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Discerning a vocation 
in a time of crisis

It's a beautiful time to be a priest:



Bishop Paul

Swain

T he theme for this month’s 
Bulletin is “Discerning a Vo-
cation in a Time of Crisis.” 
Surely these are challenging 
times for us all, but especially 
for our priests and seminarians. 
That a few would betray their 
promise of chastity and cast a 
shadow over the vast majority 
of our brothers is discouraging 
to say the least, dispiriting and 
profoundly sad. 

I encourage those reading these words to 
affi  rm and encourage your priests, deacons 
and our seminarians.

The truth is that a vocation, whichever it is, 
is a call from God through Christ always 
in the midst of the culture of the day. One 
reason I recommend studying the history 
of the Church is to put in perspective the 
unique cultural challenges of our day.  

Simply contemplating the Passion of our 
Lord underscores that cultural opposition 
has always been with Christ’s Church. The 
prophets sent by God were rejected in their 
days, and the prophets sent by God in our 
day are often rejected as well.

That is why we need seminarians who 
become priests to be men of integrity, hu-
mility and courage.

I have been privileged to have ordained 
31 priests in my time as your bishop. It is 
always a great privilege.

I remember standing outside the Cathedral 
anticipating the procession before my fi rst 
ordination when the startling thought struck 
me: this is serious business. As a result I 
have over the years sought to get to know 
our seminarians as well as I am able. 

I try to meet with them individually twice a 
year when they are home. I also meet with 
those being ordained to the diaconate and 
priesthood a day or two ahead to review the 
promises they are about to make and to un-
derscore that they are making them before 
God. It is serious business for them as well.

Our diocese has from its beginnings 
received clergy from outside the state, be-
ginning with our fi rst bishop Martin Marty, 
a Benedictine missionary. Some of our 
beloved priests have been religious order 
priests and diocesan priests from other 
dioceses. They have enriched us all. 

We always seek attestation that they are 
in good standing and have completed 
appropriate training consistent with the 
requirements of the Charter for the Protec-
tion of Children and Young Adults. They 
are expected to complete, as are all clergy 
and volunteers working with children, an-
nual training and openness to background 
checks. 

When we evaluate candidates for seminary 
sponsorship and the permanent diaconate 
and journey with them in their formation, 
these are some of the virtues I keep in 
mind, always remembering that we are all 
works in progress:

1. Do they pray? Formation will 
deepen this virtue, but there needs 
to be openness from the beginning 
or it can become simply a checklist 
expectation.

2. Do they love the Church? Christ 
established the Church and the 
priesthood. We are His.

3. Are they faithful and courageous? 
Saints and martyrs are raised up as 
models and as teachers to remind 
us that sacrifi ce and resilience are 
integral to ministerial service.

4. Do they trust in God’s will and 
God’s way? We cannot anticipate all 
that might be asked of us, and that 
unknown can be a bit unsettling. 
Christ declared that He is the way, 
the truth and the life. We must trust 
in Him or be overwhelmed with 
uncertainty.

5. Do they love and care about the 
people? Priesthood is not about us 
privileged to serve. Priesthood is 
about service to others, especially 
those suff ering. This is important at 
all times but especially when incon-
venient. Jesus said, “As I have done, 
so you must do.”

Affi rm your priests, deacons and seminarians
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Schedule
September

1 9:00 State Fair Mass, Women’s 
Building, State Fairgrounds, 
Huron

7 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

8 1:30 Wedding Anniversary Mass 
and reception, Sacred Heart, 
Aberdeen

10 12:00 Pray at Planned Parenthood

14 5:30 Confi rmation, Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Dante and St. John the 
Baptist, Wagner in Wagner

19 11:00 Presbyteral Council, Catholic 
Pastoral Center

20–23 EOHSJ Northern Lieutenancy 
Annual Meeting, Des Moines

23–24 Bishop’s Charity Hunt, 
Kimball

28 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

29 2:00 Confi rmation, St. James, 
Chamberlain and St. 
Margaret, Kimball in Kimball

30–Oct. 3 Clergy Days, Arrowhead 
Cedar Shore, Oacoma

October

5 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

8 12:00 Pray at Planned Parenthood

Offi cials
Eff ective June 24, 2019:
The Most Reverend Paul J. Swain, after consultation with the 
College of Consultors and with consideration of the proposed 
plans for future use of the building, decreed the deconsecration of 
Holy Trinity Church in Hosmer and relegated the worship space to 
profane yet nonsordid use.
Eff ective August 7, 2019:
The Most Reverend Paul J. Swain, upon receipt of the decree of excardination by the 
Most Reverend James P. Powers, Bishop of Superior, decreed the incardination of Dea-
con J. Patrick Derrington as a permanent deacon of the Diocese of Sioux Falls.  
Respectfully submitted,

Matthew K. Althoff 
Chancellor 

6. Do they have a sense of what is 
realistic? We are all weak instru-
ments. Identifying our strengths and 
weaknesses allows us to be present 
in ways we are able and know when 
others should be consulted. As one 
wise bishop said: we are not the 
Messiah.

7. Do they anticipate the cross? Jesus 
said we must pick up our crosses ev-
eryday if we are to follow him. Jesus 
did his Father’s will out of obedi-
ence and so must we. That can result 
in some heavy times but we are not 
alone; He is with us. We are bearing 
such a cross these days.

8. Do they yearn for salvation, certain-
ly for others but also for themselves? 
We are in this world only for a time. 
How we use that time is important. 
Oneness with Christ for all eternity 
is our mission.

9. Do they love and rest in the Blessed 
Mother? Jesus said, “There is your 
mother.” Her love is ours if we open 
our hearts to her.

10. Do they accept the call of Christ 
with humility and awe? Lord we 
are not worthy but only say the 
word.

One of my favorite scripture passages 
is Jesus walking on the water during a 
storm. The disciples are frightened. Jesus 
laments their lack of faith. Peter suggests 
that he will believe if he too can walk on 
the water. Jesus calls him. With his eyes 
fi xed on Jesus, Peter is able to do so. But 
then he takes his eyes off  of Jesus, looks 
down and stumbles.

If we keep our eyes on Jesus, we will be 
able to survive even the storms of our 
lives whatever our vocation, work or 
station in life. When our gaze goes else-
where, especially in on ourselves, we too 
will falter. Fortunately the love and mercy 
of Christ will remain even when we do 
so. But it would be better to keep our eyes 
fi xed on Jesus. 

Saint Mother Teresa said that Jesus gazes 
on us. May we gaze on Him our Lord and 
Savior at all times.
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17th ANNUAL PHEASANT HUNT
Sept. 29, 2019

To REGISTER call 605.882.6646 or visit:
www.watertownbenedictines.org

Mother of God Monastery 

Oak Tree Lodge 
Clark, SD 

$300 FEE PER HUNTER INCLUDES: 
Pheasants & Cleaning • Guides & Hunting Dogs • Hunting Costs

Trap Shooting • Coffee & Rolls • Buffet Lunch 
50/50 Drawing After the Hunt! 
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Clergy gather 
for picnic at 

Bishop’s house

Fr. James Morgan 
presided at Vespers 
to kick off the clergy 
picnic (above). 
Priests and deacons 
enjoyed a meal 
and conversation at 
the Bishop’s house 
afterward (left). 
(photos by Kevin 
Fitzgibbons)
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In March 1992, Pope John Paul II presented to 
the Church the apostolic exhortation “Pastores 
Dabo Vobis (I Shall Give You Shepherds)” on the 
formation of priests. In this document, the mystery 
of vocations was presented as “an inexpressible 
dialogue between God and human beings, between 
the love of God who calls and the freedom of 
individuals who respond lovingly to him.” (PDV, 
36)
This dialogue was present at the beginning when 
God entered into a relationship with human 

beings, continued through the call of prophets and 
apostles, and endures to this day as God calls the 
baptized to their vocation in life; God calls in love 
and we respond in love.
Since the beginning of the Church, God has 
called men to the vocation of holy orders and the 
priesthood, and they have responded to this call 
in love. Yet, throughout the history of the Church, 
struggles, scandals and challenges have had a 
profound impact on men discerning the call God has 
given them to serve the Church as a priest.

by Father Michael Griffin

Discerning a vocation 
in a time of crisis

It's a beautiful time to be a priest:
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In the present day, the effects of 
the abuse crisis are still being felt 
in the Church, and still rest heavy 
on the hearts of the faithful. As the 
Church deals with these effects, 
and strives for repentance and 
healing, men are still being called 
by Christ to follow him in the 
priesthood.

Responding to 
the Call
Priests who have been ordained 
for two decades or more entered 
the seminary in a different culture, 
where the vocation to priesthood 
was highly regarded both in the 
Church and outside it. Today, 
those discerning a vocation to 
the priesthood face the added 
challenge of a loss of respect for 
the priesthood in the culture; and 
yet, they are still responding in 
faith.

Father Grant Lacey, pastor of St. 
Peter the Apostle in Platte and St. 
Anne in Geddes, was ordained 
to the priesthood in 2015. In his 
senior year at the University of 
South Dakota, “after years of back 
and forth with an unease about 
discovering what I should be 
doing, and not just what I should 
be learning, I began to pray,” he 
said.

“I met with Father Scott Traynor 
and learned the discernment of 
spirits, and discovered what I 
should be doing.”

Father Lacey said even while he 
was discerning, the abuse crisis 
did not really play a part in his 
prayer or decision. 

“I had zero church radar when 
I was in college, and the events 

really didn’t blow up until I had 
already entered the seminary.” 

Things were different for Gerald 
Thornton, a seminarian for the 
diocese from Sioux Falls. His 
understanding of the priesthood 
was formed at an early age through 
his interaction with individual 
priests. 

“I grew up in the Church, going to 
daily Mass and serving as soon as 
I could. I grew up around priests, 
and I got to know them, so it never 
occurred to me that a priest could 
be like that,” he said.

His discernment involved a bit 
more understanding of how the 
view of the priesthood has changed 
in the culture around him.

“I’m used to the jokes about the 
abuse crisis, but it’s a part of the 
culture now to think that way,” 
he said. “I grew up with the jokes 

about priests, but they were just 
jokes, so it didn’t really occur to 
me that people would think about 
me that way if I went into the 
seminary.”

Thornton attributes a great deal of 
this ability to see priesthood apart 
from the cultural perceptions of it 
to the Safe Environment policies 
established in the Charter for 
the Protection of Children and 
Young People by the United States 
Council of Catholic Bishops in 
June 2002.

In their recent revision of the 
Charter, the bishops of the 
United States wrote that, “Safe 
environment programs are in place 
to assist parents and children—and 
those who work with children—in 
preventing harm to young people. 
These programs continually seek 
to incorporate the most useful 
developments in the field of child 
protection.”

Father Grant Lacey, pastor of St. Peter the Apostle in Platte and St. Anne in Geddes
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For 17 years, the Church has 
worked to integrate the protections 
of the Charter into the daily life 
of parishes and clergy. While this 
work is challenging and painful, 
and involves some new ways of 
thinking and ministering for older 
priests, the effects of it are positive 
for young men discerning God’s 
call.

Thornton said, “I grew up with 
the safe environment changes with 
priests, so, for me, that was just 
the ways things were—there was 
going to be some separation in 
youth events. I never really had 
a thought that this was somehow 
‘added.’ As far as I knew, this was 
just how normal adults acted.”

Father Jordan Samson, vocations 
director for the diocese and pastor 
of Christ the King in Sioux Falls, 
sees the current climate and 
cultural view of priesthood as 
having a definite impact on the 
internal and spiritual dialogue 
between God and the one He is 
calling. 

“Now, perhaps more than ever, it’s 
countercultural to listen to this 
call, and it takes courage,” he said.

Some of that courage is needed 
due to the changes in support a 
man discerning a vocation would 
traditionally have received. Father 
Samson said, “I think there are 
young men discerning now who 
may not have the same family 
support they may have had years 
ago.”

While Thornton has strong support 
from his family, he has felt 
concern from others. 

“People have expressed concern 
with the Church, and they wonder 
how I can be doing what I’m doing 

with all the news about the crisis.”

This has challenged him to look at 
the Church in different ways. 

“You start to see the Church is 
human, and it’s f lawed, but even 
more, you see Christ in the people 
you are serving,” Thornton said.

Father Samson sees his vocations 
ministry, in a strong way, as 

helping young men who are 
listening for that call to discover 
the courage they need, and to 
embrace what is positive in 
discerning it for themselves. 

“When you’re called, you can 
know the facts and figures about 
priesthood today, but it is still your 
call, and it would be sad to deny 
that,” Father Samson said.

Gerald Thornton, seminarian currently 
studying at St. John Vianney Seminary at 
the University of St. Thomas, Minnesota
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He sees the call of Christ to the 
priesthood today as a challenge, 
but also a unique opportunity to 
live the Gospel. 

“Being a priest is an amazing life, 
and in today’s particular culture, 
practicing the Gospel is more 
radical because of the contrast 
with our culture.”

Formation of a 
Priest
John Paul II wrote, “A vocation 
is a fathomless mystery involving 
the relationship established by 
God with human beings in their 
absolute uniqueness, a mystery 
perceived and heard as a call which 
awaits a response in the depths of 
one’s conscience…But this does 
not eliminate the communitarian, 

and in particular, the ecclesial 
dimension of vocation. The Church 
is also truly present and at work 
in the vocation of every priest.” 
(PDV, 38)

The Church uses seminaries 
to teach and form men for the 
priesthood. 

While many of the academic and 
spiritual aspects of seminary 
formation remain the same, the 
manner of formation is ever 
evolving and changing with each 
generation. Today’s climate has 
also had an impact on how men are 
prepared for ordination. 

Father Lacey felt the change in his 
seminary experience during his 
first year. 

“I was in pre-theology when the 
events in Boston, the abuse, the 

scandal, began to be revealed,” 
he said. “It became part of the 
conversation, but it was always 
‘out there.’ That happened ‘out 
there.’”

When he entered the Saint Paul 
Seminary School of Divinity 
in Saint Paul, Minnesota, “out 
there” moved closer to home. He 
said, “The lawsuits started in 
the Archdiocese of Saint Paul/
Minneapolis, and then, the 
conversations were all the time.”

The emotional impact underlying 
these conversations was strongly 
felt by the seminarians on a 
personal level. 

Father Lacey said, “There was 
frustration expressed because 
they had this aspiration to the 
priesthood, and then they saw 
these men who had betrayed 

  It’s a 
beautiful 
time to be 
a priest.

Father Jordan Samson, pastor of Christ the King, Sioux Falls, and Director of 
Vocations for the Diocese of Sioux Falls
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everything they aspired to become. 
I had some anger on a human 
level to see these men fail so 
catastrophically.”

In response to this anger, Father 
Lacey spoke openly with his fellow 
seminarians, friends and those 
responsible for his formation. 

He also took it to prayer. 

“As the saying goes, ‘I took 
yesterday’s news into today’s holy 
hour.’ I found myself asking the 
Lord how this can happen in the 
priesthood and how He could be 
calling me into this priesthood," 
Father Lacey said. "Every time I 
thought about it, or heard about it, 
I took it to prayer and asked, ‘Are 
you still calling me into this life?’”

He said the answer was always the 
same. 

“The answer was always ‘yes.’ He 
told me God’s people still need 
good priests. There is still work 
to do, and the priesthood is bigger 
than the failings of its members; 
it’s a call from Christ.”

In order for men in priestly 
formation to more clearly hear 
this call from Christ, John Paul 
II wrote, “The…seminary should 
strive to become ‘a community 
built on deep friendship and 
charity so that it can be considered 
a true family living in joy.’” (PDV, 
60)

This “deep friendship and charity” 
in today’s climate can be an 
invaluable gift for a young man 
responding to Christ’s call. 

Thornton said, “We know (as 
seminarians) we can step out the 
door and be seen as terrible, so we 

find a great deal of support in the 
seminary community.”

He sees the impact of this support 
in the individual men in formation. 

“There are so many signs of 
hope, everyone is so committed 
to his formation and his spiritual 
life,” Thornton said. “We have 
always been encouraged to go 
to counseling, if needed, for 
depression or anxiety, and it’s not 
taboo at all. Everyone wants to 
work on his issues, emotionally 
and otherwise, to be humanly 
healthy and to bring their vices to 
the light.”

This includes a seminary 
formation that is thoroughly 
committed to the bishop’s 
mandates regarding Safe 
Environment training. Thornton 
said this training takes place right 
away. 

“It can be a little discouraging, but 
then you realize all the practical 
steps taken are having an effect. It 
gives you an added awareness.”

Father Lacey said, “Everything 
in the seminary was magnified 
and seen under the lens of Safe 
Environment. It could be tiresome 
at times, because it was hammered 
in, which is good because everyone 
comes to understand what the 
expectations are and need to be.”

Today, however, even the safety 
of the seminary cannot be taken 
for granted. A year ago, credible 
allegations of abuse were made 
against Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick, which included the 
abuse of adult seminarians. 

Thornton said the reaction from 
the seminary in Saint Paul was 

swift. The archdiocesan lawyer 
and an ombudsman, who is not 
employed by the archdiocese, 
were sent to the seminary to give 
the seminarians a confidential 
place to report if they had been 
abused. The rector of the seminary 
sent a letter to the bishops of the 
seminarians detailing how they are 
being kept safe.

Thornton said, “Bishop Swain 
immediately sent the letter to the 
parents of seminarians. He said 
he is always willing to speak with 
them if they have any concerns. I 
know my parents were happy the 
bishop sent it to them, to show 
he does care about our safety as 
seminarians.”

In the day-to-day living within the 
seminary community, Thornton 
said, “I do feel safe. I know the 
seminary and I know the priests 
there, and I know how our 
response is to continue to pray and 
to work on our own formation. 
There are no gray areas in 
formation; it’s all out in the open.”

Father Samson sees all the aspects 
of formation within the seminary 
community as necessary for men 
“to just be human, to be a man 
who knows himself and his limits, 
who loves life, who laughs and 
cries and shares his heart with 
people.”

Rather than being a hindrance, 
the culture today is challenging 
seminarians in new ways. 

“Today, the seminarians for our 
diocese seem even more excited 
because of the climate, even more 
eager to serve and to show the 
courage needed to be a priest,” 
Father Samson said.

9



Living the Call
After seminary formation, a man is 
presented for ordination and then, 
traditionally, is sent to a parish. 
There he can put what he has 
learned in seminary into practice, 
and to live his priesthood as a man 
with a healthy spirituality, a strong 
academic life, and an authentic 
humanity. 
As John Paul II taught, “The 
formation of future priests…
and lifelong assiduous care for 
their personal sanctification in 
the ministry and for the constant 
updating of their pastoral 
commitment is considered by the 
Church one of the most demanding 
and important tasks for the future 
of the evangelization of humanity.” 
(PDV, 2)
For Father Lacey, this means living 
his priesthood in a church that has 
embraced even greater openness 
and transparency in ministry. 
“To be honest, it doesn’t come up 
very often, but if it comes up in 
the news I’ll address it, and preach 
on it, and people are pleased I 
approach the topic,” he said. “After 
Mass, some people will thank me 
or tell me they’ve been thinking 
about it or worrying about it.”
One of the positive aspects of the 
crisis is a renewed sense of the 
priesthood itself. 
Father Samson said, “There is 
a tension in loving the office of 
the priest and honoring that, and 
the need to confront clericalism. 
There is a strong need today for 
men to be formed to be humble 
and unpretentious, to learn how to 
be with people in their lives with 
grace, and to just be human.”
For Father Samson, families are 
not only the source of vocations in 
the church but are also a source of 

inspiration in living that vocation.
“Priests come from families; they 
don’t fall out of thin air,” he said. 
“My five brothers, living healthy 
marriages, teach me how to be 
a priest and about the sacrifices 
needed. If I am ever tempted to 
think I’m better than my brothers 
because I’m a priest, I just watch 
them take care of their children. 
“My family keeps me grounded; 
they love my priesthood, but I’m 
always going to be Jordan to 
them.” 
Younger priests, formed in a time 
of crisis, are using the challenges 
of the past as an opportunity to 
embrace more fully their “personal 
sanctification and…pastoral 
commitment.” Father Samson 
said, “It drives me to live the 
life of Christ even more, and the 
simplicity of the Gospel. It calls 
me to remember why Christ is so 
important.”
Father Lacey realizes that young 
men discerning a vocation to the 
priesthood face unique challenges 
on their journey, as did he, but he 
would ask them, as a part of that 
discernment, to keep a positive 
perspective. 
“There’s always been crisis in 
the Church, and in the world, but 
the message has always been the 
same,” Father Lacy said. “Jesus 
Christ is our consolation in crisis, 
and we need men to bring Him 
through the sacraments.”
With the opportunities for growth, 
opportunities for human as well as 
priestly formation, that are present 
in the Church today, a time of 
crisis becomes a time of courage, 
of compassion, of sacrifice and 
love. Father Samson said, “It’s a 
beautiful time to be a priest.” 

O Father, you desire all of us 

to be happy. Stir the grace of 

the Holy Spirit in these men 

searching out their vocation to 

the priesthood. Grant to them 

the willingness and generosity 

to give of themselves, their lives, 

their time and their talents to the 

service of Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

Our Lord and Savior, and to His 

Holy Church.

May more men and women be 

inspired to consider service as 

priests, deacons, brothers and 

sisters to bring the truths of our 

Catholic faith to all others. May 

we all strive to know, love and 

serve You all our days.

ARE YOU
BEING
CALLED

www.sfvocations.org 
605.988.3772
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The
Church

Recent headlines have made 
my head spin. 
For example, a new scientifi c technique, 
termed “mitochondrial transfer,” has 
raised the specter of human beings sci-
entifi cally engineered from three or more 
“parents,” with numerous actual cases 
reported. Along similar lines, CRISPR 
technology, the molecular tool designed 
to edit genes, has been used to geneti-
cally modify babies. “Should the rich be 
allowed to buy the best genes?” is now 
a real question one headline poses, not a 
line from an Aldous Huxley novel. 
Follow that with a report in the presti-
gious New England Journal of Medi-
cine this spring that “a man delivered a 
stillborn baby.” A woman, who identifi ed 
herself as a “transgender man,” went to 
an emergency room with severe abdomi-
nal pain. Her medical records identifi ed 
her as a male, so she wasn’t triaged with 
a pregnancy in mind. By the time she 
was seen, her baby had died. 

Last, consider the news from Nebraska 
this April that “a 61-year-old woman 
gave birth to her own grandchild for her 
son and son-in-law.” The woman served 
as a surrogate for her son and his same-
sex partner using in vitro fertilization 
and gametes from both the 61-year-old 
woman’s son and his partner’s sister.

This is heavy stuff  and highlights two 
characteristics of our age: previously 
unthinkable technological developments, 
and the “autonomous self,” that is, a 
belief that there are no due limits to what 
a person can or should do, so long as 
they want it.

In light of these strong cultural currents 
and rapid technological advances, we 
might wonder, is there any solid ground 
on which we can stand? Yes! 
We fi nd this stable ground in answering 
the call to holiness, in love and truth. It’s 
with this in mind that many are delving 
once more into the teaching of St. John 
Paul II. 
What does it mean to be human? What is 
my body for? How do I learn to give and 
receive love? Does it even matter? 
From 1979 to 1984, St. John Paul II un-
packed these questions in a series of 129 
Wednesday afternoon discourses given 
to those gathered in St. Peter’s square. 
As a man who had experienced deep 
suff ering—he lost his mother, brother 
and father in his youth, and he lived 
under brutal Nazi and Soviet regimes—
St. John Paul II knew these questions 
weren’t pie-in-the-sky but were deeply 
important to living an authentically hu-
man life in this vale of tears. 
In this series of refl ections, known as 

the “Theology of the Body,” 
the Holy Father begins with 
an extended refl ection on 
Jesus’s words as recorded in 
Matthew’s Gospel:  “from the 
beginning it was not so” (cf. 
Mt. 19).  
Why start here? Because from 
the very beginning, St. John 
Paul II emphasized, God in-
scribed order and purpose into 
our human nature. This deep 
meaning runs through our souls 
and our bodies, through which 
we give and receive love. The 

great Polish pope believed if we didn’t 
come to see the spiritual purposes built 
into the order of our bodies as given to 
us by God “from the beginning,” humans 
would come to see themselves more and 
more as objects to be used and manipu-
lated at will, rather than subjects called 
to and capable of great virtue.
St. John Paul II’s teaching, which af-
fi rmed the perennial Tradition of the 
faith, reminds us we can never treat 
other persons as mere objects to be 
manipulated—created and structured 
according to our own will. But, in order 
to act with virtue, that is, to act in accord 
with our God-given nature, we must 

always accept others as a gift, respecting 
the inherent order of God’s creation. 
Such a life of virtue isn’t something we 
arbitrarily stumble into; it requires that 
we put on the mind of Christ and think 
deeply with the Church about the ways 
in which certain technologies lead us to 
treat humans as objects to be used, not 
human persons capable of great love.
For this reason the South Dakota Catho-
lic Conference and the Diocesan Offi  ce 
for Marriage, Family, and Refl ect Life 
are hosting Jennifer Lahl, the president 
of the Center for Bioethics and Culture, 
for But Should We? The Ethics of Arti-
fi cial Reproductive Technology at Holy 
Spirit Parish in Sioux Falls at 7 p.m. on 
September 10. 
Mrs. Lahl, a pediatric nurse, bioethicist 
and renowned documentary fi lmmaker, 
will be speaking about the ethical con-
cerns presented by artifi cial reproductive 
technology. She approaches these issues 
from the standpoint of natural law and 
right reason, focusing on the real-life 
concerns that arise with practices such 
as egg harvesting, sperm donation and 
surrogacy. 
Mrs. Lahl is accustomed to speaking to 
Catholic and non-Catholic audiences 
alike, so feel free to bring a curious 
friend. The event is made possible 
through the generosity of the Catholic 
Community Foundation for Eastern 
South Dakota. No RSVP is necessary.

Do bioethics techniques respect 
our human dignity?

Christopher Motz, Executive Director, 
South Dakota Catholic Conference
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By Renae Kranz

Have you ever had to wait a long time to get something you 
really wanted in life? Maybe you’ve waited a long time to meet 
your ideal spouse, and the wrong people keep sending you off  
track. Or you can’t seem to land that job you’ve been working 
toward for years.

The road blocks keep popping up. The waiting drags on.

Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne faced the same problems. She’s 
probably not a saint you’ve heard of before, but she overcame 
road blocks and waiting in her own life. And maybe she can 
inspire you to face them head on in yours. 

While growing up in Grenoble, France, in the late 1700s, Rose 
felt called to enter the religious life early on, but her father 
objected. She tapped into her strong will and desire to serve God 
to overcome that road block and entered the convent of the order 
of the Visitation of Holy Mary when she turned 18.

Unfortunately, the revolutionaries of the French Revolution’s 
Reign of Terror closed or suppressed all religious houses. 
Dejected and likely terrifi ed, Rose went back home and tried 
to live out her vows for the next 11 years. She helped others 
suff ering from the ravages of war and even those imprisoned at 
the former monastery during this dark time in France’s history.

Did you give up the fi rst time a road block was put in your path? 
The courage to press on is often the diff erence between success 
and failure, and maybe the diff erence between becoming a saint 
or becoming, well, not a saint. 

After I graduated from college, I worked for a daily newspaper 
for about a year. I quickly fi gured out the life of a newspaper 
reporter wasn’t for me, but I still loved writing. I moved and 
couldn’t fi nd a job as a writer. This was my fi rst road block to 
my calling. And I’m sorry to say, I didn’t choose my next steps 
very well.

Rose struggled too. Post revolution, she tried and failed to revive 
the monastery because the living conditions were just too harsh 
to keep it going. She accepted an off er in 1804 to merge with 
another religious community, the Society of the Sacred Heart. 
Now she was getting somewhere. She became a superior and 
supervised a school in the new convent in Paris. 

All through her life, a desire to serve Native Americans in the 
New World grew in Rose, but she couldn’t fi gure out how to 
accomplish that goal. It would be 13 more years before she 
would get her chance. Talk about waiting!

I waited almost 20 years to start my journey back to writing. 

Those years weren’t wasted 
though. I learned a lot about 
myself and my abilities. I 
explored new career paths very 
diff erent from writing. But 
none of those careers seemed to 
really fi t. I was tired of fl opping 
around, not knowing what was 
next.

Rose did a lot better than I did 
during her waiting, but she 
waited nonetheless. Finally 
in 1817, the Bishop of the 
Diocese of Louisiana and 
the Two Floridas, William 
Dubourg, visited the convent 
in Paris. Rose’s dream seemed 
within reach. Bishop Dubourg 
was looking for educators to 
come to America to evangelize 
the Native American and 
French children of the diocese. 
She begged her superior for 
permission to serve and was 
fi nally granted it.

Rose left the next year at age 49, 
traveling by sea for 10 weeks to 
reach New Orleans and then on 
a steamboat up the Mississippi 
River for seven more weeks 
to arrive in St. Louis. Here, 
another road block was erected. 
Rose would not be assigned in 
St. Louis as expected. She was 
needed instead in St. Charles, 
Missouri, a remote village on 
the frontier. 

Can you imagine her 
disappointment? Just when she thought she was going to fulfi ll 
her heart’s desire, the Lord asked her to wait again. And this 
time, the road block almost did her in.

In St. Charles, she founded the fi rst house of the Society of the 
Sacred Heart outside of France, but the harshness of the frontier 
was nearly too much for her. Extreme cold, hard work, lack of 
money and diffi  culty with communication made things more 
diffi  cult than even a tough woman like Rose expected. 

My conditions were also getting tough. I had been running a 
home staging business for about seven years. The problem? 
I wasn’t getting any traction. I felt busy, but I wasn’t making 
any real money. I had to face the fact that I needed a new job, 
one that would pay me a regular salary so we could pay the 
mortgage. It was a diffi  cult realization, but you do what you have 
to do. In my case, I got a job as an administrative assistant at an 
accounting fi rm.

Can we be saints?
A saint is just a sinner who keeps trying

You get a sneak peak! “Can we be saints?” is a new series that 
will be launched on the diocesan website www.sfcatholic.org this 
month. Regularly, we’ll introduce you to a saint in a new way, not 
with just a boring old bio. We’ll show you how saints struggled 
and lived very much like we do today. They’re more like us than we 
could ever imagine. Visit www.sfcatholic.org/saints to see future 
stories of how our lives and saints lives intersect.

St. Rose
Philippine

Duchesne
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Can we be saints?
A saint is just a sinner who keeps trying

For Rose, the conditions she and 
the other sisters faced eventually 
forced them to relocate to 
Florissant, Missouri. The new 
location was a vast improvement. 
By 1828, the sisters had grown 
their work to six communities 
and several schools for the 
young women of Missouri and 
Louisiana. Although Rose was 
accomplishing much, she was 
still waiting. Her opportunity 
to fulfi ll her long-held desire 
to serve the Native Americans 
would soon present itself. 

Think of the patience this must 
have taken for Rose. All these 
years, she served faithfully where 
ever she was called, even when it 
wasn’t what she wanted. Sound 
familiar? 

Maybe we don’t always serve so 
faithfully, but we can. And the 
Lord will always lead us down 
the path we’re supposed to take 
if we listen to His promptings. 
It’s so hard to see while we’re 
traveling it, but He’s there.

I knew He was there when my 
opportunity to get back to writing 
turned up just around the corner 
as well.

I started taking writing classes to 
polish my skills while working 
the administrative assistant job. 
After a few years, I knew I had to 
fi nd a way back to writing as my 

full-time job. I applied for writing work, but no one would give 
me a chance because I had been out of the business for too long. 
Another road block.

This time I didn’t let the road block stop me. I started my own 
freelance writing business on the side, working with businesses 
to write their marketing materials. I picked up clients and 
had some work. I knew I would have to wait a while before I 
could quit my day job (there’s that dreaded waiting again). But 
suddenly, the Lord intervened, quite literally it seemed.

Let’s fi nish up Rose’s story fi rst.

In 1841 at age 72, Rose was retired and frail, but when the call 
fi nally came to serve the Native Americans, she would accept it 
happily. A Jesuit priest at the mission in Sugar Creek, Kansas, 
requested Rose and three other religious sisters to come start a 
school for Potawatomi girls. 

Though her health was her fi nal roadblock, she did what she 

could for the fl edgling school. She spent most of her time in 
prayer for the students and those running the school, becoming 
known as “Woman Who Prays Always.” After only a year, she 
was sent back to St. Charles because of her poor health, but she 
had fi nally done the one thing she longed to do. 

Rose died November 18, 1852, at 83. She was canonized a saint 
in 1988. 

As for me, my husband happened to notice an ad in our Sunday 
bulletin for the position of managing editor/writer for our 
diocesan publication, The Bishop’s Bulletin. I fi gured it couldn’t 
hurt to apply.

Thankfully, my soon-to-be boss was able to do what so many 
others couldn’t do in the past: look at my resume and see me as 
someone who could use all my varied experiences (previously 
road blocks) to do the job. I believe the Lord stepped in. 

All those years while I felt like a failure for fl oundering in my 
professional life were necessary to bring me to this place, this 
job, this calling. 

Interestingly, Rose felt at diff erent times during her service that 
she had failed, too. She once said about her work soon after 
arriving in St. Charles, “...the dear Lord has favored us with a 
share of His cross. The greatest and undoubtedly the hardest to 
bear is the lack of success in our work here. If a saint had been 
in charge, all would have gone well.” Little did she know that a 
future saint was indeed in charge.

When the world puts road blocks in your way and the waiting 
seems too much to bear, remember that God has a plan for you. 
My own experience has borne that out over and over. I don’t 
usually know where I’m being led, but suddenly something will 
happen that brings the journey I’ve taken so far into sharp focus. 

Am I comparing myself to a saint? No way. But as you can see, 
the saints faced many of the same challenges we do. They found 
a way to serve the Lord in all kinds of adversity. 

We all have a long way to go to be holy. But we’re all called to 
try. And we have to trust the Lord. Diffi  cult, I know. Even for 
those who become canonized saints. 

Keep pressing on. The road to holiness is possible for each of us, 
and Rose has some fi nal encouragement to help.

“We may not understand His Will for us in time, but in eternity 
the veil will be drawn and we shall see that He acted only for our 
happiness. Let us bear our cross and leave it to God to determine 
the length and the weight.”

Duchesne

The
Church

“Profi t by the little trials 
that come to you, for through them 

we make real progress.”
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The relics of St. Pio of Pietrelcina (better 
known as St. Padre Pio) will be visiting 
the Cathedral of Saint Joseph on Sunday, 
September 29, from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
A Mass to honor St. Pio will be celebrated 
at 4 p.m. 

This event is part of the “Relics Tour of 
St. Padre Pio” sponsored by the St. Pio 
Foundation, a nonprofi t charity dedicated 
to the promotion of the spiritual charism 
of St. Pio.

The relics of St. Pio available for public 
veneration will include his glove, a crust 
of the wounds of his stigmata, cotton 
gauze with blood stains, a lock of hair, his 
mantle, and a handkerchief soaked with 
his sweat hours before he died.

Cathedral of Saint Joseph rector Father 
James Morgan sees this as a great oppor-
tunity for the people in the diocese. 

“For the Cathedral of Saint Joseph to 
be chosen as a host site for the relics is 

indeed a privilege for all the faithful of the 
diocese who have known of St. Padre Pio 
and have always wanted to encounter the 
saint in a personal way,” Father Morgan 
said.  

The veneration of relics is as old as the 
Church herself. Father Morgan says in the 
very beginnings of the Church, the fi rst 
bishops and priests of Rome celebrated 
Mass over the graves of martyred saints, 

often becoming martyrs themselves in the 
process. They venerated them because 
their lives had a great impact on the faith.

“Christians have been venerating the rel-
ics of saints for centuries, fi rst, because it 

Sunday September 15
11:00-2:00
Everyone welcome

Adults - $10.00
7-12 year olds - $5.00
3- 6 year olds - $2.00

2 and under are FREE

Dell Rapids St. Mary Parish

Turkey Dinner

Carry outs are 
available for $12.00

Bazaar&

Tony Gibson

Call today at 1-866-679-6425. 

Even those with toughened hands and hearts need someone to talk to. Extreme weather 
conditions, machinery breakdowns, a volatile ag environment, long hours that prevent time 
with family, and lowered income all cause frustration.

Avera is a 60-year regional leader in behavioral health services. We offer the Farm & Rural 
Stress Hotline for symptoms of sadness, anxiety, hopelessness, overwhelming feelings, and 
more. It’s free, confidential and available 24/7.

Governor Kristi Noem has farmed and ranched in South Dakota for many years. She’s pictured here touring  
flood-damaged areas.

“Pray, hope and 
don’t worry.”

– St. Padre Pio

St. Pio of Pietrelcina:
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recognizes a particular saint’s holiness of 
life. Thus, it then inspires us to embrace 
holiness of life,” Father Morgan said. 
“Second, and more importantly, we vener-
ate relics as a form of worship to God. We 
don’t worship the relics. We worship the 
God who made their saintly lives a testa-
ment to His goodness and omnipotence.”

He says venerating relics can have a 
supernatural eff ect. Many healings have 
been recorded after the faithful visit or 
venerate relics or holy sites. At the very 
least, you should expect to see something 
extraordinary in the ordinary.

The word relic means “a fragment” or 
“remnant of a thing that once was but now 
is no longer.” The relics of St. Pio that 
will be on display will be from all three 
classes of relics:

• First class – a relic of the body or 
fragments of the body of the saint, 
in this case the lock of hair and 
crusts from St. Pio’s wounds

• Second class – something person-
ally owned by the saint, in this case 
the mantle

• Third class – items a saint touched 
or that have been touched to a fi rst- 
or second-class relic of a saint, in 
this case the glove and handker-
chief

Father Morgan says St. Pio has left an 
“indelible mark on the faith of believers,” 
perhaps only behind two other modern-
day saints, St. John Paul II and St. Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. His story is one of a 
powerful faith with plenty of diffi  culties 
and trials along the way.

“He had the gift to read into people’s 
souls. He received the stigmata (wounds 
of Christ) that were both a blessing and a 
curse. Healings happened when he prayed 
over someone, and they continue to hap-
pen through the invocation of his interces-
sion,” Father Morgan said. 

If you want to learn more about St. Padre 
Pio, a more in-depth bio will be available 
at our new saint’s page on the diocesan 
website September 15. Visit www.sf-
catholic.org/saints to read more about him 
before visiting the relics. 

Relics to visit diocese as part of tour

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  • D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E • L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E • R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Curtis Antony
Watertown

(605) 881-6545
curtis.antony@kofc.org

Heath Dickelman
Sioux Falls

(605) 351-7978
heath.dickelman@kofc.org

David Cook
Sioux Falls

(605) 419-1551
david.cook@kofc.org

Jeff Gillen
Sioux Falls

(605) 759-7204
Jeff.gillen@kofc.org

Tom Bechen
Mitchell

(605) 770-9798
thomas.bechen@kofc.org

Phil Carlson
Brookings

(605) 695-4793
philip.carlson@kofc.org

Matt Weller
Redfield

(605) 450-6066
matthew.weller@kofc.org

Mark DiSanto
Rapid City

(605) 391-5694
mark.disanto@kofc.org

Adam Werkmeister
Armour

(605) 999-0743 
adam.werkmeister@kofc.org

This Could 
Be You!

Contact Jon for
Career Opportunities

Jon Beebe
General Agent

(605) 882-8689
jon.beebe@kofc.org

www.kofcbeebeagency.com

Knights of Columbus

Serve their community

Grow their faith

Protect their families

Build a brotherhood

Transform the world

Join us.

Beebe Gen_Join.qxp_Layout 1  8/2/19  2:30 PM  Page 1
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Religious Goods Inc.
Hurley’s

Serving You Since 1951

Relgious Gifts for All Occasions
Baptism - Communion - Confirmation

Weddings - ArtWork - Statues - Jewelry
Crucifixes - Candles - Church Supplies

1-800-437-4338
www.hurleysrg.com
(full catalog available online)

Store Location
1417 S. University Dr.

Fargo, ND 58103

At this “book retreat” join Dr. Chris 
Burgwald in a conversation about Dr. 
John Bergsma’s book, Bible Basics for 
Catholics. 
In addition to the discussion, there will be 
time for prayer and reflection.

Words of Wisdom
October 5, 2019
BROOM TREE RETREAT CENTER

For more information visit 
www.sfcatholic.org/wow

First day of school
Catholic schools ready for a new year

Kids from all over the diocese went back 
to school in August. Pictures bottom mid-
dle and bottom right: kids from John Paul 
II in Mitchell enjoy story time and others 
get a welcome “fi ve” from the DWU 
football team. Photos top and bottom 
left and top right: kids at St. Katharine 
Drexel and O’Gorman Junior High in 
Sioux Falls arrive for their fi rst day.
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Area business people seeking to 
integrate faith into the workplace 
gathered for the 2019 Faith and 
Business Conference in August. 
The conference featured speakers 
who helped show attendees how to 
take faith principals and turn them 
into business practices—taking 
Sunday into Monday.
Speakers included Catherine 
Pakaluk, assistant professor of 
Social Research and Economic 
Thought at The Catholic 
University of America, Tom 

Conference inspires Catholics 
to bring their faith to work

Morgan, Vistage Chair, and Father 
James Mason, president and rector 
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. 
Father Mason also celebrated 
Mass with the attendees.
The conference attracted around 
250 people. To watch all of the 
keynote speakers’ talks, go to 
www.faithandbusinessconference.
com. Next year’s conference will 
feature Super Bowl Champion and 
six-time Pro-Bowl NFL off ensive 
lineman Matt Birk as one of the 
keynote speakers.

Bev & Ted Pins

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR IN-KIND DONORS

THANK YOU TO OUR DONOR RESTAURANTS

THANK YOU TO OUR COFFEE VENDORS

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR AUCTION DONORS!!!

Interstate Office
    Products
Todd & Linda Broin
Ballard Spahr LLP
Dakotaland Homes
Muth Electric

Boyce Law Firm
Woods Fuller Shultz 
   & Smith PC
Schoenbeck Law
Runge Enterprises
Orion Financial

Puetz Construction
Jamison Company 
    Real Estate
Ruby Tuesday

DTSF
Girton Adams
Real Presence Radio
Pride Neon Signs
Dunham Companies
Great Outdoor Store
Novak Sanitation
SDN Communications

Black Top Paving
Heartland Paper
Vinyl Taco
Hidden Valley Golf Carts
Culligan Water
Coca Cola of Sioux Falls
Pepsi
Penske Truck Rentals

Sticks & Steel
Waypoint Food Services
Sue Benson
Wine Time on Main
Taylor’s Pantry
Luciano’s
Dakota Traffic Services

Avera Prairie Center
Bagel Boy
Breadsmith
Carnival Grill
Cheeseworld
Chef Dominique’s 
Cherry Creek
Cookie Jar Eatery

Culver’s
Eileen’s Collasal Cookies
Fly Boy Donuts
Inca’s 
Josiah’s 
K Restaurant
Marquett Council of the 
Knights of Columbus

McNally’s
Myers Deli and More
Nothing Bundt Cake
O So Good
Rudy M Navarrete
Sanchez Salsa
SDSU Ice Cream
Swamp Daddy

Cafeto Colombian Coffee
Dunn Brothers Coffee

Grounded Coffee
Parable Coffee Co

TOURNAMENT SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS

EAGLE SPONSORS

BIRDIE SPONSORS

GOLDEN EAGLE SPONSORS
Joe and Kathy Carmody

Bockorny Group
Boen & Associates Inc.
Mark & Chris Buche
CorTrust Bank/CorTrust Mortgage
Creative Surfaces - Ted & Bev Pins
Combined Pool & Spa
Daktronics

The Don & Jo Dougherty Family
Dana Dykhouse
Great Western Bank
Lynde Construction Inc.
Modern Woodmen
Runge Enterprises
Shoenbeck Law 
   - Lee & Donna Shoenbeck

South Dakota Trust Company
SDN Communications
SilverStone Broup
St. Huberts Hideaway
United Concrete Inc.
US Bank

Krier & Blain, Inc.
Ken & Marge Doyle
McGinnis & Company, P.C.

Ophthalmology LTD
Security National Bank 
   - Joe & Diana Twidwell

State Farm - Jerry Priebe
Thompson Electric C0.

Thank You for Your Support!
WHEN YOU PARTICIPATE IN THE BISHOP’S CUP & LEGACY: A 
TASTING EXPERIENCE, YOU HELP FUND YOUTH AND FAMILY 
ACTIVITIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS TO INSURE BROOM TREE IS 
AVAILABLE TO PEOPLE OF ALL AGES AND INCOME LEVELS.
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TRUE DEVOTION DOES US 
NO HARM WHATSOEVER, 
BUT INSTEAD PERFECTS ALL 
THINGS.
~ St. Francis de Sales

October 11-13, 2019
Abbey of The Hills

A retreat designed specifically for teens 
desiring to GO DEEPER in their prayer life.

A GOING DEEPER RETREAT FOR TEENS

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.sfcatholic.org/youth
(605) 988-3766 | rekeren@sfcatholic.org

ENTER into a World of LOVE AND DEDICATION. 
A World of PRAYER,COMMUNITY AND SERVICE.

Sister M. Loretta von Rueden, OSF

Contact:
SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS OF 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

1417 West Ash 
Mitchell, SD 57301

605-996-1410

Sacred Heart Catholic Church has an opening for a full-time Director of Music. The successful 
applicant will work as a vital part of the parish staff team to bring the parish vision of ‘Inviting 
Everyone to Passionately Live the Gospel’ to realization, specifically through the work of 
sacred music. Tasks include coordinating music to enhance the liturgical services of the 
parish, including selecting music, playing the organ and piano for liturgies, directing choirs, 
coordinating cantors and accompanists, and maintaining the pipe organ and piano. 

A full job description can be found at sacredheartaberdeen.net/employment-opportunities. 
Interested candidates are asked to send a copy of their resume and an accompanying cover 
letter to Fr. Mark Lichter, Pastor of Sacred Heart, at sacredheartaberdeen@gmail.com, or by 
mail to 502 2nd Ave SE Aberdeen, SD 57401. 

Help Wanted
Sacred Heart Parish Seeks A Director of Music
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1-800-700-7867 | www.sfcatholic.org/cfs

Professional, confidential counseling available 
in five locations across eastern South Dakota

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED · SLIDING FEE SCALE

INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY 
COUNSELING SERVICES

123 Saint Raphael Circle  •  Irene, SD 57037
605-263-1040  •  broomtree@sfcatholic.org

www.broom-tree.org

UPCOMING 
R E T R E AT S

DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
Broom Tree Days of Recollection begin at 10 a.m. and consist of conferences, time for Adoration, 
Mass, and an opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The day ends in mid-afternoon. 
Because lunch is also served, we ask that you please register. A prayerful donation is requested.

Sept 17: What is Grace? Cooperating 
with the power of God 
- directed by Fr. Tom Anderson

Oct 11-13: Inner Healing Retreat  
- directed by Mike Snyder & Jane Barz

Oct 20-24: Fall Priest Retreat  
- directed by Fr. James Steffes

SILENT RETREATS
Men’s 2019
September 19-22
October 24-27
November 21-24

Women’s 2019
September 5-8
October 17-20
November 7-10

SPECIAL RETREATS 

Oct 15: St. Teresa of Avila, Practical 
Spirituality of Falling in Love  
with Jesus 
- directed by Fr. Joe Forcelle

Dec 6-8: Couples Retreat  
- directed by Fr. John Rutten

Dec 14: One Day Silent Retreat  
- directed by Fr. Steven Jones

Bishop Paul J. Swain celebrated 
the fi rst of two annual 
anniversary Masses to honor 
couples who have enjoyed the 
Sacrament of Marriage for 25 
years or more. The Mass at the 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in 
Sioux Falls was held August 18 
and included a reception and the 
opportunity for photos with the 
bishop.

The Church holds the Sacrament 
of Marriage in high esteem 
because strong marriages build 
strong families that refl ect the 
Trinity, which in turn creates 
a solid foundation on which to 
build the Church. Recognition 
of marriage in the Church shows 
other couples a good example of 
Christian love and sacrifi ce.

Emily Leedom, director of 
Marriage, Family and Respect 
Life for the diocese, has been 
inspired by what she has seen at 
these Masses.

“A few years ago I saw an 

elderly couple who had been 
married 73 years. The tenderness 
they had toward one another, 
helping one another when their 
frailty made it diffi  cult to help 
themselves, changed the way I 
approach my husband,” Leedom 
said. “We all need witnesses of 
that kind of love.”
Marriage can be hard even for 
the happiest couples, but God 
is always involved and always 

ready to help.
“Marriage is messy and 
complicated,” Leedom 
said. “But marriage lived 
authentically is also deeply 
joyful, profound and 
transformative. We need to 

celebrate the joy of marriage 
lived well—as a beacon of 
hope in a world of confusion 
regarding love’s potential.”
The second anniversary Mass 
will be in Aberdeen Sept. 8 at 
1:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish.  

Anniversary Masses put the commitment of 
couples on display for Christian faithful

Couples pray together during Mass. (photos by Bill Sealey)
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Committed in
Christ

ABERDEEN – Carrol and Regina 
Reis will celebrate their 60th an-
niversary on September 10. They 
have 7 children (1 deceased), 14 
grandchildren and 18 great-
grandchildren and are members of 
Sacred Heart Parish.

ARMOUR – Rich and Jeanne 
Soulek celebrated their 62nd an-
niversary on August 7. They are 
members of St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish.

CLEAR LAKE – Joe and Clarice 
Uckert will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on September 22. They 
have 6 children, 12 grandchildren 
and are members of St. Mary 
Parish.

DELL RAPIDS – Richard and Ro-
salie Gannon celebrated their 60th 
anniversary on August 22. They 
have 4 children, 11 grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren and are 
members of St. Mary Parish.

DIMOCK – Tom and Jeanne 
Weber will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on September 23. They 
have 7 children (1 deceased), 14 
grandchildren and are members of 
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish.

DIMOCK – Eldon and Tina 
Hohn will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on September 9. They 
have 5 children (1 deceased), 10 
grandchildren and are members of 
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish.

MADISON – Halley and Nancy 
Riedel celebrated their 50th an-
niversary on August 22. They have 
2 children, 5 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish.

MILBANK – George and Berniece 
Folk will celebrate their 72nd 
anniversary on September 29. They 
have 3 children, 6 grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren and are 
members of St. Lawrence Parish.

MILBANK – Brian and Mary Lou 
Bullert will celebrate their 40th 
anniversary on September 22. 
They have 4 children (3 deceased) 
and are members of St. Lawrence 
Parish.

MILLER – David and Derla 
Simons celebrated their 60th an-
niversary on August 1. They have 
10 children, 32 grandchildren and 
13 great-grandchildren and are 
members of St. Ann Parish.

MITCHELL – Gayland and Ber-
nice Trudeau will celebrate their 
70th anniversary on September 14. 
They have 11 children, 25 grand-
children (1 deceased) and 17 great-
grandchildren and are members of 
Holy Spirit Parish.

MITCHELL – Gary and Julie 
Kunkel will celebrate their 45th 
anniversary on September 14. They 
have 3 children, 10 grandchildren 
and are members of Holy Spirit 
Parish.

MITCHELL – Ken and Joanne 
Geraets will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on September 13. They 
have 5 children, 7 grandchildren 
and are members of Holy Spirit 
Parish.

ONIDA – Dan and Colleen Lamb 
will celebrate their 45th anniver-
sary on September 14. They have 
3 children, 8 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Pius X Parish.

REVILLO – Charles and Joyce 
Meyer will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on September 13. They 
have 5 children, 7 grandchildren 
and are members of Annunciation 
Parish.

ROSHOLT – Dan and Heather 
Lick will celebrate their 25th an-
niversary on September 24. They 
have 4 children and are members 
of St. John the Baptist Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Jeff  and Angie 
Westwick will celebrate their 25th 
anniversary on September 3. They 
are members of St. Katharine 
Drexel Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Ernie and Anna 
Ortega will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on September 13. They 
have 1 child, 4 grandchildren and 
are members of St. Michael Parish.

TYNDALL – Dave and Jolene 
Vavruska will celebrate their 45th 
anniversary on September 13. They 
have 3 children, 4 grandchildren 
and are members of St. Leo the 
Great Parish.

TYNDALL – Howard and Mary 
Hajek will celebrate their 40th an-
niversary on September 7. They are 
members of St. Leo Parish.

Continued on next page
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Committed in
Christ

Sister Helen Ripplinger, 
92, a Sister of the Presen-
tation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, died on July 17 
at Avera Mother Joseph 
Manor, Aberdeen.
The Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated 
July 20 in Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel at Presenta-
tion Convent, Aberdeen. 
Interment followed at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Cemetery. 
Helen Ripplinger was 
born September 27, 1926, 
in Trail City, South Dako-
ta, to Magdelina (Meier) 
and Joseph Ripplinger. 
Helen graduated from 
the South Dakota School 
for the Blind in 1945. 
She attended Northern 

State College, Presenta-
tion College and later 
Lighthouse School for the 
Blind in Chicago. 
She entered Presenta-
tion Convent September 
8, 1949, and made her 
profession of vows on 
August 10, 1952.   

Sr. Helen Ripplinger

Sister Helen Ripplinger dies at 92

Send a color photo, your anniversary news 
and a self-addressed, stamped envelope by 
September 16 for inclusion in the October 

2019 edition to:
The Bishop’s Bulletin

523 North Duluth Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

or e-mail to:
rkranz@sfcatholic.org.

Anniversary submissions

CLARK – Bob and Marlys Benson 
will celebrate their 45th anniver-
sary on September 21. They have 
5 children, 20 grandchildren and 1 
great-grandchild and are members 
of St. Michael Parish.

HURON – David and Jamie 
Nemmers will celebrate their 25th 
anniversary on September 23. They 
have 4 children and are members 
of Holy Trinity Parish.

Experts in
Exterior Building Repair

www.midcontinental.com
800-835-3700

Masonry Cleaning

Mortar Joint 
Repair

Brick Repair

Stone Repair

Caulk Replacement

Stucco Repair

Plaster Repair

Painting

Clear Water 
Repellents
Waterproof 
Coatings

Structural Concrete 
Repair

Jay Fritzemeier 
FIC

605-999-2705
Mitchell, Parkston &  
nearby

Mike Ferrell

605-954-4399
Aberdeen, Watertown, 
Brookings & nearby

David Schonhardt
FICF 

763-670-9058
Sioux Falls & nearby

Butch Byers 
FICF 

605-661-2437
Regional Manager

Angie Jorgensen 
FIC

605-660-5814
Yankton, Vermillion & 
nearby

Catholic United 
Financial believes  
in the Diocese of  

Sioux Falls!

We’ve given:

- over $2.3 million to 
Catholic religious 
education

- more than $679,000 
to Catholic Schools

- more than $400,000 
to Catholics in need

- more than $143,000 
in college & vocational 
scholarships

Contact us about these 
programs: Catholic Schools 
Raffle, scholarships, 
R.E.new Fund, MinisTREE, 
Matching Grant fundraising, 
abstinence education 
grants, school technology 
grants and more!

www.catholicunitedfinancial.org

Sister Helen ministered 
at (Avera) St. Luke’s 
Hospital from 1952 to 
1996 in many positions 
including receptionist, 
medical transcriptionist 
and TelMed clerk. She is 
remembered for singing 
in the choir, cantoring 
and lecturing at Sacred 
Heart Parish. 

She is survived by her 
community family of 
Presentation Sisters; 
3 sisters Julie Lynch, 
Mary Weber, Rose Ann 
Belcher; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; 4 brothers 
Peter, Joachim, Edward, 
and LeRoy; and 1 sister 
Frances Birchard.

WATERTOWN – Lynn and Lana 
Waege will celebrate their 25th 
anniversary on September 10. They 
have 4 children and are members 
of Immaculate Conception Parish.

YANKTON – Dennis and Sherryl 
O’Rourke will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on September 26. They 
have 2 children, 3 grandchildren 
and are members of Sacred Heart 
Parish.

YANKTON – Mark and Patricia 
Hunhoff  will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on September 20. They 
have 2 children, 5 grandchildren 
and are members of Sacred Heart 
Parish.
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Upcoming
Events

Bishop Paul J. Swain and priests 
from the diocese will trade in their 
traditional black for blaze orange 
hunting gear during the Bishop’s 
Charity Hunt on September 23 
and 24, sponsored by the Catholic 
Community Foundation of Eastern 
South Dakota. 

The fi elds at Horseshoe K Ranch 
in Kimball off er a perfect setting 
for the two-day pheasant hunt. All 
proceeds help support the Catholic 
Newman Centers at the four state 
universities in eastern South 
Dakota: SDSU in Brookings, USD 
in Vermillion, NSU in Aberdeen 
and DSU in Madison. 

Father Andrew Dickinson, director 
of the Pius XII Newman Center in 
Brookings and pastor at St. Paul 
Parish in White, knows pheasants 
are plentiful and an important part 
of South Dakota’s economic and 
cultural lifeblood. So why pay 

money to hunt them when you 
could just ask an area farmer to 
hunt in his fi eld?

“The Bishop’s Charity Hunt 
is more than just a chance to 
blast some birds. It’s a chance 
to support the future of eastern 
South Dakota,” Father Dickinson 
says. “It is in college where the 
future leaders of agriculture, 
business, medicine and education 
are making their life-long 
decisions for Jesus Christ and His 
Catholic Church. If we want to 
have healthy families, towns and 
economies for the future of South 
Dakota, then we have to support 
Catholic Newman Centers and 
Campus Ministries.”

Eighty percent of Catholics leave 
the faith between the ages of 18 
and 24. Decisions made during 
university years will impact the 
rest of one’s life. Strong Catholic 

24th Annual Bishop’s Charity Hunt
Support college students’ faith through Catholic Campus Ministries

Campus Ministry forms the 
leaders of tomorrow in our society 
and our Church—from strong 
husbands and wives to dynamic 
priests and religious. 

Father Dickinson has noticed 
that news media narratives often 
portray college students as lazy, 
party animals, and incapable of 
criticism. But he sees the students 
involved in the Newman Centers 
as “truly breaking the mold in 
regard to those narratives and 
expectations.”  

“When a college student decides 
to make Jesus Christ and the 
Catholic faith a priority in their 
life, a wide range of options are 
available: discernment of religious 
life and priesthood, what sort of 
spouse they want to have, or how 

Hunters walk fi elds at Horseshoe K Ranch in Kimball during last 
year’s Bishop’s Charity Hunt. (photo courtesy of the Catholic Com-
munity Foundation of Eastern South Dakota) 

431 N. Cliff Avenue • Sioux Falls, SD 57103 • 605-335-5823
  Open Mon-Thur 9-5, Friday 9-6 & Saturday 9-5

All donations are tax deductible.

Chck out our
Many Treasures
Just Waiting for You!!!

they will live as a nurse, teacher or 
farmer,” he says.

Father Dickinson says the 
Bishop’s Charity Hunt is an 
opportunity to support a powerful 
cause, even if you have other 
options for hunting pheasants.

“Help us form the leaders of 
tomorrow. In the lives and stories 
of college graduates impacted by 
Campus Ministries, you can see 
how they break the mold and lead 
to a future full of hope,” he says.

Join the bishop and many others to 
support this great cause. Lodging 
is on-site and included in the 
fee. For more information or to 
register, visit www.ccfesd.org or 
call 605-988-3765.

St Michael Parish Pub Trivia Night
Saturday, September 28th 7-10pm

1600 S Marion Rd, Sioux Falls

Gather your friends for a night of fun 
and compete for prizes.

This is a 21 and over event that will help to provide Agua for 
Guatemala, the St Michael Parish Guatemalan Water Project.

• Build your own trivia table of 8 or we will build one for you, 
$10 per seat.

• Cash bar/food and other cash games available
• Table reservations/tickets sold after Masses and via email 

to Karen Boone kjcboone@gmail.com
• Contact Rhonda Kelsey 360-3772 with any questions.



Diocesan
Events
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Mother of God Monastery
Sept. 4 and 18/Coff ee and Conversation
What’s better than a “chat” about God 
over a cup of coff ee? 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
in Harmony Hill Hall. Visit www.
watertownbenedictines.org for more 
information or call Sister Emily at 605-
886-4181.

Recitation of the rosary planned
Friday, Sept. 6 - The rosary is recited for 
the faithful departed on the fi rst Friday of the 
month at 10 a.m. in St. Michael Cemetery in 
Sioux Falls.
Recitation of the rosary planned in the 
Mother’s Garden - The Offi  ce of the Marian 
Apostolate will sponsor the recitation of the ro-
sary in the Mother’s Garden near the Cathedral 
of St. Joseph in Sioux Falls at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Sept. 12, Tuesday, Sept. 17, and Tuesday, 
Sept. 24.
Pax Christi Southeastern SD to meet
Saturday, Sept. 14 - Pax Christi Southeast-
ern SD meeting is set for 1-3 p.m. at Cam-
inando Juntos, 617 E. 7th St., Sioux Falls. 
Contact Sister Pegge at 274-3735.  
Novena for Our Nation
Sunday, Oct. 13 - Recite the rosary daily as 
part of the nationwide 54-Day Rosary “Nove-
na for Our Nation,” which began on the Feast 
of the Assumption, August 15, and will con-
clude on the Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Ro-
sary, October 7. The special intentions for the 
Novena are for deeper respect for: the digni-
ty of human life, especially that of preborn chil-
dren; marriage; the family; and religious free-
dom. The rosary will be prayed in the Cathedral 
of Saint Joseph in Sioux Falls at 3 p.m. on Sun-
day, Oct. 13, to coincide with the National Ro-
sary Rally in front of the U. S. Capitol in Wash-
ington, D.C. For more information, contact the 
Offi  ce of the Marian Apostolate 605 521-0175.
Search for Christian Maturity retreat set
Oct. 25-27 - Located at Holy Spirit Church, 
Sioux Falls, the retreat is a student led program 
featuring talks, skits, music, opportunities for 
Confession, and celebration of Mass. All high 
school and college age students and adults are 
welcome. For more information, contact 605-
371-1478, SiouxFallsSearch@gmail.com or
www.siouxfallssearch.org.

Sacred Heart Monastery
Sept. 8/Seeking a deeper spirituality? 
Come to the new member orientation for 
Benedictine Oblates. An Oblate of St. 
Benedict is a Christian lay person (all 
faiths) who associates one’s self with a 
Benedictine monastery to share in the 
spiritual and material good works of the 
community. Orientation for new mem-
bers will be at Sacred Heart Monastery, at 
1 p.m. in Room 2015. No cost except for 
occasional books. If interested, contact 
Sister Patricia Heirigs at 605-668-6000 
or email patricia.heirigs@yanktonbene-
dictines.org.
Spiritual Direction Ministry Formation/
Benedictine Peace Center off ers forma-
tion for those discerning a call to be a 
spiritual director. Guided independent 
study complemented by two-day residen-
cies permits fl exibility with your sched-
ule. E-mail us at benedictinepeacectr@
yanktonbenedictines.org, or call (605) 
668-6292.

Catholic Family Services
Sept. 17-Oct. 22/Grieving the loss of a 
parent or sibling off ered on six Tuesday 
evenings from 6:30-8:30 at Catholic 
Family Services, 523 N. Duluth Ave., 
Sioux Falls. The program is for adults 
who have lost a parent or sibling. Parents 
and siblings play signifi cant roles in our 
lives and this loss requires a signifi cant 
adjustment. Call 988-3775 or 1-800-700-
7867 to register.
Surviving Divorce at two sites/St. Thom-
as More, Brookings, begins Monday, 
Sept. 9 6:30-8:30 (continues Monday 
evenings). Immaculate Conception, Wa-
tertown, begins Sunday, Sept. 8 6:30-8:30 
(continues Sunday evenings). Cost of $45 
each includes materials and refreshments 
for 6 weeks. Scholarships available. For 
more information or to register, in Brook-
ings, contact Catholic Family Services 
at 605-988-3775 or cfs@sfcatholic.org; 
in Watertown, contact Sheila Grabow at 
sheilagrabow@gmail.com.

Parish Dinners/Socials

Sept. 8: Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Watertown, fall festival dinner; serving 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.; turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings and homemade pies; tickets 
are $10 each or $25 per family; take-out 
meals are $10; raffl  e prizes include a cash 
giveaway of $1,000.

Sept. 8: St. George Parish, Scotland, will 
host its annual fall supper. Enjoy broasted 
chicken, baked ham, cheesy potatoes, 
salads and pie served from 4–7 p.m. Take 
part in a raffl  e at 7 p.m.

Sept. 14: St. Anthony of Padua Parish, 
Hoven, annual church bazaar “Harvesting 
Faith” will begin with Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
A pork-chop meal will be served from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. at the American Legion 
Hall. Entertainment will include games, 
raffl  e prizes and paddle wheel items.

Sept. 15: St. Mary Parish, Dell Rapids, is 
hosting a Turkey Dinner and Bazaar from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cost is $10 for adults, 
$5 for ages 7-12, $2 for ages 3-6, and 
ages 2 and under are free. Carry outs are 
available for $12.

Sept. 22: St. Peter Parish, Colman, Roast 
Beef Dinner at the parish hall. Serving 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost is $10 and 
children 10 and under are $3. Carry outs 
available.

Sept. 22: Sacred Heart Parish, Westport, 
annual chicken dinner. Serving from 4-7 
p.m. Enjoy chicken, potatoes, dressing, 
corn and pie. 

Sept. 29: Holy Rosary Parish, Kranz-
burg, roast beef dinner and bazaar from 
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the parish hall. Cost 
of the meal is $10 for adults, $5 for ages 
7-12, $2 for ages 3-6 and ages 2 and 
under are free. Raffl  es and a variety of 
games and activities will be included.

Sept. 29: St. Liborius Parish, Polo, an-
nual bazaar in the Polo Gym. A roast beef 
and turkey meal will be served from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Bingo, kids games, raffl  es 
and much more until 4 p.m.

Oct. 6: Sioux Falls Serra Club hosting 
Dad’s Belgian Waffl  e Breakfast from 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Christ the King 
School gym, 26th and Lake, Sioux Falls. 
Cost is a free will donation. Money raised 
will go toward seminarian education.

Oct. 6: St. Wenceslaus Parish, Tabor, ba-
zaar. Lunch will be served from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Enjoy chicken, dumplings, mashed 
potatoes, sauerkraut, vegetable and fruit 
salad, kolache, rolls and assorted pies.

Parish Dinners/Socials

Oct. 6: St. James Parish, Chamberlain, 
Fall Festival; lunch and silent auction 
immediately following 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
Enjoy ham, cheesy hashbrowns, green 
beans, salads and pie.

Oct. 6: St. Stephen Parish, Bridgewater, 
annual Whole Hog Sausage Supper. Serv-
ing family style from 3-7 p.m. Whole hog 
sausage sales begins at 1:30 p.m.

Oct. 13: St. Boniface Parish, Idylwilde 
(rural Freeman), annual fall supper from 
4-7 p.m. Serving broasted chicken and 
pork chops, cheesy potatoes, vegetable, 
salads, rolls, dessert and beverage. Cost 
is ages 13 to adult $11, ages 5-12 $7 and 
4 and under are free.
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Nov. 9, 2019
Swiftel Center Brookings, SD

Contact your parish for information 

or visit www.sfcatholic.org/youth

 

REGISTER ONLINE AT 
WWW.CCFESD.ORG 

OR CALL (605) 988-3765

    EST. 1995

SEPTEMBER
23&24
Horseshoe K Ranch - Kimball, SD

ALL PROCEEDS HELP SUPPORT OUR 
NEWMAN CATHOLIC CAMPUS MINISTRY 
IN THE DIOCESE OF SIOUX FALLS

PRODUCED BY

F O R  E A S T E R N  S O U T H  D A K O T A
FOUNDATION
COMMUNITY
Catholic

SPONSORED BY

DSU NSU

USDSDSU


