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 Praised be Jesus Christ. 

 “I rejoice heartily in the Lord,” the prophet Isaiah sings, “in my God is the joy of my 

soul. He has clothed me and wrapped me.1” 

 That is a song we all ought gratefully sing every day, but most especially on this day as 

we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Profession of Mother Marie Therese of the Child Jesus, OCD, 

and also on this Feast of Our Lady of Fatima and the 100
th

 anniversary of her first apparition in 

that sacred place. 

 Mary comes to us with many titles that speak to so many in ways, that touch and convert, 

console and give strength. For you in this monastery of special meaning is Blessed Virgin Mary 

of Mount Carmel; for all the Americas, Our Lady of Guadalupe; for all peoples, Our Lady of the 

Rosary who has enveloped the world in prayer for peace, repentance and conversion. The 

Blessed Mother always leads us to her Son, in whom is our Hope and our solace. 

 At that first apparition Lucia, who we pray will someday be declared a saint just as the 

other two visionaries Jacinta and Francisco were raised up today by Pope Francis, Lucia asked a 

simple question which we too ought ask: “What do you want of me?”  Surely, Mother Marie 

Therese, you sought answer to that question from the Blessed Mother and from Our Lord 

Himself as you discerned your vocation and likely pondered it in one form or another many 

times since, including when coming to our diocese2.  

 Our Lady responded, “Will you offer yourselves to God and bear all the sufferings He 

sends you? In atonement for all the sins that offend Him? And for the conversion of sinners?” 

Lucia and the others responded that yes, they would2.  

Mary then opened her hands from which a powerful light came forth and covered the 

children. They fell to their knees and prayed, “O Most Holy Trinity, I adore Thee. My God, my 

God. I love Thee in the Most Blessed Sacrament.2” Lucia later recalled that they could see 

themselves in God. Mary entrusted the visionaries, and us all, to pray the rosary every day to 
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bring peace to the world and an end of war. How as necessary this prayer is today, a century 

later. 

Mother Marie Therese and all Carmelite sisters have countless times prayed the rosary 

for peace and the end of war, and spent innumerable hours in loving adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament for the conversion of sinners.  

I was moved by the inspired and missionary words in the Renewal of Profession which 

Mother will soon affirm. I will be privileged to propose: “Let us pray, dearly beloved, for our 

Sister, Mother Marie Therese of the Child Jesus, whom Christ chose to be His spouse, that she 

may serve Him always with wholehearted fidelity, and together with Christ live a life hidden in 

God, and that her life may enrich the life of the entire Church.” 

Certainly living the beautiful vocation of Carmelite spirituality has brought forth some 

difficult times, and serving as a Prioress has not always been easy. Yet joy in your spouse who 

tells us to be not afraid makes it all possible and worthwhile. As St. Paul declared in the second 

reading, “God chose you in Him to be holy and without blemish before him.” How uplifting, 

how humbling:  Mother Marie Therese, God chose you. 

Mother has served her spouse with humility and tenacity for fifty years, may she be 

blessed for having blessed so many by her prayers offered while hidden in Christ. As Mother 

renews her profession today, it is an opportunity for all the sisters to renew their professions to 

serve Him with fidelity so that the life of the entire Church may be enriched. The fact that you do 

so here in this monastery and in the Diocese of Sioux Falls is a grace beyond imagining to us for 

whom you witness and you pray. Thank you for your presence and your prayers. 

As Jesus in the Gospel reminds us, we are to honor Mary as His mother, but especially 

follow her example of discipleship. The Blessed Mother too asked ‘what do You want of me’ 

and gave her all to His answer, be it done unto me as God wills; she is a model for us all. Only 

she can be His Mother; each of us however can hear the word of God and observe it. 

One of my favorite poems was composed by Saint Therese of the Child Jesus entitled 

“My Song of Today”. Among the verses are these: 

“My life’s a jot of time, an hour that comes and goes; my life, this moment now 

escapes and runs away. To give You while on earth, O God the love one owes, 

I’ve got . . . only today. 

“What do I care O Lord that darkness may pervade? Tomorrow – ah for that I 

simply cannot pray! . . . Oh, make my heart stay pure, enwrap me in Your shade: 

This but just for today. 

“O touching Mystery, O Bread of Heaven’s height! O Living Bread, of Love’s 

bestowal!  Come I pray, Come Lord Jesus, live within my heart, O Host of white! 

–This but just for today. 

“O spotless Virgin, you’re the star by which I sail! You light up Jesus; you unite 

me with Him. May I rest O Mother in the safety of your veil: This but just for 

today. 

“I soon shall fly to You, to praise you my Desire. When day without an end sheds 

on my soul its ray, I shall be singing – to the Holy Angels’ lyre, . . .That Eternal 

“Today”! 

Yes, we all yearn for that Eternal Today, but on this day we pause in thanksgiving and 

give praise to God for the fifty years of profession and for the fruits of the vocation of Mother 
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Marie Therese of the Child Jesus, though hidden from so many, known to Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel and to Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Mother, may Christ through Mary continue to bless you, bless all Carmelite sisters and 

this Monastery of Our Mother of Mercy and Saint Joseph.  

This Jubilee of profession and of apparition invites all of us to ask once again, ‘what do 

you want of me Our Lady, what do you want of me Our Lord?’ Will we offer ourselves to God, 

and bear all the sufferings He sends us? In atonement for all the sins that offend Him? And for 

the conversion of sinners?” May our response be yes Our Lady, yes Lord, we today recommit 

ourselves to you, and we will open our hearts more fully to our personal invitation to serve Christ 

through Mary. 

Praised be Jesus Christ. 
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1- Isaiah 9:10 

2- The Message of Fatima, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect, 

2000 


