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These are parishes that have closed, but the dates of when they did so, is uncertain. 
Information that we have included is just an excerpt of history that we have found.

In the early days of 1880, when Bishop Marty first arrived in South Dakota, Father Robert Hare walked or rode horseback to care for 
the spiritual needs of the Catholics living in the vicinity of Cavour and Yale.  Mass was held in the Costello home in Cavour.   

October 22, 1884: Fr. William Mahoney arrived.  Mass was said in old school house in Cavour.  In January, 1885 at a wake for Willy 
Connell, pastor and people decided to build a church and called in St. Williams’s in honor of Saint William or Vergine.  Because the new church 
was being planned, Willy’s funeral Mass was in the Connell home and he was buried near the proposed site. 

August 15, 1885: An outdoor Mass was held to commemorate the decision to build St. William’s. The altar was made of posts and 
canvass; confessions were heard and many people received Holy Communion that day.  However, 1887 still found the people journeying to 
Cavour for Mass.  Mass was held once a month. Catechism was taught before Mass by teachers Mary Connell and Annie Lynch. 

Troubled times: The Great Blizzard on January 12, 1888 hit. Mary Connell, Johnny Newcome and Katie Brodrick were lost on their way 
home from school Johnny froze to death; Katie’s feet were so badly frozen they were amputated in the Connell home.  In 1890 the diphtheria 
epidemic struck. Three of the Stokes’ family and two of the Davis family died within a few days.   

January 1, 1892:  Fr. William Nolan arrived. Mass now held in Connell schoolhouse. Larry Grant donated a piece of land.   Wm.  Marsh 
made a 6 foot white cross,  placed in the center of the cemetery.  Father Nolan blessed the ground.  In 1893, the  9 graves were moved to the 
new location and the contract to build the church was let to Deprue of Bancroft. Because the cost of the new church was to be $1,000, each 
man was assessed $50 and boys $5.  In May of 1893, the first St. William’s Mission Church was built. It was 26’ by 55’.  There were 3 windows in 
the church, one in the sacristy. Benches were used for pews. A statue of St. Joseph was donated by Patty Davis, and crucifix  by Mame Marsh. 

April, 1897:  Fr. D.F. Desmond came once a month to say Mass. Fr Desmond’s assistant succeeded him in 1903, on foot canvassed the 
people of Cavour and St Williams to raise money for a parish house and became the first resident pastor at Cavour.  Men had been taking turns 
driving to Cavour to get the priest to say Mass.   
 1921:  First Mission at St. William’s was held , and picnic was again held for the first time in 20 years.    
 Improvements: Church struck by lightning for the 3rd time. Because of this and because church was now too small, the then Pastor, Fr. 
Walsh, decided to move and improve the church. Committee of five men, under direction of Mr. Lauden a carpenter, did all the work except 
the actual  moving of the Church, including the digging of the basement, adding a steeple, making church longer, putting in a new furnace. 
Stained glass windows were donated by Ettie Howe.  After 9 months, it was completed and another Mission was held.  
 January 8, 1941: Fr. Dennis Donovan arrived and immediately planned paying off the long standing debt. He expected  parishioners to 
become Catholics in every sense of the word.  After a very successful Fall Festival, Father announced debt was paid and began work for 
rejuvenation of the material property of St. Williams, for which the money was already saved.  St. William’s was now as active as a parish can 
be, including the learning by all of the Chant of the Mass, and on most Sunday a High Mass, sung by all children and some of the adults.  During 
the war a Novena to Our Lady of Victory was held each Wednesday, and High Mass was celebrated each Saturday for the safe return of the 
men in Service.  Catechism was held each evening for six weeks at Cavour.  All St. Williams children were expected to attend – and did.   


