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Bishop Paul May we use these days of Advent to see more clearly

For unto us a child is born...
 Christmas is a day and season 

for rejoicing. We celebrate 

and lights, family meals and 
gathering with friends and 
their friends.
However it is easy to get caught up in the 
secular swirl of the season and neglect its 
source and meaning. Doing some last minute 
shopping a mother suddenly realized that 
her three year old son had disappeared. In 
panic she retraced her steps and found him 
standing with his nose pressed against a frosty 
window, looking at the manger scene. Hear-
ing his mother’s hysterical call, he turned and 
shouted with glee, ‘Look Mommy, its Jesus. 
Baby Jesus in the hay’. His mother jerked him 
away saying, ‘we don’t have time for that.” 
We need to take time for Him for He is our 
hope.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI a few years 
ago wrote an encyclical letter on hope. In it 
he suggested that among the reasons there is 
such sadness, loneliness and division in our 

That, he wrote, is in part because people once 

in science and technology, political structures, 
material things and economic security. These 
are not bad in themselves but he noted: “Day 
by day, man experiences many greater or 

these hopes may appear to be totally satisfy-
ing without any need for other hopes. Young 
people can have the hope of a great and fully 
satisfying love; the hope of a certain position 
in their profession, or of some success that 
will prove decisive for the rest of their lives. 

becomes clear that they were not, in reality, 

the whole. It becomes evident that man has 
need of a hope that goes further. It becomes 

for him, something that will always be more 
than he can ever attain.” I can attest to that in 
my own life. Worldly success did not, does 

Perhaps we can learn from Mary and Joseph. 
Have you ever wondered what was going 
through their minds that night, far from home, 
turned away from normal lodging, alone in 
the quiet pondering the angel’s words to each 

conception and birth must have touched them 
deeply, lifted their spirits, and given them 
hope in the midst of uncertainty. 

In a new born child we all see hope. This new 
born child named Jesus came in poverty and 
inconspicuously. It was as if to say, “the king-
dom of man is not enough, we need more, 
someone more.”

One Christmas Eve a family went to Mass 
except grandma and her little granddaugh-
ter. Knowing the child felt left out, grandma 
looked at her with great love, gathered her 
into her arms and told her this story:

“Many years ago a man went out into the dark 

went from house to house calling out, “my 
wife has given birth to a child. I must make 

hour was late, either no one heard him or they 
refused to respond. He walked and walked 

sleeping around it, an old shepherd was keep-
ing watch and three dogs were beside him. As 
the man approached, the dogs stirred. They 
opened their mouths to bark but no sound 
came out. Then they ran at him, one attacking 
his leg, another his hand, the third his throat, 
but the jaws would not obey and the man was 
unharmed.

“As he moved forward the sheep still slept, 
not stirring or running as might be expected. 
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December
1 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 

Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls
2 6:00 Advent Vespers, Cathedral of 

Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls
4 12:00 Pray at Planned Parenthood
6 11:00 Presbyteral Council Meeting, 

Catholic Pastoral Center, Sioux 
Falls

8 12:00 Mass, Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph, 
Sioux Falls

9 11:00 Candidacy Mass for Permanent 
Diaconate, Cathedral of Saint 
Joseph, Sioux Falls

 6:00 Advent Vespers, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

11 12:00 Diocesan Finance Council 
Meeting, Catholic Pastoral 
Center, Sioux Falls

12 6:00 Preside at Mass and bless 
elevator, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Sioux Falls 

13 7:30 Christmas at the Cathedral 
Concert, Cathedral of Saint 
Joseph, Sioux Falls

14 7:30 Christmas at the Cathedral 
Concert

15 1:00 Christmas at the Cathedral 
Concert

 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

 7:30 Christmas at the Cathedral 
Concert

16 1:00 Christmas at the Cathedral 
Concert

 6:00 Advent Vespers, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

 7:30 Christmas at the Cathedral 
Concert

22 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

23 6:00 Advent Vespers, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

25 12:00 Mass at Night, Nativity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls

27  Seminarian Holiday Gathering, 
Mass and Dinner, The Bishop’s 
House

29 4:00 Stational Mass, Cathedral of 
Sain Joseph, Sioux Falls

January
2-8  (Tentative) Spiritual Retreat, 

Bishops of the United States, 
Mundelein Seminary

15 12:00 Pray at Planned Parenthood

Heavenly Father, you sent Jesus to shepherd your people and the 

past shepherds and the blessings they have been for the people of this 

he may continue the work of renewal in the Church, and unite our 

true shepherd’s heart like that of Jesus, that he may give strength to 
the weak, heal the brokenhearted, console the lonely, bring back the 
wandering and be a power against the evil of our day. In the powerful 
name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Prayer for a new bishop

They were so tightly packed that he could not 
get through, so he walked on and over them. 
They neither woke nor were harmed. Then the 
shepherd got up, bearing a cold, hostile look. 

long spike on the end and threw it at the man. 
It was right on target but suddenly whizzed to 
the side and went around the man.

warm her and the little one.’ The shepherd had 
a surly look and frowned, but thought about 
the strange goings on and was afraid to deny 
the request. He noted that the man had no way 
to carry the hot coals, so he smugly said, ‘take 
all you want.’ The man stooped down and 
gathered the coals into his bare hands without 
burning himself and walked away.

“The shepherd shouted after him, ‘What kind 
of night is this, when the dogs do not bite, the 

“The shepherd followed the man to a cave 
where he saw mother and child were sleeping 
in the cold. The shepherd suddenly felt com-
passion. ‘That poor innocent child will freeze 
to death’, he thought. He opened his pack and 
took out a soft white sheepskin and gave it to 
the man for the child to be warmed.

“As soon as he showed that he could love, 
his eyes were opened and he saw what he had 
not been able to see before. All around him 

born who will redeem the world.’ The angels 
had protected the man. His skepticism and 
fear gone, the shepherd fell to his knees and 

could not see before, that the hidden was 

for him, for us all, and the angels rejoice.

and said, ‘What the shepherd saw we might 
see too, for every Christmas the angels come 
back and sing the same song, if only we 
could see them. All that is needed is for us 
to care about one another and show it. Then 

eyes of faith, Jesus, born in Bethlehem.’ The 
little girl smiled and no longer felt left out, 
no longer alone.”

give us hope in the gift of the Christ child. 

wrapped in swaddling clothes to free us 

from heaven to invite us to rise to eternal 

might have a room in the Father’s mansion. 

spiritually rich. Do we see that, understand 

This Christmas we have the chance to see 
what we could not see before; know who he 

not just that day, but every Christmas day 
and every day. 

May we use these days of Advent to see 
more clearly that for unto us a child is born.

 Merry Christmas.

Editor’s note: Bishop Swain is now 75 and as church law 
requires of all bishops, he has submitted his resignation to the 
Holy Father. He will continue to serve until it is accepted.
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Fr. Michael We bring meaning to the words

On a lovely November afternoon 
nine years ago, at the glorious 
age of 46, I stood in the chapel on 
Camp Rapid in Rapid City, raised 
my right hand in front of Chaplain 
Lynn Wilson and swore an oath. 

even more important, I became an 

is challenged to live by, and it begins and 
ends with the same noble pronouncement: 

by the experiences I have had, the places I 
have visited, the opportunities for growth that 
have radically changed my understanding of 
myself and my ministry; all of this because, 
for eight years, I could say: “I am an Ameri-

A year ago this month, I ended my time serv-

what it all meant. I grew a big bushy beard, 
because that seems to be a requirement when 
you leave the military, and I have tried to 
remain connected to my soldiers (funny...they 
are still “my soldiers” in my mind), I even got 
a haircut every month right before my unit 
would have a drill weekend.

I have also been asked many times, “Do 

because I’m not entirely sure what “it” is. 
I certainly appreciate a level of freedom in 
schedule that I did not have for the last eight 
years. It is also nice not having to sit in a long 
line waiting to have my hearing checked or 
some such thing. 

But the answer to the question is, absolutely 
I miss it.

What I miss most is the people I served 
with; some of the best people I have had the 
privilege to meet. They are focused, profes-
sional, funny, sometimes cynical, and always 
honorable. They see the reality around them, 
which can be frustrating to the extreme, and 
yet never lose sight of the larger purpose, the 
mission, what they are doing, who they are.

live the Army Values.” There are seven Army 

vice, Honor, Integrity, and Personal Courage 

(they are easy to remember, they spell out 

Those words are, of course, just words; 
and they remain just words until someone 
begins to live them, embody them. The men 
and women I served with, each in their own 
unique and meaningful way, lived the mean-
ing of those words.

I thought I understood what each of those 
words meant when I put on my uniform for 

tion of the words, but I did not learn what 
they truly mean until I was taught, slowly and 
patiently, by those with whom I stood. 

I thought I knew what it meant to live those 
words, but I was wrong. I had to see them 
lived by those around me to understand what 
it truly means to allow those values to guide 
my life. That is how I learned, by being 
around those who understood the words and 
who lived the words; and that is how they 
learned, the exact same way. 

Each of us swore an oath and each of us had 

service, honor, integrity and personal courage. 
In living that life, we taught one another what 
those values truly mean. This is incarnation, 
this is taking ideals and making them a reality 
through our lives; we embody them. 

During the holy seasons of Advent and Christ-
mas we celebrate and rejoice in the gift of the 
Incarnation by pondering the great mystery 

that we too took a vow in Baptism, we too 
have a creed by which we live, we too have 
been called to embrace the ideals which 
Christ embodies: love, compassion, mercy. 
Those words, those beautiful words; what 
makes them more than words is our ability to 

Those around us might know the words, but 
they will never know what they truly mean 
unless they see them lived in us.

Those around us might think they know how 
to live, but will only know fully when they 
see them lived in us.
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We were church – Uncle Jim took care of the furnace, Dad took 
up the collection and paid the bills (light and heat), Mom did 
the church wash, my brothers served Mass and I played the 
organ. We were church and God was with us.

Benedictine Sisters from Yankton. We went on Monday 
morning and stayed at school until Friday afternoon. We usually 
had daily Mass with Fr. Durkin as celebrant; participated 
in three meals a day and with the usual curriculum we also 
experienced the arts, especially music and art appreciation. 
The sisters guided us through our growing years. Mom said 
we learned some things from the sisters that we should have 
learned at home. I reminded Mom we had all learned our 
prayers before entering school. No doubt in my mind – God 
was with us.

August, 1954 I entered Sacred Heart Convent and began life 
as a Benedictine Sister. Much of the life at Sacred Heart was 
similar to life at St. Mary’s in Zell. However, experiencing 
the teen years in the convent was not always easy. Again life 
revolved around convent life, school at Mount Marty High 
School and a variety of works. St. Benedict says, “When they 
live by the labor of their hands, as our fathers and the apostles 
did, they are really monks.”

For four years I was formed as a Benedictine which also 
included a year of college. Formation was living the life of a 
Benedictine, studying the Rule of Benedict, learning chant with 

times for work and meditation. 

I thought having spent 8 years at St. Mary’s, Zell I knew all 
about being a Benedictine. I was wrong. Learning to be a 
Benedictine is a life-long process, sometimes remembering God 
is with me and sometimes getting so busy with the “works of 
the Lord” forgetting that God is present. Benedict calls us to a 
balanced life of prayer, work and leisure; “that in all things God 

After the years of formation and a year of college I started 
my ministry of education. This time included teaching, 
administration and parish work in schools and parishes in South 
Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota. Working with children 
and families has always been a joy for me. Even though there 
were some tough times, I believe and know that God was 
present. As Ireneaus said, “The glory of God is a human being 
fully alive.” Children are close to God and show that glory 
through their exuberance for life.

During these ministry years I was an active member of Mother 
of God Monastery; sometimes serving on the monastery 
council/board or in administration as prioress or assistant 
prioress. Our community started as a branch of Sacred Heart 
Monastery, Yankton in 1961. We began with 135 members and 
now have 47 members. We started in Pierre where we lived/
ministered for six years; then moved to Watertown where we 
began a girl’s high school. We struggled through the beginning 
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years but with our strong belief in God’s presence we put down 
our roots in Watertown and continued on with our ministries.

As I mentioned earlier, prayer is a vital part of Benedictine life. 
We follow the church calendar and include a monthly feast 
honoring Mary as well as several Benedictine feasts. We gather 
in chapel three times each day during which we pray the psalms 

serves as our chaplain. 

St. Benedict says, “Listen readily to holy reading, and devote 
yourself often to prayer.” God is with us.

As we prepare for the feast of the Incarnation let us always 
remember that Christmas doesn’t come just once a year – GOD 
IS ALWAYS WITH US!

Everybody that knows me knows that I am a dog lover. I had 
the privilege to spend fourteen years with a black lab named 
Chloe. When Chloe was a young dog she had a mind of her 
own. 

I was once asked, “is your dog deaf?” “No she is just spoiled!” 

Chloe knew her name but she was selective as to when she 
would respond to it. This was the source of great frustration for 
me and potentially dangerous for her. Calling her name was the 
only way, short of restraining her freedom to roam, that I could 
protect her from harm. 

I tried everything from positive reinforcement to negative. The 
positive would work as long as I had a treat in my hand and the 
negative reinforcement simply reinforced her fear of me. My 
only boundary was no corporal punishment.

The most frustrating aspect of our relationship was that she 

knew how important I was to her survival. For example, if she 
was ever scared she would look for me and run to be close to 
me. Not to mention the fact that I was the source of her food, 
water and housing comfort.

I know it sounds crazy but I thought my relationship as her 
master would eventually win out. You don’t know how many 
times I tried to explain to her how important it was to come to 
me when I called her name. The problem was that she was a 
dog and I wasn’t. She didn’t understand the words or feel the 
emotion. 

One day I thought “If only I were a dog and could talk to her 
in ways she understands. Then she would know how loved she 
really is.” 

As silly as it may seem this was an “ah ha” moment for me, the 
one with the rational soul. Suddenly the purpose and meaning 
of the Incarnation became clear. 

God has always spoken in many and varied ways, but people 
were selective in their hearing. Even though they knew God’s 
importance in their life they took advantage of the freedom that 
God gave them. They enjoyed being their own master until they 
needed God’s protection.

Thankfully God was patient and merciful. In the fullness of 

Fr. Ken Lulf and his 
new dog Sparky
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that God could talk to us in ways we understand. Not only 
do we hear the words but we experience the great love that is 
behind them.

Chloe is now gone after reaching old age. She got a little better 
at responding to her name as she got older. I am thankful for 
our time together but even more thankful that God was able to 
use her to talk to me in ways that I would understand.

May the Incarnate Word speak to your heart in ways that you 
can understand so that you too feel that great love.

When I think about what the Incarnation means, it is truly too 
much to even comprehend. God sent His Son, in the form of a 
child, to Earth. Then Jesus grew up, matured and experienced 
life just like you and me! Minus the sin and with a perfect 
Mother, of course. But that is just crazy! 

He is God, and the humility to do what He did is amazing! God 
is with is, and in the season of Advent as we prepare for Him 
and during Christmas as we celebrate Him, I am reminded of 
how God is with me and has been with me through my life so 
far. 

I was surrounded by faith early on in my life, be it that my 
parents instilled within me from birth. From there, they blessed 
me with 12 years of Catholic education at Cathedral Elementary 
School and St. Mary’s High School in Bismarck, North Dakota. 

It was in my home, through my education, and through my 

Of course, things were not always perfect, and I have had 
many times of darkness in my young life so far. It was in those 
moments that I often found myself asking, “Why am I here?” 
or “What am I supposed to do with my life?” These were the 
questions that often ate at me and caused me to seek out my 
purpose. 

Through this, I decided to serve as a missionary with Hard as 
Nails Ministries for a year. I travelled throughout the country, 
spreading the Gospel, encouraging people, and growing as a 
man. 

It was during that year that I realized a lot of the gifts that I had, 
and part of the question was answered. But I still felt restless. I 
came home and enrolled in the University of Mary as a History 
Education and Catholic Studies major, and that is where I found 
life. 

It hit me profoundly my sophomore year of college that I am 
loved, and that God is and has always been with me. 

That answered the other part of the question of my life, I am 
meant to be an instrument of Christ to all I meet. I am called to 
carry the good news of the Incarnation with me everywhere I 
go and to live like Christ. 

In pairing this realization of my purpose as a Christian with my 
gifts, I found my heart to rest in helping others in their journey 
as a disciple of Christ and I am now a Campus Minister at 
Roncalli High School in Aberdeen. 

Chris Uhler and bride Mariah and family
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Through the same realization, I discerned the vocation of 
marriage and exchanged vows with my wife Mariah this June. 

myself up for her, and I am experiencing the excitement of the 
incarnation as Mariah and I prepare to welcome a child into the 
world this April! 

God is with us, and it is only through the Incarnation that our 
life makes sense. We are created out of love, for love, through 
His example. 

The hectic rush of the Christmas season is upon us. Taking time 
to ponder the Incarnation – God is with us is sometimes pushed 

on how my career as a health care administrator and nurse for 

do I learn to love more? How do I accept the love of God in my 
life? How do I share the love of God with others? 

My personal faith recognizes that God sent His Son as a 
baby to show us the “face of God” – the face of God’s love. 
Jesus experienced life as we do, complete with struggles and 
temptations but without sin. Jesus died for us so that we may 
enjoy the love of God eternally. God came down to earth for 
me. This is pretty mind boggling to contemplate. For me, two 
scripture passages that highlight this are: “God is Love” I John 
4:16 and “There are in the end three things that last: faith, hope, 
and love, and the greatest of these is love” I Corinthians 13:13. 

In my work, I have certainly experienced the love of God and 
been able to share the love of God in so many ways. Two areas 
especially come to my mind, the beginning of life and the 
end of life. As a childbirth coach, I experienced working with 

as she brought new life into the world. The miracle of birth and 

and Joseph at the birth of Jesus. Being able to experience such 
an intimate time with the family is such a privilege. Even when 
there is tragedy at birth, as sometimes happens, being able to 
share love with the mother and family is so important. It’s hard 
to comprehend that God would send His Son as a helpless, 
vulnerable, loveable baby. It further demonstrates God’s love 
for us. 

At the other end of the life span, I have experienced working 
with hospice patients of all ages and their families as a director 
of a hospice program. Helping patients and families cope with 
death and dying as they transition into eternity is such an honor. 
This is again such an intimate time in the lives of people. I 
learned so much about living and dying from each patient and 
family. When the hospice team assists in that transition and 
demonstrates love, it helps in the process. For me personally, 
knowing that love is eternal gives me comfort and peace. 

Memorial Hospital and Weskota Manor Avera where I was 
freely able to practice the values of my faith as well as have my 
faith enriched. 

Gaea Blue

10



Preparing for the Incarnation – God is with Us requires that 

people. May God grant me the grace to love more deeply, to 
show love more genuinely, and to accept the gift of love from 
God more completely.

At Christmas, we give gifts to one another as a way of showing 
our love and of celebrating God’s gift of His Son. We thank 
God for what He has given us, but what can we give to Him in 
return? 

We receive all we have and are from God, and there is nothing 
we can give in return that is not already His by right. But He 

God’s greatest gift to humanity was the Incarnation. At the fall 
of Adam, a crime was committed for which the punishment 
was death. But God loved us and wanted us to live, so He gave 
up His only Son to pay the debt. Our God, the Creator of the 
Universe, lowered Himself and took on our human nature, so 
that He could raise our human nature to His level—to divinize 
us. For this reason, the Messiah, the Christ, is also Emmanuel: 
God is with us. Not only is God with us, He is also one of us. 

relatable God, because He took on our nature and shared our 
weaknesses. He knew what it was to be human, so that we 
might know what it is to be divine. And not only is God with us 
and one of us; He is also with us for all ages in the Eucharist. 
He was not only present to us on earth at one point in time, 
but rather, gave us His Presence for all time. We have only to 
receive His gift and give Him ourselves.

One of my professors told us that one of the highest traits we 
have as human beings is receptivity. God made us in such a 
way that we can receive the Divine Being into ourselves—
something even the angels can’t do. 

Mary is the perfect example of receptivity: throughout her life, 
she was always open to receive God’s will, so much so that she 
received the human Person of God within her womb. And when 

body and soul into Heaven, where she received an everlasting 
crown. In receiving, she gave herself to God—which is what 
we all must do. For we are rightly His. Jesus says to “render 
unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s” 
(Matt. 22:21). We belong to God; His image and inscription are 
on our coins (ourselves, made in His image). Thus, we render to 
Him what is His by right: our very selves. We receive our being 

out of gratitude. This divine exchange is our salvation. 

 And so, we receive from God what He gives us, and render 
back to Him what is rightly His. He gave Himself to us in 
the Incarnation and continues to give Himself to us in the 
Eucharist, and the greatest thing we can do is receive Him and 
unite ourselves to Him. By doing this—receiving what He gives 
us—we are able to take on the role of the giver in a small way, 
and give ourselves completely to God. The more we receive, 
the more we have to give, and the more perfectly we receive 
God into ourselves, the more completely we are able to give 

103:2), for He deserves far more than we can give.

Maria Braga-Henebry
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The The need for Hispanic ministry is only going to grow

Encuentro, for those who aren’t familiar 
with Spanish, means Encounter. These en-
counters were Hispanic/Latino assemblies 
organized by the United States bishops to 
listen to the needs, concerns, dreams, and 
aspirations of the Latino people. Each of 

aimed at growing Hispanic/Latino min-
istries and projecting into the future how 

and U.S. Society.

disciples. From the parishes, diocesan then 
regional assemblies were held. 

After an initial email to the Hispanic 

were in Spanish, sometimes in English. 

tional Encuentro. Immediately I accepted 

Hispanic Ministry in our Diocese. We made 

that we became fast friends by the end of 
the trip. 

whelmed by the amount of Hispanic/Latino 
leaders, clerical and lay, from all dioceses 

leaders in attendance, with 

held for the youth in which a 
bishop was seated with each 
table to hear their desires for 

how Latino/Hispanic youth 
desired to participate in the 

batting an eye. There were 
round table discussions, re-
gional meetings, and thematic 
sharing groups in which each 
region and age group was able 
to share their desires and input 
for a document that would be 
compiled by the U.S. bishops. 

After hearing from youth ministers, dioc-
esan directors, bishops, lay people, mis-

country is only going to grow. Whether the 

tholicism is now part of the United States. 

is Latino.

communities. A staggering statistic was 

in the Los Angeles archdiocese than the 

combined. The faith is a huge part of His-
panic life and they desire sacramental care.
 

Mary, deep ties to the sacraments, gift of 

and belief in the American Dream, they can 

grounds and cultures who share in our 

der to shoulder without fear and prejudice 

biggest point that reached my heart is that 
we need to not consider Hispanic Ministry 
as some side project but as an indispens-

Rev. Kristopher Cowles is pastor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, Sioux Falls

A folder was passed across the 

Father Kristopher Cowles (on the 
left) and Father John Helmuel-
ler (on the right) at the recent V 
Encuentro in Dallas.
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Annual Report for the Catholic Diocese of Sioux Falls

is pleased to present this annual report to the people of the 
diocese.  

the faith-life of the people.  

what was anticipated for the year, other income was higher and 

in both the lay and clergy insurance programs resulted in the 

tions funding.

tial function of the diocesan church. In addition to programs 

range of grief and loss programs around the diocese.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF SIOUX FALLS
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

JUNE 30, 2018 AND 2017

  

 
     Liabilities and Net Assets  

  

  
     Net Assets    

  
Total Net Assets               

                   

                               2017
    

            Foundation for Eastern SD               

    Total Revenue and Support            
   

Expenses    

         
Net Assets-Beginning                 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF SIOUX FALLS
STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2018 AND 2017

Local
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LocalBenedictine sisters from Yankton part of 
International conference in Rome

the in Rome 

The sisters helped plan the liturgical celebrations for the conference. 
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Local

The 22nd annual “Christmas at the Cathedral” concerts will be 
presented on Dec. 13-16. The theme is “Unto Us.” The concerts 
will feature tenor Mike Eldred, soprano Shelley Jennings (pictured 
above) and the Christmas at the Cathedral Orchestra and Choir, 
conducted by Dan Goeller. Tickets are available online at www.
ccfesd.org or by calling 1-888-246-3386 or 1-605-988-3765. (2015 
photo by Michael G. Brown Photography, Sioux Falls)

Family members, Bishop Paul J. Swain and Catholic Community 
Foundation for Eastern South Dakota President, Mark Conzemius, 
surround Pat and Theresa Wingen, as they recently accepted the 
CCFESD Stewardship Award. The Stewardship Award is presented 
to members of the CCFESD board who exemplify what it means to 
be good stewards. The Wingens are members of St. Agnes, Vermil-
lion. (Photo by Kevin Fitzgibbons, Catholic Communtity Founda-
tion for Eastern South Dakota)
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St. George Parish, Hartford, recently celebrated the elimination of the parish debt incurred in the 
building of the new church. A paper with the debt amount was burned in a fire outside the church and 
a prayer of thanksgiving for the generosity of the parishioners was offered along with a prayer for the 
deceased parishioners who had supported the parish in the building project. The evening finished with 
a dinner social in the parish hall. (Photo courtesy, Father Paul King, pastor, St. George Parish, Hartford)

St. George Parish, Hartford, 
celebrates big accomplishment

Should your money guide your faith?
Or, should your faith guide your money?

Get up to 4.25% on your savings. 
Great for CDs & IRAs!*

* Early surrender charges apply.

Get up to 3.75% on your savings. 
Great for CDs & IRAs!*

* Early surrender charges apply.

Get up to 3.66% on your savings. 
Great for CDs & IRAs!*

* Early surrender charges apply.

Get up to 4.15% on your savings. 
Great for CDs & IRAs!*

* Early surrender charges apply.

Paul A. Curley, FIC  
(605) 427-0850 

Advisory services offered through Pathway Investments, LLC, a SD Registered Investment Advisor;
Paul Curley, Investment Advisor Representative and Managing Member.

225 N. Egan Ave., Madison, SD 57042

 

National Catholic 
Society of Foresters

ENTER
into a World of 
LOVE AND
DEDICATION
A World of 
PRAYER,
COMMUNITY 
AND SERVICE

Sister M. 
Loretta
von 
Rueden, 
OSF

Contact:
SISTERS OF
ST. FRANCIS
OF OUR LADY
OF GUADALUPE
1417 West Ash
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-996-1410

Local
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Local Students across the diocese pay tribute to 
the saints of the Church

The students in Mrs. Heisinger’s fourth grade class at John Paul II 
School in Mitchell (above and above, right) researched the lives of 
some of the saints and in November held a “live” Saint Museum. 
The students dressed like their saint and shared what they learned 
with the entire student body, their parents and guests. (Photos cour-
tesy, Robin Cahoy, John Paul II School, Mitchell)

Catholic School, Brookings, also researched a saint with their par-
ents and dressed up as that saint. The rest of that school day was 
spent celebrating the saints with special treats, games, and fun. 
(Photo at right courtesy, Mandy Entringer, St. Thomas More School, 
Brookings)

123 Saint Raphael Circle  •  Irene, SD 57037
605-263-1040  •  broomtree@sfcatholic.org

www.broom-tree.org

December 11:

February 12:

December 15:

March 15-17:

Men’s 2019 Women’s 2019

April 5-7:

March 12:

April 9:
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Local

Open Mon-Thur 9-5, Friday 9-6 & Saturday 9-5
All donations are tax deductible.

Serving You Since 1951

1-800-437-4338Store Location

Associate vocations director Father Jordan Samson recently trav-
eled with a group of young men from the diocese on a seminary 
visit. The group arrived at  and visited St. John Vianney Seminary, 
St. Paul, MN. Vocations director Father Shaun Haggerty also led a 
group of young men from the diocese on a seminary visit to St. John 
Vianney Seminary as well. (Photo courtesy, Office of Vocations, 
Diocese of Sioux Falls) 

Seminary visits from diocese 
draw good group and go well 
Seminary visits from diocese Seminary visits from diocese 
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Committed in

Send a color photo, 
your anniversary news 
and a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope 
by December 14 for 

inclusion in the January 
2019 edition to:

The Bishop’s Bulletin
523 North Duluth 

Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

or e-mail to:
gyoung@sfcatholic.org.

Anniversary
submissions

ABERDEEN – Paul and Arlene 
Mardian will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on Dec. 27. They have 
3 children, 8 grandchildren and 
are members of St. Mary Parish.

ABERDEEN – Gerald and Mary 
Ann Krueger will celebrate their 
60th anniversary on Dec. 27. They 
have 3 children, 5 grandchildren, 1 
great-grandchild and are members 
of St. Mary Parish.

ABERDEEN – Paul and Geri 
Sillman will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Dec. 28. They have 
2 children, 2 grandchildren and 
are members of St. Mary Parish.

ABERDEEN – James and 
Barbara Harr celebrated their 50th 
anniversary on Nov. 22. They have 
4 children, 7 grandchildren, 1 great-
grandchild and are members of 
Sacred Heart Parish.

ARLINGTON – Bob and Margaret 
Moe will celebrate their 55th 
anniversary on Dec. 21. They have 
2 children, 4 grandchildren (1 
deceased) and are members of St. 
John the Evangelist Parish.

ELK POINT – Russell and 
Muriel Hall celebrated their 70th 
anniversary on Nov. 27. They 
have 6 children (1 deceased), 
12 grandchildren, 24 great-
grandchildren and are members of 
St. Joseph Parish.

ESTELLINE – LeRoy and Marj 
Warborg celebrated their 50th 
anniversary on Oct. 20. They have 
2 children, 5 grandchildren and 
are members of St. Francis de Sales 
Parish.

GROTON – Robert and Ruth Pray 
will celebrate their 72nd anniversary 
on Dec. 16. They have 3 children, 9 
grandchildren, 2 great-grandchildren 
and are members of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish.

HARTFORD – Gary and Gloria 
Krier will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Dec. 6. They have 4 
children, 9 grandchildren, 8 great-
grandchildren and are members of 
St. George Parish.

LAKE ANDES – Edwin and 
Betty Bruner celebrated their 70th 
anniversary on Nov. 25. They have 
4 children, 17 grandchildren, 21 
great-grandchildren, 3 great-great-
grandchildren and are members of 
St. Mark Parish.

MITCHELL – Frank and Marlene 
Schafer will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Dec. 28. They have 
2 children, 4 grandchildren and 
are members of Holy Family Parish.

PIERRE – Norman and Sandra 
Konechne will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Dec. 28. They have 
2 children, 3 grandchildren and 
are members of Ss. Peter and Paul 
Parish.

PIERRE – Paul and Stephanie 
Coughlin will celebrate their 30th 
anniversary on Dec. 30. They have 
3 children, 2 grandchildren (1 
deceased) and are members of Ss. 
Peter and Paul Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Ron and Mary 
Plucker will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Dec. 28. They 
have 2 children (1 deceased), 6 
grandchildren and are members of 
St. Lambert Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Lonnie and 
Darlene Leichtnam will celebrate 
their 50th anniversary on Dec. 
23. They have 2 children, 4 
grandchildren and are members of 
Holy Spirit Parish.

SISSETON – Gene and Joy Hrncir 
will celebrate their 65th anniversary 
on Dec. 1. They have 6 children (1 
deceased) and are members of St. 
Peter Parish.

TYNDALL – Joseph and Marcie 
Becvar will celebrate their 68th 
anniversary on Dec. 16. They have 1 
child, 2 grandchild and are members 
of St. Leo the Great Parish.

TYNDALL – William and Mary 
Minow will celebrate their 25th 
anniversary on Dec. 3. They have 1 
child, 1 grandchild and are members 
of St. Leo the Great Parish.

WATERTOWN – Tom and Kathy 
Holmes will celebrate their 30th 
anniversary on Dec. 2. They have 
4 children, 7 grandchildren and 
are members of Holy Name of Jesus 
Parish.
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Deacon Thomas Vogel passed 
away on Nov. 5 at Sanford Ver-
million Care Center. He was 81.

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated Nov. 9 at St. Agnes 
Catholic Church, Vermillion.
Burial followed in Calvary Cem-
etery, Vermillion. 

Thomas Vogel was born on 
January 3, 1937, the son of 
Frank and Iva (Hooker) Vogel in 
Montrose.

He married the love of his life, 
Ione Reese on December 30, 
1961. They were blessed with 
six children.

countant for 40 years and served 
as a county commissioner for 
Clay County for over 20 years 
and he was a Catholic deacon at 
St. Agnes Catholic Church for 
over 15 years.

Deacon Vogel was an avid 

working on his acreage north of 

Deacon Thomas Vogel

Meckling.

He is survived by his wife, 
Ione; his children, Tom (Marta) 
of Spring Hill, TN, Jozef of 
Vermillion, Robert of New 
Brighten, MN, Ann (Jason) 
Wittgraf of Des Moines, IA; 8 
grandchildren; 2 brothers, Paul, 
and Gordon Vogel; one sister 
Eldora Weber, numerous nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, two daughters, Julie and 
Amy; his brothers, Frank, Den-
nis, Bob, and Harvey; his sister, 
Martha.

Deacon Thomas Vogel

Religious education students from St. Mary of Mercy Parish, Alex-
andria recently conducted a food drive to help those in need. The 
students went  door to door collecting items for the Hanson County 
food pantry. The end count was over 1200 items donated to the 
pantry. (Photo courtesy, Camille Davies, St, Mary of Mercy Parish, 
Alexandria)

Students in Alexandria help 
those in need with food
Students in Alexandria help Students in Alexandria help 

Sioux Falls students help
police generate food for needy

The O’Gorman High School, Sioux Falls, community gathered 431 
jars/bottles of peanut butter and jelly to help support the Sioux 
Falls Police Department’s drive for peanut butter and jelly dona-
tions. All the food collected was donated to Feeding South Dakota. 
(Photo courtesy, CarolNesbitt, Sioux Falls Catholic Schools, Sioux 
Falls)
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News

Catholic Extension gives emergency funding to help mi-
grants at border
Chicago, IL (CNS) - Catholic Extension has given $25,000 in 
emergency funding to a facility in the Diocese of El Paso, Texas, 
and is urging donors around the country to provide aid to meet 
the needs of migrants being released from detention daily. The 

Catholic ministries among the poor and marginalized, announced 
the funding. It said it was just an initial amount and that it plans 
to make subsequent grants to other migrant ministries in the 
months ahead. The $25,000 is going to Annunciation House, 
which has been serving migrants in the El Paso area since 1978.
A news release from Catholic Extension about the funding said 

of migrants being released from Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detention. They are being released prior to their 
immigration court hearing and without places such as Annuncia-
tion House, they would “have nowhere to go for assistance,” the 
release said.

Pope makes visit to mobile clinic in St. Peter’s Square
Vatican City (CNS) - Pope Francis made a surprise visit to a 
mobile health care facility set up in St. Peter’s Square to serve 
the city’s homeless and poor. Entering the square from under 
Bernini’s colonnade, the pope walked to the makeshift medical 
center accompanied by Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president 

the pope’s arrival, immediately snapping pictures and reaching 
out to shake the pope’s hand. Arriving at the mobile clinic, the 
pope was welcomed with applause and cheers from the doctors, 

was given a tour of the medical center before walking back to his 
residence inside the Vatican. The medical facility was part of an 

Evangelization in conjunction with Pope Francis’ celebration of 
the World Day of the Poor.

Ecumenical partners can help one another be accountable, 
pastor says
Rome (CNS) - As Christian communities and churches continue 
their search for full unity, they must be willing to learn from 
and help one another recognize ways they have not fully lived 
the Christian ideal, the head of the World Council of Churches 

and WCC general secretary, wrote his doctoral thesis on “mutual 
accountability” in the ecumenical movement and is the author of 
a book on the subject, titled “The Truth We Owe Each Other.” 
He described mutual accountability as “a golden thread run-
ning throughout our ecumenical history,” one aimed at helping 
Christian leaders move beyond theological agreements toward 
“a radical openness and accompanying humility.” Speaking at 
Rome’s Centro Pro Unione, an ecumenical center run by the 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, the WCC helped launch a 
new program known as “MAD for Ecumenism.” MAD stands 
for Mutual Accountability Desk and is the brainchild of Teresa 
Rossi, the center’s associate director.

1-800-700-7867 | www.sfcatholic.org/cfs

7 - Night St. Junipero 
Serra Missions 

Cruise & Tour Pilgrimage
led by Father Michael Wensing

November 9-16, 2019

For more information, please call:
Lisa Lane (605) 520-7700 or email fr.mikeholyland2015@gmail.com

HOLY NAME OF JESUS

22



DiocesanDiocesan

Christmas on the Prairie concert set
Sunday, Dec. 2 - Christmas on the Prairie 
Concert will be Sunday at 3 p.m. at St. Antho-
ny of Padua Parish, Hoven. For more infor-
mation and tickets, call 605-948-2451, ext. 5.

Dec. 4 and Dec. 11 - A special Advent pro-

days this month. “Eucharist: Sacred Meal, Sac-

and moderated by Monsignor Charles Man-
gan will at 7-8 p.m. each of the Tuesdays in the 
Holy Spirit Parish Hall in Sioux Falls.

Brandon parish choir performs in the area
Dec. 9 and Dec. 18 - The Risen Savior Par-
ish choir from Brandon will be presenting 
“And It Came to Pass”; the choir will per-

Garretson and Sunday at 7 p.m. at Risen Sav-
ior. Brandon. The choir will also perform at 
Bethany Meadows in Brandon on Tuesday, 
Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. All performances are free 
and open to the public. 

“Woman of the Eucharist” event planned
Saturday, Jan. 12 - 
an Apostolate will sponsor a presentation by 
Annie Fulkerson entitled, “The Woman of the 
Eucharist” on Saturday at 10 a.m. in the Par-
ish Hall of the Cathedral of St. Joseph, Sioux 
Falls. Fulkerson is a wife, mother, scientist and 
Catholic media specialist. Admission is free 
and open to the public.

Sacred Arts Series event ahead
Jan. 12 - The Sacred Arts Series returns Satur-
day Jan. 12 at 7:30 p.m. with the South Dakota 
Chorale; tickets are $20/$5; the Grammy-nom-
inated South Dakota Chorale returns to the Ca-
thedral for a performance of a beloved sacred 

Dec. 2/Risen Savior Parish, Brandon,will 
host its annual Christmas Cookie Parade 
from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. In addition 
to cookies, the event features lunch and 
from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. In addition from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. In addition 

vendors as part of the fun; Risen Savior 
Parish is located at 301 N. Splitrock Blvd. 
vendors as part of the fun; Risen Savior vendors as part of the fun; Risen Savior 

Dec. 8 and 9/Christ the King Parish, 
Sioux Falls, will host its annual cookie 
Dec. 8 and 9/Christ the King Parish, Dec. 8 and 9/Christ the King Parish, 

extravaganza on Saturday from 9 a.m.-
noon and on Sunday following the parish 
extravaganza on Saturday from 9 a.m.-extravaganza on Saturday from 9 a.m.-

Masses; Christ the King Parish is located at 
noon and on Sunday following the parish 

1501 W. 26th St., Sioux Falls.
Masses; Christ the King Parish is located at Masses; Christ the King Parish is located at 

Dec. 15/St. Teresa of Avila Parish, 
Beresford, will host its annual cookie fair, 
Saturday from 9-10:30 a.m. Christmas 
cookies, candy and holiday treats will be 
Saturday from 9-10:30 a.m. Christmas Saturday from 9-10:30 a.m. Christmas 

sold by the pound. Cookies and candy 
cookies, candy and holiday treats will be cookies, candy and holiday treats will be 

$6/lb. Rosettes sold by the half dozen for 
sold by the pound. Cookies and candy sold by the pound. Cookies and candy 

$3.50.
$6/lb. Rosettes sold by the half dozen for 

Parish Dinners/Socials

Sacred Heart Monastery
Dec. 15/Contemplative Morning/The 
Benedictine Peace Center, Yankton, hosts a 
morning of contemplative prayer, usually on 
the third Saturday of every month. For more 
information or to register for the Dec. 15 
session, contact Sister Doris Oberembt at do-
berembt@mtmc.edu or call 605-668-6292.

Silent Retreats at the Benedictine Peace 
Center/Come for the number of days that 

spiritual director and are welcome to join the 
monastic community for Liturgy of the Hours 
and Eucharist. Contact benedictinepeacec-
tr@mtmc.edu or 605-668-6292 or visit us at 
www.yanktonbenedictines.org/Center.

Spiritual Direction/A spiritual director is an 
experienced companion-guide with whom 
you can share your experience of God, focus 
on and intensify your journey with God.  The 

month. Contact BenedictinePeaceCtr@mtmc.
edu or 605-668-6292 for more information.

Catholic Family Services
Dec. 4 and Jan. 8/Catholic Family 
Services invites you to join our Living 
with Chronic Illness group. This is a 
Services invites you to join our Living Services invites you to join our Living 

free educational supportive group that 
with Chronic Illness group. This is a with Chronic Illness group. This is a 
free educational supportive group that free educational supportive group that 

for those living with chronic illness and 
their care givers. The group meets at 
for those living with chronic illness and for those living with chronic illness and 

Catholic Family Services 523 N. Duluth 
their care givers. The group meets at their care givers. The group meets at 

Ave. Sioux Falls. For details please call 
Catholic Family Services 523 N. Duluth Catholic Family Services 523 N. Duluth 

Catholic Family Services, 605-988-3775.
Ave. Sioux Falls. For details please call Ave. Sioux Falls. For details please call 

Jan. 8-Feb. 12/Grieving the loss of a 
spouse; six Tuesday evenings from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at Catholic Family Services, 
523 N. Duluth, Sioux Falls. Directed by 
Dr. Marcie Moran, this program is for 
adults who have lost a spouse and are 
trying to cope with the pain of separa-
tion and loss. Role change and loneli-
ness are secondary losses, which can 
complicate the grieving process. The 
program will offer assistance in coping 
with this change and making healthy 
readjustments. Non-denominational; cost 
is a donation. Call 988-3775 or 1-800-
700-7867 to register.

Jan. 19/Dr. Marcie Moran and Catholic 
Family Services staff will be presenting a 
“Coping with Stress and Anxiety” Retreat 

nard Parish from 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
This retreat is designed to help identify 
and understand the effects of stress on 
an individual and give them tools to 
keep them productive, energetic, happy 
and hopeful even with the many chal-

at 605-472-1482 to register or for more 
information.

Mother of God Monastery
Dec. 7-21/Christmas Nativities from 
Around the World featuring windmill 
nativities from Judy and Bill Kennedy 
will be on display at the Benedictine 
Multicultural Center, 2500 5th Street, 
SE, Watertown; all are invited to stop 
by on weekdays from 2–4 p.m.; special 
viwing times on Saturday, Dec. 16 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and on Sunday, 
Dec. 17 from 1:30-4:30 p.m.; for more 
information, call 605-882-6600.

Broom Tree Retreat Center
Dec. 6-9/Couples retreat: directed by 
Father John Rutten; During this retreat 
couples will have the blessed opportunity 
to spend time together receiving from the 
heart of God. 

Dec. 11/Day of Recollection: “Lift 
Up Your Hearts” directed by Father 
David Roehrich; Broom Tree Days 
of Recollection begin at 10 a.m. 
and consist of conferences, time for 
Adoration, Mass, and an opportunity 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The 
day ends in mid-afternoon. Because 
lunch is also served, we ask that you 
please register. A prayerful donation is 

Dec. 15/One day silent retreat: directed 
by Father Joe Vogel; the day begins at 
9 a.m. and runs through 4 p.m.; during 
the retreat you will receive an orientation 
to silent prayer, enter into grand silence 
and spend the day with the Lord. Mass 
will be offered as well as time for 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 

your soul and listen for the voice of God.

Contact (605) 263-1040 or broomtree@
sfcatholic.org to register.

Bulletin, we incorrectly listed in the necrology 
the date of death for Kathleen F. Treloar, 
Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish. The correct date 
of death was Sept. 26. Also, missing from the 
necrology was St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Sisseton, 

the errors.

Corrections
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MARCH FOR LIFE PILGRIMAGE www.sfcatholic.org/respectlife
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