. Bernadette found holiness in turning away from

Fame. Attention. Popularity.

Our world seems to thirst for these things. In many
ways, we seek them out, even setting aside good things
we already have in our lives in pursuit of these ego
boosters. Many of us find that once we get there, fame,
attention and popularity don’t make our lives better. In-
stead, they cloud our judgement and pull us away from
our true selves and from God.

While she was still a young girl, St. Bernadette of
Lourdes could have been swept from obscurity into
the fame and attention that was

The woman at the grotto

By the time Bernadette was 14, her family was in such
dire circumstances they were living in a one-room
basement once used as a jail. On February 11, 1858, she
went out to gather firewood with one of her sisters and
a friend near the grotto of Massabielle. While there, an
extraordinary thing happened to Bernadette.

As she walked a little behind the other girls, they
crossed a stream in front of the grotto. Bernadette was
choosing her steps carefully

to avoid getting her stockings

pressed upon her. Instead, she put
all the attention on the visions
she had of Holy Mother Mary
and shared her important mes-
sage with the world—the need
for prayer and penance.

Then she hid herself from the
crush of attention to preserve her

thirst for God alone.

Childhood challenges

Bernadette Soubirous was born
January 7, 1844, in Lourdes,
France. She was the oldest of
nine children, most of whom died
at young ages. The family was
extremely poor. Her father, Fran-
cois, was a miller and her mother,
Louise, was a laundress.

While still a small child, Ber-
nadette contracted cholera and

St. Bernadette

LOURDES

By Renae Kranz

wet. She sat down by herself to
remove her shoes and stockings
to make the crossing as the other
girls walked ahead.

She suddenly heard a rushing
wind but saw nothing moving
except a wild rose in a niche of
the grotto. A dazzling light and
white figure emerged from the
alcove behind the niche. Berna-
dette later referred to the vision
as “a small young lady.” Her
sister and friend saw nothing.

Three days later, Bernadette re-
turned to the grotto with another
sister and friends. She saw the
vision again, knelt down and fell
into a trance. Again, the other
girls did not see the apparition.
She returned to the grotto again

struggled with very bad asthma

that continued the rest of her life.
Constant illness may have been the reason for her small
size as she stood only 4 feet 7 inches tall. But don’t let
her small stature fool you. The world would learn soon
enough she was a spiritual powerhouse.

Bernadette had a hard time in school because she was
sick so often. She could read and write only a little and
spoke Occitan, the language of the local people, rather
than French. Her lack of education meant she was often
excluded by others which bothered her. Mother Vauzou
at the school in Nevers that Bernadette attended noticed
her pride and described her as having “a closed charac-
ter” and being “very touchy.”

But even at that young age, Bernadette noticed her own
faults and fought to correct them. Her strong, unsophis-
ticated personality would be a significant help in dealing
with what was about to happen in her life.
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on February 18. This time the
vision asked her to return to the
grotto each day for a fortnight (two weeks). This time of
visions was later called the “holy fortnight.”

As people learned about the visions Bernadette was
having, her parents tried to keep her from going to the
grotto because they were embarrassed. Some believed
her and others thought she must have a mental illness
and should be put into an asylum. No matter what others
thought, Bernadette was determined to go to the grotto.

Almost the entire time the visions (18 in total) occurred,
Bernadette never identified the apparition as the Virgin
Mary. The description she gave was much like that of
statues of Mary in churches in the area: a woman wear-
ing a white veil, a blue girdle and with a yellow rose

on each foot. It wasn’t until the sixteenth vision that

the white-veiled woman identified herself as the Virgin
Mary, saying “I am the Immaculate Conception.”

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin



worldly attention

During her vision on February 25, Bernadette
claimed the apparition told her “to drink of the
water of the spring, to wash in it and to eat the
herb that grew there.” These things were to be
done as an act of penance. Bernadette did as the
woman asked her, and the next day the water
of the grotto that was once muddy was now
flowing, clear water. It would later become the
place at Lourdes where millions of pilgrims pray
and drink from the miraculous water to obtain
healing.

What else did Mary ask for during Bernadette’s
visions? She asked for a small chapel to be built
for her on the site and a procession to be formed.
Mary focused her message to Bernadette on the
need for prayer and penance.

Fame is no match for a future saint

The story of Bernadette’s visions of Mary
traveled quickly. The Church investigated the
visions and confirmed their authenticity in 1862.
Many pilgrims traveling from around the world
found healing and peace at Lourdes, and 69
cures have been verified by the Lourdes Medical
Bureau.

During the Church’s investigation, Bernadette’s
story never changed. She told her story with
confidence and even detachment, telling one
investigator, “I’m charged with telling you, not with mak-
ing you believe.” She never wanted to make a mistake in the
retelling of her visions.

At this point her fame began to grow. Bernadette was bom-
barded by journalists, admirers, and even people trying to
bribe her. She appeared multiple times in front of civil and
religious commissions to tell her story. She held firm in

her recounting of the visions, never accepted payment for
anything offered, and refused to bless items (such as rosaries)
handed to her by others. The attention never changed her.

Can you picture this in today’s world? Attention like that can
often make people care about worldly things and feed a desire
for fame. Our minds easily become engrossed in how many
likes we got on Facebook, how long the interview was on

the news, or how many people have texted us about our new
fame. It’s a rabbit hole that’s hard to climb back out of.

Bernadette held fast to her faith. Rather than let the attention
pull her away from her Lord, she went to Nevers, France, and
joined the Sisters of Charity on July 29, 1866. She was given
the religious name of Marie-Bernarde and her patron saint
was St. Bernard. This time in her life was a turning point
where she hid herself away from the outside world so the at-
tention from the visions would stay with Mother Mary.

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin

St. Bernadette of Lourdes, 1858

At the monastery, she worked at the infirmary and as a sac-
ristan. Those who served with her noticed her humility and
spirit of sacrifice, and she still wanted no attention on herself.
When someone once asked her about the visions, she told
them, “The Virgin used me as a broom to remove the dust.
When the work is done, the broom is put behind the door
again.”

The illnesses of her childhood would catch up with Berna-
dette at the monastery. She contracted tuberculosis and even-

tually died from it on April 16, 1879. She was only 35. She
was canonized by Pope Pius XI on December 8, 1933.

St. Bernadette is the patron saint of bodily illness, Lourdes,
against poverty, shepherds and shepherdesses, and people
ridiculed for their faith.

If you would like to read about other saints

sfcatholic.org/saints
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THE LOCAL CHURCH

Bishop installs pastor at Mitchell parishes

Bishop Donald DeGrood traveled
to Holy Spirit and Holy Family
parishes in Mitchell to install new
pastor, Father Cesar Valencia, PES
(Pro Ecclesia Sancta), at Masses
in both parishes. Father Valencia
will be assisted at the Mitchell
parishes by Parochial Vicar Father
Yamato Icochea, PES.

All photos were taken by Sister
Cinthya Andujar, PES.

Father Valencm (left) with Sister Marita Pfau, OSF, and
Father Humberto Palomino, PES.

Bishop DeGrood speaks to the faithful of Holy Family
Parish in Mitchell.

ALPINE EUROPE PILGRIMAGE

Featuring the Passion Play of Oberammergau
11 Days: September 5-15, 2022

SILENT RETREATS DAY OF RECOLLECTION

Men'’s Silent Retreats Broom Tree Days of Recollection begin at 10 a.m.

and consist of conferences, time for Adoration,

September 23-26 i q .
P Mass, and an opportunty for the Sacrament of Heidelberg « Rhine Valley ¢ Lucerne « Innsbruck

October 21-24 Reconciliation. The day ends in mid-afternoon.
B lunch is al d, k that o :
November 18-21 plZZiZer;thr. i;;c;:%fmng;;: is ,;,;V;;ed Salzburg * Altotting « Marktl Am Inn » Munich * Rothenburg
September 14, 2021
H H ’
Women’s Silent Retreats “Saint Paul at Athens — Talking
September 16-19 to an Unbelieving World”
October 7-10 - directed by Fr. Paul King HOSTED BY

November 4-7

October 12, 2021 FR. DAVID KROGMAN

“When God Says No”
SPECIAL RETREATS - directed by Fr. Joe Vogel
October 15-17, 2021

UNDONE: A Healing Retreat Save the date:
- directed by Fr. Scott Traynor November 9 with Fr. Joe Forcelle

December 14 with Dr. Teri Kemmer
November 12-14, 2021

Couples Retreat
- directed by Jim and Meg Beckman

$4459 from Minneapolis
*Air/land tour price is $3989 plus

8470 gov t taxes/airline surcharges

For more information, please contact:
Fr. David Krogman
Tel: (605-)361-1600

Email: davidkrogman4@gmail.com

123 Saint Raphael Circle, Irene, SD 57037
605-263-1040 | broomtree@sfcatholic.org

REGISTER FOR

RETREATS ONLINE SPACE IS LIMITED - SIGN UP TODAY?!
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THE LOCAL CHURCH

Bishop DeGrood and those who served the Mass
gather with PES priests and sisters afterward.

Father Valencia and Bishop DeGrood offering Com-

Deacon Joseph Graves incensing Father Valencia dur- munion 1o parishioners of Hely Spirit Parish.

ing the installation Mass at Holy Family Parish.
O ;

A Celeration of Life Convention

y ently used merchandise
Quality, syt peshonds

SHOP YOUR
October 1-3, 2021

Sioux Falls First Church NEED S

6300 W. 41st St., Sioux Falls, SD DONATE YOUR
Friday, Oct, 1 - Free to Public - S. Do
Saturday, Oct. 2 - Registration Required

Sunday, Oct. 3 - 41 St. ‘Life Chain’

“Commemorating 50 Years of Defending Innocent Human Life”

431 N. CIiff Avenue * Sioux Falls, SD 57103 « 605-335-5823
Open Monday - Saturday | 9am - Spm

All donations are tax deductible.

\S’eruiry You Since 1951

: y .
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s Gifts for All Occasions
sm - Communion - Confirmation
s - ArtWork - Statues - Jewelry
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Candles - Church Supp j

BEune in and';uppclrt the

.{Een Fall Live Drive!
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4% 877-795-0122

M. RealPresenceRadio.com

Store Location 1_ N(
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MUSTARD | SEED

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Location:

3709 S. Grange Ave

Sioux Falls, SD 57105 605-271-4055
Just West of Costco

APPLY TODAY
PRESENTATION.EDU

r
David Cook Jeff Gillen Tom Bechen Phil Carlson
Sioux Falls Sioux Falls Mitchell Brookings
605-419-1551 605-759-7204 605-770-9798 605-695-4793
david.c org jeff.gil .org thomas.bec .org  philip.carlson@kofc.org

Join OQur Team!

o

Serve your local Catholic community, Matt Weller Luca Papini Mark DiSanto Adam Werkmeister  This Could
become an agent with the Knights of Columbus! Redfield Sioux Falls Rapid City Armour Be You!
605-450-6066 605-215-4236 605-391-5694 605-999-0743 Contact Jon for
h .org Luca ini org mark.di .org adam i Org  Career Opportunities

LIFE INSURANCE - DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE - LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE - RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

PAN Jon Beebe
KOFC N I{Ilights Of General Agent

(605) 882-8689

\/ Columbus’ jon.beebe@kofc.org

www.kofcbeebeagency.com
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COMMITTED IN CHRIST

. 1 7 e y 7
BRIDGEWATER - Lloyd and DELL RAPIDS - Bob and Mary DIMOCK - Michael and Bonnie ~ EMERY — George and Beatrice GEDDES - Gene and Lois Slaba

Mary Schallenkamp celebrated Fuglsby celebrated their 45th anni- ~ Hoffman will celebrate their 40th ~ Leitheiser will celebrate their 50th  celebrated their 60th anniver-
their 60th anniversary on August versary on August 21. They have 5 anniversary on September 26. They ~ anniversary on September 3. They  sary on August 19. They have 4
29. They have 6 children, 21 children, 10 grandchildren and are  have 3 children, 8 grandchildren have 5 children (1 deceased), 6 children, 7 grandchildren and are
grandchildren and 9 great-grand- members of St. Mary Parish. and are members of Ss. Peterand ~ grandchildren and are members of ~ members of St. Ann Parish.
children and are members of St. Paul Parish. St. Martin Parish.

Stephen Parish.

B

HARTFORD - Mort and Joan HUMBOLDT - Dennis and Jean MADISON - Mark and Kathy MILBANK - Loren and Karen
Tunender will celebrate their 60th  Erickson will celebrate their S0th ~ Lindsay will celebrate their 50th Kontz will celebrate their 40th Holscher will celebrate their 45th
anniversary on September 9. They ~ anniversary on September 3. They ~ anniversary on September 3. They ~ anniversary on September 5. They ~ anniversary on September 18. They
have 6 children, 12 grandchildren ~ have 4 children, 6 grandchildren have 8 children, 22 grandchildren ~ have 3 children, 6 grandchildren have 5 children, 12 grandchildren

(1 deceased) and 11 great-grand- and are members of St. Ann Parish.  and are members of St. Thomas and are members of St. Thomas and are members of St. Lawrence
children and are members of St. Aquinas Parish. Aquinas Parish. Parish.

George Parish.

3 s

MITCHELL - Dr. Lucio and MOBRIDGE - Dan and Mary MONTROSE - Eric and Kendxa PARKER - Sheldon and Judy PARKSTON - Elmer and Quila
Claudette Margallo will celebrate ~ Nickels will celebrate their 45th Huls will celebrate their 25than-  Jensen will celebrate their 60th Walz will celebrate their 65th an-

their 50th anniversary on Septem-  anniversary on September 11. They  niversary on September 28. They ~ anniversary on September 9. They ~ niversary on September 18. They
ber 25. They have 4 children, 2 have 6 children, 19 grandchildren ~ have 3 children and are members ~ have 2 children, 4 grandchildren have 5 children, 8 grandchildren
grandchildren and are members of ~ and are members of St. Joseph of St. Patrick Parish. and are members of St. Christina and 13 great-grandchildren and are
Holy Spirit Parish. Parish. Parish. members of Sacred Heart Parish.

b

PIERRE - Richard and Kathryn SIOUX FALLS - Rich and SIOUX FALLS - Boband Marge ~ SIOUX FALLS - Orlin and Carol ~ SIOUX FALLS - Francis and Bon-
Howard will celebrate their 60th Therese Goraj will celebrate their ~ Good will celebrate their S0th an-  Jibben will celebrate their S0th an-  nie Karst celebrated their 50th an-
anniversary on September 9. They ~ 50th anniversary on September niversary on September 18. They ~ niversary on September 10. They niversary on August 28. They have
have 6 children, 14 grandchildren 4. They have 5 children, 6 grand-  have 4 children, 7 grandchildren have 3 children, 6 grandchildren 2 children, 6 grandchildren and are
and 1 great-grandchild and are children and are members of St. and are members of Holy Spirit and are members of Holy Spirit members of Holy Spirit Parish.
members of Ss. Peter and Paul Lambert Parish. Parish. Parish.

Parish.
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COMMITTED IN CHRIST

. a L & A
SIOUX FALLS - Brad and Jacki ~ SIOUX FALLS - Troy and Heidi ~ SIOUX FALLS - Art and Marlette ~ SIOUX FALLS - Scott and Becky ~ SIOUX FALLS - Ken and Mary
Florey will celebrate their 25th an- ~ Coatsworth will celebrate their Fischbach celebrated their 60th Hofer will celebrate their 45th Ann Cross will celebrate their 60th
niversary on September 28. They 25t anniversary on September 28.  anniversary on August 30. They anniversary on September 4. They ~ anniversary on September 30. They
have 4 children, 2 grandchildren They are members of Cathedral of ~ have 6 children, 18 grandchildren ~ have 4 children, 9 grandchildren have 4 children, 14 grandchildren

and are members of St. Mary Saint Joseph Parish. (1 deceased) and 23 great-grand- and are members of St. Lambert and 14 great-grandchildren and are
Parish. children and are members of Holy ~ Parish. members of St. Katharine Drexel

Spirit Parish. Parish.

SIOUX FALLS - Clayton and TABOR - Eugene and Mary Ann ~~ TEA - Earl and Patty Markley will ~ WATERTOWN - Bill and Jackie =~ WATERTOWN - Darwin and
Judy Hegseth celebrated their 55th  Jambor will celebrate their 50th celebrate their 50th anniversary Rieffenberger will celebrate their ~ Cheryl Fischbach will celebrate

anniversary on August 13. They anniversary on September 18. They  on September 10. They have 3 50th anniversary on September 3. their 40th anniversary on Septem-
have 3 children, 9 grandchildren  have 1 child (deceased) and are children, 7 grandchildren and are ~ They have 5 children, 14 grand- ber 12. They have 2 children, 3
and are members of St. Michael members of St. Wenceslaus Parish.  members of St. Nicholas Parish. children and are members of Holy ~ grandchildren and are members of
Parish. Name of Jesus Parish. Holy Name of Jesus Parish.

ANNIVERSARY SUBMISSION
GUIDELINES

We accept anniversary

submissions for the following

anniversary years: 25, 30, 35, WATERTOWN - Greg and Peggy WHITE - Howard and Rosella YANKTON - Bill and Marlene

40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, and 70. Moeller will celebrate their 30th Horner will celebrate their 50th Schramm celebrated their 60th
2 2 2 anniversary on September 28. They ~ anniversary on September 23. anniversary on August 14. They

We include them in the issue of have 3 children and are members They have 1 child (deceased), 2 have 4 children, 9 grandchildren

the month of the anniversary of Immaculate Conception Parish.  grandchildren and 2 great-grand- and 2 great-grandchildren and are
or the following month’s issue children and are members of St. members of St. Benedict Parish.

’ Paul Parish.
Submissions received for later
issues will not be included. Stucco Repair / / Mortar Joint

Repair

Send a color photo, your Masonry Cleaning M‘ :
. 5 . = \ Plaster Repair

anniversary information and a

f-add d d | Brick Repair T = - Clear W.
seir-a ressed, Siqmpe envelope ear Water
b tember 16 for inclusion in Stone Repair MID CONTINENTAL Repellents
y September 16 RESTORATION CO, INC.  waterproof
the October 2021 edition to: Caulk Replacement Coatings
The BiShOp'S Bulletin %t;l;x:itrural Concrete Experts in Painting
523 North Duluth Avenue Exterior Building Repair

Sioux Falls, SD 57104 800-835-3700

or e-mail to:
rkranz@sfcatholic.org. www.midcontinental.com
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Benedictine Sisters of Watertown celebrate jubilees

Sister Marmion Maiers

Sister Marmion Maiers cel-
ebrates her 75th jubilee. She
was born and raised in Ipswich
by faith-filled parents of eight
children. Sister Marmion
spent many years in North and
South Dakota teaching various
subjects at all levels, and in her
later years, served as direc-

tor of faith formation at local
parishes. Sister was a found-
ing member of Mother of God
Monastery in 1961.

Sister Veronica Haag

Sister Veronica Haag cel-
ebrates her 70th jubilee. Sister
Veronica grew up in Richard-
ton, North Dakota, and was

a member of the Assumption
Abbey Church where she
attended elementary school.
She was a founding member
of Mother of God Monastery
in 1961. An elementary school
educator, Sister Veronica spent
over 35 years in ministry with
Native Americans teaching,
visiting folks in their homes,
and working in parishes.

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin

Sister Marion Fischer

Sister Marion Fischer cel-
ebrates her 70th jubilee. She
grew up on the family farm
near Kranzburg. She was a
founding member of Mother
of God Monastery in 1961.
Sister Marion taught in parish
schools all over South Dakota
and Nebraska. She served

in ministry to the marginal-
ized in Haiti, Arizona and
especially in South Dakota
where she worked with Native
Americans in Sisseton, Enemy
Swim, Ft. Thompson and Big
Bend.

Sister Janice Iverson

Sister Janice Iverson cel-
ebrates her 60th jubilee. She
was born in Miranda near
Brookings. After teaching
elementary school for several
years, Sister Janice became a
cardiac rehabilitation special-
ist, teaching college courses at
SDSU for many years. Sister
was a founding member of
Mother of God Monastery in
1961 and served as the com-
munity business manager and
healthcare coordinator for
some years.

o

Sister Marietta Miller

Sister Marietta Miller cel-
ebrates her 70th jubilee. She
grew up in Kranzburg where
she was taught by the Bene-
dictine Sisters from Yankton.
Sister taught elementary
school for many years, also
serving as principal in Pierre
for nine years. She was a
founding member of Mother
of God Monastery in 1961.
She switched gears in her
later years, becoming a hos-
pital chaplain for CHRISTUS
Health in Texas and later
serving at St. Mary Parish in
Pierre.

Sister Jeremy Sitter

Sister Jeremy Sitter celebrates
her 60th jubilee. Sister Jeremy
grew up near Ipswich on

the family farm. After high
school, she received her teach-
ing certificate at Mount Marty
College and then entered

the Benedictines in Yankton
before becoming a founding
member of Mother of God
Monastery in 1961. She taught
elementary education for over
40 years, mostly in Pierre.

September 2021

COMMITTED IN CHRIST

Sister Jeanne Geise

Sister Jeanne Geise celebrates
her 70th jubilee. She grew up
on a farm near Hoven. Sister
was a creative teacher, bring-
ing subjects to life through
her love of photography, art,
music and drama. She was a
founding member of Mother
of God Monastery in 1961.
She is a former prioress of the
community and has traveled
extensively throughout the
U.S., Europe and Guatemala.

Daughter of St. Mary
of Providence
celebrates jubilee

Sister Rosemary Bell, DSMP

Sister Rosemary Bell will
celebrate her 50th jubilee.
She grew up in Valley Forge
National Historical Park in
Pennsylvania. She served
developmentally handi-
capped women, the poor,
gang members, Hispanics,
and others in several states,
Mexico and Rome. She now
serves in Milbank as the di-
rector of St. William’s Care
Center, the superior of the
religious community, and
serves the Hispanic commu-
nity at St. Lawrence Parish.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Retreat invites men to
explore deeper faith

Men in our Catholic parishes often desire to deepen their rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and the Church, but they don’t know
exactly how to do that. It can seem like a daunting task with no
one to help them get started. The 10th annual Sioux Falls Area
Men’s Retreat could be the perfect catalyst to a more meaningful
relationship with the God who made them.

Presented by the Sioux Falls Area Men’s Group, this retreat
runs from October 22-24 at Broom Tree Retreat Center in Irene.
The theme this year, St. Joseph, Terror of Demons, plays off the
year of St. Joseph and provides a stable foundation to begin this
journey.

Deacon Ralph Poyo will lead the group on an interactive retreat
that will lead men to examine the sound qualities of St. Joseph
that led him to become known as the Terror of Demons. Men
will also examine their own lives with the Holy Spirit regarding
five virtues, so they can identify areas they need to strengthen.
Opportunities will be available to share those examinations with
the Holy Spirit and with the other men on retreat.

One retreatant from a prior year described his experience as “a
spiritual reset to focus on what is important and what God would
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Eide Bailly
Todd & Linda Broin
Interstate Office Products
Puetz Design + Build
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Boyce Law Firm
Cemcast
Kevin & Daneen Curley
Muth Electric
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have me do to share his love.” It can be a time of great spiritual
growth.

To learn more or to register for the retreat, visit holyspiritsf.org/
mens-retreat or contact Pat McCabe at holyspiritmen@gmail.
com.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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The Don & Jo Dougherty Family
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Great Western Bank
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Thompson Electric Co.
TurnKey Digital Marketing
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South Dakota Trust Co.
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Mark & Chris Buche

Cell Only

Cheese World

Combined Pool & Spa
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Custom Tree Movers

Dana Dykhouse
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McGinnis & Company, P.C.
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Parish Dinners/Socials

September 12: St. George Parish,
Scotland. Annual fall supper. Gather for
broasted chicken, baked ham, cheesy
potatoes, salads and pie. Serving from 4-7
p-m. with a raffle at 7 p.m.

September 26: St. Peter Parish, Colman.
Roast beef dinner will be held Sunday
with serving from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
parish hall.

Lake in Sioux Falls. Sponsored by Sioux
seminarian education. All you can eat

out meals available. Free will donation.

October 3: St. Stephen Parish, Bridgewa-
ter, WILL NOT host the sausage supper

sausage from 1:30-4 p.m. for their par-
ish fundraiser. Must preorder by Friday,

September 10 by calling 605-729-2714 or :

605-214-0389. Cost is $7.50 per pound
and sold in approximately one-pound ring
or one-pound ground sausage square.

October 10: St. Joseph Parish, Grenville,
fall bazaar, Sunday, serving from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. with a menu of meatballs, ham,
mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, squash, cole
slaw, pie or angel food cake and coffee or
juice. There will also be a fish pond and a
chance game.

October 10: St. Mary Parish, Aberdeen,
Fall Festival and dinner, Roncalli High
School. Midway with games, silent auc-
tion and bingo from 2-7:30 p.m. Roast
beef dinner serving from 3-6:30 p.m.

October 10: St. Boniface Parish, Idyl-
wilde, rural Freeman. Annual fall supper.
Menu will include broasted pork chops,
cheesy potatoes, salad bar, buns, desserts
and beverage. Serving from 4-7 p.m.

October 24: St. Joseph The Workman
Parish, Huntimer, annual soup and pie
supper at Taopi Hall in Colton. Serving
from 3:30- 6:30 p.m., including a bake
sale and country store.

October 31: St. George Parish, Hartford,
annual fall dinner, serving 11 a.m.-1:30
p-m. Roast turkey dinner with all the trim-
mings, country store and raffle.

sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin

. Recitation of the rosary planned :
: Friday, September 3 - The rosary is recited :
: for the faithful departed on the first Friday of :
: the month at 10 a.m. in St. Michael Ceme-
* tery in Sioux Falls.

: Pray at Planned Parenthood with the
: Jericho Wall group

: Tuesdays - In Joshua 1:14 fighting-age men :
- are called to go to Jericho’s wall to fight :
- for the women and children. Today we are

- called to step out for our faith. Men are

: meeting on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. at our

: wall of Planned Parenthood to pray the rosa-
: ry for our women and children. We are ask-

Falls Serra Vocation Ministries to support : Mission S.0.S. open for prayers for life
: Tuesdays/Thursdays - Mission S.0.S.
waffles with toppings and sausages. Take- : (Saving chers .Splrltually) is for anyone in-
: terested in praying for the life of the un-

: born child and their mother. Open for prayer :
: Monday through Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at an
: apartment/chapel with a balcony overlook-
but will be selling their famous whole-hog : ing Planned Parenthood. To set up a time to

: pray or for more information, contact Sara at

: 605-421-8378 or Darlene at 605-254-0951

or visit missionsos.weadorehim.com.

September 2021

DIOCESAN EVENTS

. Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition

October 7-13 - Holy Trinity Parish, Huron,
is hosting a Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition

: from Thursday, October 7 until Wednesday,
: October 13 in the Confirmation room. Ev-

. eryone is welcome. Please see the schedule

- of times the exhibition will be open by visit-
- ing HolyTrinityHuron.org.

Catholic Family Services

Catholic Family Services Counseling - Are
. you dealing with difficult events in your

, . : ing for men to join us. If you have questions, :
October 3: Dad’s Belgian waffle breakfast : .11 paul at 605-201-5428. Women are wel-

at Christ the King school gym at 26th and : . .o

- life? We have professional, caring counsel-

: ors available to provide individual, marriage,
- and family counseling. Please call us at 605-
: 988-3775 to schedule an appointment.

. Surviving Divorce Program - This six-

: week program begins September 14 in

. Sioux Falls. Sessions are held on Tuesday

: evenings, 6-8 p.m. Cost of $45 per person

. includes a Personal Survival Guide, refresh-
: ments and all materials for six weeks. For

: information or to register, contact Catholic

: Family Services, 605-988-3775 or cfs@

: sfcatholic.org. Scholarships are available.

GriefShare - Catholic Family Services is

Sacred Heart Monastery

: September 3 - Online Lectio Divina,
: Fridays, September 3, 17 and 24 10-10:45 :
: a.m. Meet online for Lectio Divina, a time
. for praying with the Gospel of the follow-
. ing Sunday. To register any time, contact

: group leader, S. Penny Bingham OSB at

: pbingham@yanktonbenedictines.org/605-
: 668-6023. Include your email address.

. September 22 - Scripture study registra-
. tion deadline. Study, pray and discuss

: the Bible with online Scripture studies

: through the Benedictine Peace Center.

. Sessions begin September 29. Sr. Doris

. Oberembt will lead the Book of Exodus,

: Part 1, 9:30-11 a.m. Wednesdays for five

: weeks. Sr. Mary Jo Polak will lead the

: Gospel of Luke, Part I, on Wednesdays,

: 7-9:30 p.m. for six weeks. To register or

: for more information, go to yanktonbene-
- dictines.org/online-scripture-study-exodus :
. or yanktonbenedictines.org/online-study-
: gospel-of-luke or contact us at Benedic-

. tinePeaceCtr@yanktonbenedictines.org or :
: 605-668-6292.

- Silent personal retreats - We are current-
. ly accepting fully vaccinated residential

: retreatants at the Peace Center on a very

. limited basis. You are welcome to contact
- us for reservations at 605-668-6292.

honored to host and facilitate the Cathedral
of Saint Joseph’s GriefShare program. Grief-
Share is a worldwide Christian grief pro-

. gram for adults. It blends faith, educational

: videos, a personal workbook and group

: discussion. The video series is watched

: as a large group followed by small group

- discussions according to the participant’s

- particular loss (loss of a spouse, child, par-

: ent, sibling etc.). The program will run for

: 11 weeks with 13 different topics surround-

: ing grief being covered. GriefShare will

: begin again on September 14 from 6-8 p.m.

: Cost of the workbook is $15 (scholarships

- available) and there will be an opportunity

: for a free-will offering to help cover the

- additional costs. For more information about
: GriefShare or to register, please contact

. Catholic Family Services at 605-988-3775

. or email cfs@sfcatholic.org. Space is limited
. and pre-registration is required.

: Online GriefShare Program - This pro-
: gram runs 13 weeks with 13 various topics

surrounding grief being covered. GriefShare

: online will begin again on September 10 and
: run through November 19 from 10 a.m.-12

: p.m. The workbook’s cost is $15 (scholar-

: ships available), and there will be an oppor-

: tunity for a free-will offering to help cover

- additional costs. For more information about
. GriefShare or to register, please contact

: Catholic Family Services at 605-988-3775

. or email cfs@sfcatholic.org. Space is limited
: and pre-registration is required.
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OCTOBER

SIOUX FALLS CONVENTION CENTER v REGISTER TODAY

This day-long conference is designed to help you make SFCATHOLIC.ORG /TGL
_ &;Z/é- your God-given mission a lived reality.

BTHE BISHOPS

GL??CO”‘]O'IC Diocese of Sioux Falls

Monday & Tuesday

SEPTEMBER
20 & 21, 2021

anc 'Kimball, SD

3 WAYS TO REGISTER

ONLINE BY PHONE RETURN FORM
CCFESD.ORG 605.988.3765 523 N DULUTH AVE
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57104

*Download printable form at ccfesd.org

Benefiting
Newman Catholic
Campus Ministry

THANK YOU TO OUR LEAD SPONSORS

@ CorTrust Bank. F IEGEN

CONSTRUCTION
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