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Premise: 
All persons involved with efforts to prepare for the respectful removal of a church building should remain 
mindful of the important role the worship space has held in the formation of the spiritual lives of those who 
have gone before and whose sacrifices made the Church’s physical presence possible.  Individuals should 
demonstrate sensitivity toward the manner in which an item may have been given to the parish or procured 
by the parish.   

Examples: 
Temporal and Secular goods include but are not limited to: 
Vases, cooking equipment, silver/dishware, planters, lawn/snow equipment, furniture, furnaces/air 
conditioning units, kitchen appliances, cabinetry, bookshelves, light fixtures, etc. 

Gifts: 
Gifts to the Church are accepted without condition.  Past donations do not carry with them ties to benefactors 
or their descendants (CIC 1301). 

Directive: 
- The parish’s pastor/administrator, with input from the local councils, is responsible for determining 

which temporal and secular goods at a church that is to be alienated are of value and for making a 
written inventory of the items. 

- The parish’s pastor/administrator, with input from the local councils, is responsible for determining 
the appropriate future use for those goods that he has deemed to still hold value.  The below table of 
prioritization must be applied when determining future use. 

o Probability of use at another parish should be a first consideration when determining future 
use of a temporal good holding value.  

o Use by a complementary charity that has a need for the item(s) should receive  secondary 
consideration. 

o Items may be offered to individuals or families, with preference shown to parishioners, should 
be a tertiary consideration.  The parish may receive monetary contributions for the items but 
such contributions may NOT be required.  

o “Market basis”, a likelihood that the item can be sold in exchange for monetary proceeds via 
public sale, should be a quartenary consideration. 

- Arrangements for temporal or secular goods should be finalized before the removal of the building 
housing the items.  A written record noting where items were distributed must be kept. 

- Proceeds from the sale of any temporal or secular good must be directed to the local parish.  
Restrictions that the funds are to be used for costs associated with the church building’s removal, the 
perpetual care of the grounds or the cemetery are preferred.  Regardless of their designated use, the 
funds must remain with an entity under the ecclesial authority of the Church. 

Goods of Nominal Value: 
- Goods of nominal or no value and otherwise unlikely to be used should be discarded in a respectful 

way.  Blessed items should be disposed of as allowed by the Church’s Norms. 


